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Happy 60th Birthday to the Hall

This unigue photograph* was taken during the opening weekend celebrations for the new War Memorial Halljin 1958.
To the right, the RSL Clubrooms stil]l have t hat Ainewo

The hall was built for the low cost of £10,491 thanks to the many hours of voluntary labour contributed by s¢ many
locals. Builder Frank Johansen was given the task of overseeing the construction after a number of earlief failed
attempts to either enlarge the original hall or construct a whole new hall entirely. Mr Johansen had built othgr halls
around the state and brought with him the Gorbat block construction method. Further information about thege blocks

can be found inside.

Items of interest in this photo are: the Union Jack flag flying alongside the Australian flag, remnants of the old fencing
still on view in front of the RSL Clubrooms (not called a hall in those days), the power lines stop at the hajl as
mains electricity was a relatively recent addition to life in Mt Compass.

*The photo has been added to our collection thanks to the generosity of Ronda Arthur (nee Peters). Ronda allowed erctilecaorh
of slides as well as some of her historical family photographs.

Photographs and articles in this Journal can be copied fecaramercial purposes provided the Mt Compass Archivep are
acknowledged as the source.
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Editorial

Welcome to the very first edition of the Mt Compass ArdBivemicle. This title is taken from the 1953-Gjp
Chronicle, possibly the 1st attempt at a newsletter in Mt Compass. The aim@hfonitle to become a regular co

the Mount Compass Public Hall consider building a hall costing not more than 2,000 pounds was passed in 1

It was not until 1957 however that the foundations were finally laid for the new hall with the actual constructio
through 1958. This was a huge undertaking by the community as a whole and is a credit to both the fundraisin

T

2

munication downloadable from the Community Centre website every 3 months. Please feel free to print a copy for a friend,

if required.

The main area of focus in this edition will beMemorial Hall which happens to be 60 years young this year.

A new hall had been discussed as far back as 1939 however World War Il put a halt to any expansion plans. [Riscussions

resumed in 1945 with a public meeting and the instigation of a building fund. A motion that the Management Gbmmittee of
6.

ccurring
abilities an

perseverance of those around at the time.

We have a lot to thank them for.

Steve Kettle

News reports from the past ...

MT. COMPASS QUEENS
RAISE £2.50¢
The n competition or-

ganised the Mount Compass
Community Centre to raise
money for the new hall building
fund was an cutstanding success.

The crowning ceremony, in the
form of a ball, was held on 19th
July and attracted a crowd oif
400 and was held in Mr.
P. B. Parsons’ woolshed
as the Mount Compass Hall i;
too small to accommodate the
growing population of the dis-
trict.

The winning queen was Quecn
of Industry (Miss Lorenc
Bowles), £1,125/6/-, the Queen of
Commerce (Miss Mariene
Thomas) and Queen of Agricul-
ture (Miss Dawn Gomlden) rais-
ing £8%/3/4 and £559/18/2 res-
pectively.

With the money in hand, and

| the substantial sum raised by the

queens the hall committee are
now able to go ahead with the
new building, foundations of
which were laid recently, the
whole work being dome in ome
day by sixty men of the district
using seven concrete mixers.

. The new hall will seat 420, and
it is hoped that the building will
be compilcted within twelve !
months.

*Victor Harbor Times 2nd Aug 1957
(Refer to photograph on pg 8)

MOUNT COMPASS HALL OPENED

When the Premier (Sir Thomas Playford) spokg

the opening of the Mount Compass Memorial Hgll

last Friday he commended the district residents
the great part they had played by voluntary wor
connection with the building, thus making it pos|
ble for such a magnificent hall to be opened for
outlay of approximately £7,700 plus a further
£1,400 spent on furnishings.

The large foyer, with a shop, makes a modern ¢
trance to the new building, while the supper rog|
kitchen, doctor's rooms, and library have all beg
painted in gay and modern colours.
The Premier estimated the cost of such a buildi

During the Backo-Mount Compass celebrations
some 2,000 people attended various functions |
in the hall, which was crowded for the Pleasant
Sunday Afternoon, when the Attorn8general
(Mr. C. D. Rowe) gave the address. A varied pr
gramme was given by local artists.
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As a tribute to those in whose memory the hall yvas

built the collection amounting to £35 will be give

to Legacy.

Door takings at a ball attended by 400 dancers
day night amounted to £195 and the following
night almost 400 attended the concert at which
proximately £75 was taken. A ball will he held
again tonight at which there will be novelties an
supper. Admission is5/

*Article printed in the Victor Harbor Times 27 ™ June 1958
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Why is this publication called theChronicle?

The -cifcoChronicled (printed below) is possibly the fir
marily a promotion of the Gop store, they did endeavour to include information about events etc in the town. Below is t
edition of their pamphlet which consisted of just three pages. It is not known how many issues this pamphlet ran for bu
Archives does have four of the first seven known issues.

Our Archives newsletter has elected to use this same name (Chronicle) in acknowledgement of the original pamphlet

The Mount Compass Coperative itself played an important role in the development of Mt Compass through its retail ou

st
he firs
t the

tlet(s)

and also the sale of its substantial land holdings. We hold a number of original documents from this particular endebavour whi

are believed to have been retained by the late Ray Stone. Ray played a major role koffasaee, just as he did with many

aspects of life in this town such as the Community Centre and Mt Compass Cricket Club.

TheCoopds audited returns show that they were trading8

members. This points to a strong base of support within the area for projects that assisted both the town & its residents.

A more detailed article on the &@xp will follow in a later editionlf anyone has information or photographs they consider
relevant to this topic they are encouraged to contact the Archives.

The first two pages of the Ceop Chronicle 1953

at

“Coc_)p Chronicle”

ISSUE No. 1. MAY, 1953.
. We are now agent for Boot and Shoe Repairs—City prices—
no freight charged. Sent cach Monday—returned Friday night.
This little pamphlet is the first of what we hope may become Have you tried the “Southern Bakery Bread”? It's good—it
a regular feature of your Store’s activities. Your Committee feel keeps well—available at your store fresh every day. Also good
that they can provide a service to members and the district by range of Cake and Pastries, etc.

publishing monthly a leaflet like this containing a little Co-operative
news, information or educational matter, a little advertisement and

SHELL CO. PRODUCTS.

a list of coming events of local interest. We deliver 2nd Saturday in each month.
Experience of co-operatives the world over has been that their SPECIALS IN RAINCOATS.
continued progress is bound up with the interest of their member- 39 in. Bramac Hooded W /proof Cape with hood in blue, 27/9.
ship in the activities of the Society. To many of you much that is 24 in. Dunlop Black W /proof, 28/11. ;
plrint:d herein may appear elementary, but we must remember that 24 in. Dunlop Black \\"/pr(mf‘, 2.'4/11.
the Store’s membership is continually changing and all may not 32 in. Dy ck W/ 7
have the same familiarity with Co-operative principles and possi- 40 in: :)‘:::.U.:: ﬁ,:;:::: t:'//::::::' :::25(‘,1-
bilities. The first fact which must be realised is that a Co-op. is 2 ;
a body of people, not a building, a staff or a committee of manage- FOR THE SPORTSMAN.
ment, but an association of people with a common aim. In our

s ? 12 gauge Altra Cartridges, 19/11 box.
case that aim is to run our own business for our own advantage. 22 Long Rifle Bullets, 4/9 box
22 L. s, X.

The following are basic principles of Co-operatives the world
over ;—
12 oz. Camp Pie, 1/2 tin.
80 oz. Agee Jars Clear Honey, 9/1 jar.
2. Fach member has only one vote irrespective of capital held. 36 in. Unbleached Calico, 3/3 yard.
Grey Blankets, 39/11 each.
Men’s Hard-wearing Work Shirts, 25/11.
e . Work Trousers, 44/11.

“Times” Print, Victor Herbour. Men’s Fancy Cardigans, from 78/6.
Men's Grey Sports Trousers, 106/9.

Full range of Men’s, Women's, Children’s Ankle and Knee
Rubber Boots.

Football Boots, sizes 7-9, from 44/6 pair.
Boys' Pyjamas, Flannelette, 21/11 pair.

1. Membership is open to all.

3. Profit is distributed according to amount of business contri-
buted.

= Twin Sets S.W., W, Cardigans, W., O.S. Kiddies' Pullovers
and Jumpers, assorted colours.

Good range of Boys’ Boots and Shoes.
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MOUNT COMPASS WAR MEMORIAL COMMUNITY
CENTRE, INC.

At last we feel that this is well on the way to becoming an
accomplished fact. Legal matters are well under way and before
long we hope to be able to operate as a properly constituted body.

News comes to hand from time to time of the activities of other
Community Centres, and all are very encouraging. One of the
most enterprising reports comes from Keith (South-East). The
Centre has purchased, with the aid of bank and local residents, 161
acres of land, 15 acres will be cut into building blocks for which
there is a keen demand, the remainder is to be farmed as a source
of revenue for the Centre.

With a new hall contemplated at Mt. Compass what can we
doin this way?

A good example of Co-operative spirit was the Indoor Show
and Gymkhana on March 14th last. To all those willing workers
whose enthusiasm made the day the success it was we have pleasure
in presenting the following brief balance which we feel is a credit
to our district.

RECEIPTS > > EXPENDITURE.
s d.
Donations 3818 0 . . £ 4
Gate Takings 34 2 (o Prizemoney Horses in
Entries Horses in Action 12 16 0 .Acuon 2P, e : 2! 12 6
Entries Athletics 8 3 0 Prizemoncy Athlctics 1550
I'an;ics Indoor Show 8 1 6 Prizemoney Indoor Show 15 1 6
Stalls: Printin B 1412 0
I uncheon 1579 lnsuran“cc e i 318 0
Cool Drinks 1214 5 pibbons T 450
Publican’s Booth 330 ¢ 2
Hoopla 210 3 Incidental RS 4 310
Sheep Competition 510 6
Trading Table 911 6
Sale of Exhibits 13 14 0 Net Proceeds 8514 1
£164 11 N £164 11 11

We will be pleased to publish in this page notice of any forth-
coming events in the district. Copy must be received at Co-op.
Store before 25th each month.

COMING EVENTS.
May 16th—Mt. Compass v. Blue Wrens (Basketball).
May 16th—Mt. Compass v. Victor Harbour (Football).
June 1st—Grand Coronation Ball, Yundi Woolshed.
June 13th—Back to Childhood Ball, Mt. Compass.

Left:
This is the 3rd and final page from Issue 1 of the Wt
Compass Ce p Ghsonicle.

The year was 1953 and the same enthusiasm tha
helped the Cap exist from 1946 to 1962 was also
present for the formation of the Mt Compass War
Memorial Community Centre Inc of that same yeay.

1950s Mt Compass was certainly a place where
things were happening...

Laying the Hall Foundations 1957

Four photographs taken by Vern Mcintosh on
the day the hall foundations were poured. 60
volunteers attended & had completed the task
by 2.00pm. 12 tons of bagged cement along
with an assortment of various cement mixers
were used for the task.

These photos are from a collection generously
donated to the Archi

PR y
Above: One of the 60 volunteers who helped
pour the hall foundationdNorm Anderson

|




Two views ofEchunga Memorial Institute under construction in 1956. The construction method of Gorbat Blocks V\uas
also used for the Mt Compass Hall two years later. The builder, Mr Frank Johansen constructed both halls.

As we are yet to find any photographs of the Mt Compass Hall blocks being laid, these slides are used to demongjrate how
our walls were constructed.

The Echunga Institute generously allowed us to copy their collection of 49iskdlesken by a local photography enthusiast.

What is a Gorbat Block?

The 1958 Memorial Hall was initially to be constructed usingo chip around these large blocks. (He was one of many locals

locally made concrete blocksA number of these had been who assisted the builders by donating a day or two of free

made in readiness when the Committee, influenced by build&bour).

Frank Johansen decided to use a prefabricated block called a

Gorbat instead. A patent had been taken out over the Gorbat Blocks which
were commercially manufactured in a Burnside factory. This

This particular block was the result of a collaboration betwee®outh Australian product was used in numerous halls at the

two meni Mr Claude Gore & Mr B G Bateman (hence the time as well as in a small number of homes and factories. The

nameGorbat). It is claimed that the Gorbat Block was the re-first house built using them was on Burnside Road (now Glyn-

sult of 56 years of experimentation and used less cement thbarn Road) and was opened by the then Premier, the Honour-

other blocks. They also weighed less, did not require rendergige Thomas Playford in 1948. The same Premier also opened

and could be erected without permanent scaffolding or skilledur new Hall in Mt Compass ten years later.

labour. All of these attributes were particularly appealing at

the time due to a shortage of building materials following theContinued page 6...

war and a subsequent boom in building.

The size of these blocks meant a standard house could be bui
by three men in just 6 to 8 days. (The hall walls themselves
took about three weeks to be laid.) The basic block used on th
Mt Compass Hall had a dimension of 4 foot x 3 foot 6 inches
and a width of 4 1/2 inches. These blocks can be imagined as
looking similar to a shoe box lid with the flat surface being 1
inch thick. To construct a wall, two blocks were placed with
their flat surfaces facing away from each other. They were
held together with tie rods which fitted into the channel run-
ning around the block rims. These tie rods were then cementeg
into place. The overall appearance was something like a very
large besser bloclRefer to the Echunga Institute photographs
on this page to see a wall of Gorbat blocks.

Each of these blocks apparently replaced 70 standard bricks i
a wall, which enabled a wall to be erected fairly quickly.
Kevin Watkins of Yundi can recall carrying these blocks (one
at atime!) on his back up to where the builder was working.
According to Frank Johansenb
were placed under the blocks for support while the mortar
dried. These wedges were then removed.

Any surplus mortar (and some of the brick edging, depending

on the style of mortar joint required) was later chipped off by Builder Frank Johansen (1918 2000)
hand. Local volunteer Ron Nitschke recalls that it was his job
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*Because the new hall used prefabricated blocks, all the concrete blocks
prepared in readiness by locals were no longer required. They were
Some other buildings constructed using these blocks incldtgavever put to good use in the subsequent construction of the first foot-
Aldgate Memorial Hall, Echunga Memorial Institute, Rey- P2l clubrooms (since demolished).

nelllla Mhe”;p”a:]Ha”’ gr"fllldla.RSLhHa” glnd Ii/erdun Men:jomf{lote:The RSL Clubrooms built two years earlier and the hall kitchen
Hall. The first house u't_ using t ese_ ocks (at Burnside) (finished in 1955) were both built using hecmeade concrete blocks
was unfortunately demolished some time after 2004. The gimilar to those prepared for the hall.

blocks had been designed so that they could also be used for
flooring, as they were in one of the rooms in the Echunga
Memorial Institute.

Gorbat Blocks continued from page 5

Information for this article was sourced from the Burnside
Historical Society Newsletter (Vol 30 No 3) and interviews with
The Gorbat Blocks were no longer financially competitive Alan Johansen, Kevin Watkins, Ron Nitschke, a Leigh

once Moniers started manufacturing their own large buildiruffield archived interview and Michael Sheehan (of Echunga
blocks. The Gorbat business was then sold to Mr Frank  Memorial Institute).

Johansen who continued to use up the remaining stock.

Left:

GORBAT LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS AND BUILDERS

Factory :
160 BURNSIDE ROAD,

BURNSIDE 62 Gawler Place,

One of the accounts received from Gorbat Ltd.

This shows a few of the block sizes used in the
hall construction. Standard blocks were priced

at 35 shillings each ($3.50).

D | Adelaide,
wistered Office:
PRIDHAM & GARDINER
62 GAWLER PLACE,

The APierso |isted
wall block to form a solid concrete column
rising the full height of the building. The roof
trusses then rested on these reinforced piers.

..4th October, 1957 19 were !
ADELAIDE.

Tolophone: Central 3798
Box 797G, G.P.O.

Mr. W.G. Duffield,

. Blocks of differing sizes were used for inside &
. Secretary,

outside corners, vent blocks or for the internal

Mt. Compass War Memorial Community Centre Inc.,
MT. COMPASS walls.
DR. O CORBAT LINITSD The 6Hon Secretarydé WG Du
here is Leigh Duffieldés
1st . cke ! "G at B ks @ - O L, R .. . .
B Ml e igfg o T coincidence, Leigh went on to become chair-
20 1'x3'6" Pier " 010/- 10 - - man of the Community Centre at the time the
State Bank loan taken out for this hall was fi-
£119 8 - nally paid off.
g TS
// . P NOTE: An interview with Leigh from 1997 (by
0.3 D Dorothy & Linton Jacobs) has been drawn upon
~oT—TT for some of the information contained in this
D ON OR BEFORE 15th OCTOBER, /77—77_—7;_ publication. The interview itself is one of many
SE NETT recordings we have in the Archives that have
,\ » ( - iy, / been conducted with local residents since the
Mo, Dlrage w4 Q hat A -é.f&//-}? 4 f»wx«.r‘\/"/ 5~ 1980s.
— I AN —C — o MoAR k1L L//L.z:(, eure a Note:
A

This account (left) appears to have been
signed by Claude Goreone of the two design-

;(,(;1,;\,;/(7 a) j{/ [0 Are 4 LL/C,!T J(, frr o me
¢ ers of Gorbat blocks (refer previous page).

\f/iu‘(w K A

AL, n f -
rw f o ol ‘{’//“- / ’
; w ]Lf pf o1t 4

L

The Mt Compass Archivesi A Brief History
TheMt Compass Archivédsad its beginnings in a collection of items g
Raino history book project This project was instignaft ed
tributed by the Community Centre. The money was to used to employ two people over a 6 month period while they collected
information and wrote a new history book on Mt Compass.
In reality this was too short a time and the job of finishing the book was handed on tocarsulitee of the Community Centre
after these initial 6 months.
Over the following 4 years they collected a large amount of information, including photographs and cassette recordings of int
views, that required a home once they had finally completed the huge task of publishing this book.
Max Draheim (an experienced historian) ensured the Archives were set up in along professional lines to also include many of
the townés historical Mi nute books & Financi al recori|ds.
groups are continuously being added (and sought).
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The New Hall Opens

INVITATION
The Committee extends an invitation to
Has e Pocasds 8 Yourt ...
to attend the "BACK TO MOUNT COMPASS
CELEBRATIONS" on Week-end of June 20th,
21st and 22nd, 1958.

W. G. DUFFIELD, Hon. Sec.

Please Advise C if A dation is Required

PROGRAMME

Friday, June 20th

2.30 p.m.—Official Opening by the Right Hon. Sir
Thomas Playford.  Afternoon tea.

8 p.m.—Grand Opening Ball

Saturday, June 21st

2.30 p.m.—Football Match on Mount Compass Oval.
8 p.m.—Grand Concert

Sunday, June 22nd

2.30 p.m.—P.S.A. Service. Guest Speaker : Right
Hon. Attorney General, Mr. C. Rowe.

these celebrations?

Above: One of the invitations sent out for the opening weekend in June D85ou take part in
Let

havg

D

us know if you

/"\

Above:

Another view of the hall taken on the opening weekend in 1958. Both
voluntary labour and professional builders were employed during its
construction.

AiMuch credit is due t
Dix, also the Secretary, Mr Geoff Duffield, for th
amount of time and effort they have put in to br
this building to its present state. Only a few wef
ago, | was speaking to our secretary and we wg
discussing the amount of work involved, and he
said 6Do you thinkolift
can see the job throu
worthwhile, and your reward will come from
within; the satisfaction of knowing you have do
what you coul d. 60

A quote from the speech given by Arch Peters at th

1958 official opening as he introduced the Premier $i

Thomas Playford.
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Below:

any

An opening weekend badge that
was kindly donated to the Ar-
chives by the late Max Williams

A ticket (stored in the Archives)
from the first ball held in the new

Presi dpraitt , Mr Keith

MOUNT COMPASS WAR MEMORIAL HALL

uw o r Gmdt ’)Qpemngp IM]] =

Geof f, of  Ccog4lrS e SO
FRIDAY, 20th JUNE, 1958
__*_

Zadow's Orchestra
SUPPER * * * ADMISSION 10/-
J. SPINGSTON, Hon. Sec.
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Mt Compass TavernownersRick & Lois
Presthave shown their support for the Ar
chives by donating $200 to help with our
ongoing projects.

There is now a permanent display in the
Tavern of historical Mt Compass photo-
graphs that have been scanned or collected
by the Archives. Rick & Lois are more
than happy for anyone to call in and view
the copies on displdyyou may even see
one of your own family members up on
their walls.

Left: Steve Kettle receiving the cheque
(yes, they are still in use!) from Rick Prest.

Topics that you may have information on....

Future editions of th€hronicle will include articles that relate to World War Il. If you have any photo
graphs, documents or information relating to Mt Compass at this time and you are willing to share them,
please contact us.

Of special interest are items about Hheme Guard, ItalianPrisoners of War (working on farms)Ser-
vice recordsor any other war related occupations or events.

Plus...
If you have any particular area of historical interest that you would like to see appear in this publication,
feel free to let us know via the contact details on page 9. The only requirement is that it must be concerne

with Mt Compass district history

Thank you to Yundi residenDot Childswho re-
cently donated a collecgtion of the AYundi News
letters to the Archives. They date from the period 1993
to 2006 but there are some gaps. If you happen to have
any copies of the following issues still laying around,
please give us a call.

The Issues we either still require or would like to
scan are: Nos 1 to 7, 11, 20, 24, 27, 33, 40, 45, 47|&
51 onwards.

(We are always on the lookout for historical informa-
tion concerning all the local areas such as: Yundi,
Tooperang, Nangkita & Enterprise Colony.)

Lorene Bowles (right) was crowned Fundraising Queen o
19th July 1957 at a Ball Held in Angas Parsondls wo
Dawn Goulden & Marlene Thomas were the two other fund-
raisers who helped raise the huge combined amoui#t,684.
(refer newspaper article on page 2)




