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The Colony at Kuitpo had a fascinating beginning, touching the lives of many at a time when they were desperately 
in need of assistance. 
 
Opened in 1930 under the inspiration of a Methodist Minister, this project sought to assist unemployed single men 
who were becoming increasingly destitute during the period of a severe depression. Any work that did become   
available was offered first to returned soldiers from World War 1, and then to married men. Single unemployed   
men found themselves at the end of the queue and it was for these individuals that the Colony was formed.    
 
The photograph above shows one of the four camps built on this original 460 acre site along Blackfellows Creek. 
Originally named “Kuitpo Industrial Colony”, the camp shown above (simply named No. 4) was also known as 
“Railway Town” with the accommodation there consisting of old railway carriages. Number 2 camp was built about     
a kilometre away from the first camp (No. 1), with No. 3 camp also built using these discarded railway carriages.  
 
The second phase of this Colony commenced in 1943. With the depression well and truly over and World War 2 
underway, only one camp remained open for the remaining eleven men. The possibility of using Kuitpo as a        
rehabilitation centre for “inebriates” was proposed. By 1945, the courts were empowered to send persistent drunks 
here, along with first-time offenders. The government then funded the Colony to receive up to 25 of these so called 
inebriates at a time.        
         On page 4 of this newsletter is an article detailing the first phase of this Colony - and the man who founded it. 

     The Creation of Kuitpo Colony 

CHRONICLE 



                                                                            Editorial 

Welcome to this 12th edition of the Chronicle. Many people have contributed to help ensure the success of this 

venture - from providing their documents or photographs, helping to confirm historical information, through to 

proof-reading the final product. For their valuable assistance, they are wholeheartedly thanked. 

Kuitpo Colony may now be an established name but its origins are perhaps not all that well known. A hard to   

locate book written by the wife of this Colony’s founder has recently been added to our Archives. From this      

we can gain an insight into why the Colony was required in the first place, with excerpts from the book to be 

found in this Chronicle.  

Also inside these pages is the second instalment of the proud history of Tennis in this district, with a particular 

focus on the Juniors. This club has worked long and hard to build up their facilities to now be the envy of many 

towns of a similar size.  

As one of the strongest supporters of our Archives, Linton Jacobs has assisted us once again in expanding our 

resources. Last month he narrated a tour of this district, which was recorded specifically to be stored in the          

Archives. Added to this he also negotiated our access to the complete collection of Mt Compass Church of 

Christ’s records, stored in their Adelaide Archives. We have very generously been given permission to copy   

anything of historical interest from these unique documents. They provide a wonderful view of this particular   

aspect of life in Mt Compass stretching back more than one hundred years. 

We will of course treat these documents with the same staunch respect we bestow on all items lodged in, or    

digitally copied for our broad collection. We thank Linton for his continuing work in helping to retain and  

preserve the history of our district. There is barely a month that goes by without at least one generous offer  

from past or present residents granting us access to prized family photographs or documents. It is this steady  

influx of items that has enabled the town’s Archives to become such a rich and valuable asset to the community. 

Finally, take as many photos as you can for our latest photography competition (see page 13). All the entries  

received will also become donations to our Archives, reflecting life in these interesting times. 

                                                                        Steve Kettle    
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 News reports from     

the past  

Above: From The Advertiser 8th July 1932.  
 
Left: Part of an article on Kuitpo Colony in the 
Southern Argus 8th Feb 1934. 



 

                                                   Private William Thomas Pfuhl  (KIA) 
 
William Pfuhl (aka Will or ‘Curly’) was born in Sturt, Adelaide on 15th June 1887. He was the eldest son of Louis 
Wilhelm Heinrich Pfuhl and Sarah Ann Pfuhl (nee Edwards), with the family later moving to Mt Compass.  
 
The Pfuhls (pronounced Fewell) were one of the earlier 
settler families on Cleland Gully Road where they grew 
vegetables and flowers for the Adelaide Central Market. 
Will’s father had a stall there for many years where he 
was well known within the fruit & vegetable trade. He 
also exhibited at the Mt Compass & Willunga shows.  
 
When Will enlisted at Adelaide in August of 1915, he 
was described as a single, 29 year old labourer with a 
fresh complexion, grey eyes and dark brown hair. He was 
5’7” tall (1.7 metres) and weighed 74 kgs. He was at that 
time, employed at Outer Harbour. 
 
Private William Pfuhl then embarked on 2nd December 
1915 to serve in France with the 12th/10th Battalion      
Reinforcements. He was killed in action at Pozieres    
on 25th July 1916. His body is believed to have been one 
of the many buried in shell holes near where they died.  
 
In 1917, on the anniversary of his death, Will’s father 
inserted the following words in the Adelaide Advertiser’s 
Family Notice section: 

 
“He left his home in health and strength. 

To answer his country’s call; 
He gave his life, he gave his best, 

For you, for me, for all, 
No one he loved was by his side, 

To hear his last faint sigh; 
Or whisper just a loving word, 

Or even say good-bye. 
-Inserted by his loving father, L Pfuhl, Mount Compass.” 

 
Will’s mother, Sarah had predeceased him in 1912 aged 55 years, with his father passing in 1928 at their daughter 
Mary Eustice’s home in Port Noarlunga, aged 75. They are buried in Brighton Cemetery. Will’s brother Reg        
remained at Mt Compass until 1954. His home (Section 234) was later purchased by Bill & Lyn Stacey.  
 
References: “A Guide Behind The Lines” by Richard Kleinig, Red Cross correspondence, “Where The Compass Leads You” by 
Linton Jacobs and trove.nla.gov.au 

 
 

 
A new Digital Honour Roll has been added to the Archives website. The aim of this Roll is to honour the memory 
of those locals who served this country, while also providing some insight into who they were and their connection 
to this district. This will be an ongoing project and any help you can provide will be appreciated. 
 
The first individuals to be detailed are the seven men listed on our Memorial Hall’s Honour Roll as having lost their 
lives in World War 1. Information about one of these men, Private W T Pfuhl, can be found below.  
 
Over time, all those named on the Mt Compass-Nangkita Honour Roll will be included, as will those listed on the 
Honour Rolls of both the Yundi and Tooperang Halls. 
 
Some names may have been missed when engraving those original Honour Rolls but with so much information   
now available at our finger tips, we can correct any omissions, and include those individuals in this online memorial. 
If there is any additional information you can provide about those who are listed, or should have been listed, please 
let us know.  
   
                                             The website address is: https://mtcompassarchives.org/honourroll/ 

      Website News 
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The Kuitpo Colony, along Blackfellows Creek Road has passed through various 
adaptations, some of which have been highlighted in recent New Moon  editions 
(May and July). The initial reason for the establishment of this Colony was    
detailed in a 1952 book on the life of Colony founder, the Reverend S Forsyth.   
 
A copy of this little known book which details the life story of Reverend Samuel 
Forsyth OBE, written by his wife Ida Forsyth, has recently been added to the   
Mt Compass Archives. Five of its chapters explain in detail the development   
and progress of Kuitpo Colony. Covering the first 21 years of Kuitpo’s            
operation,  the book includes newspaper articles and letters from some of the 
various men who passed through there. This book will contribute significantly   
to our knowledge of this interesting project from our not so distant past. 
 
Below is a selection of excerpts drawn directly from this publication, giving       
an insightful overview of the Colony in the words of the two key people who  
were clearly driven by their faith and humanity –Samuel & Ida Forsyth.  
 

Preface: “…his work stood out as a practical effort to help solve the problem 
of unemployment. He then founded Kuitpo Colony, where workless single men 
could find a happy satisfying life in building up a centre to help others, while 
they trained for work on the land. There, through twenty one years, six     
thousand (6,000) men have been rehabilitated.” 
 
Background -why there was a need for Kuitpo Colony: 
“Hundreds of them walked the city streets day by day in the vain hope of a job; while still more with a blanket and  
a billy-can tramped the country roads hoping against hope that something might turn up. Among these men were 
many from the Old Country who had come to Australia with high hopes, only to find depression and misery. For 
them it was worst of all because they were away from their people and their friends. On the banks of the Torrens 
there were improvised huts in which many unempIoyed men lived, also the old Exhibition Building provided             
a camping ground for some, but in neither was there comfort nor hope. Life was a misery.” 
 
Describing her husband: 
“The Irish were always fighters and he cared nothing for himself and all for the cause. In his mind was his own 
background - six children brought up on twenty acres of ground and here was Australia with all her millions of   
undeveloped acres! These men must be taught to work on the land, and at any rate to raise their own foodstuffs,  
develop their muscles and their characters, and be fit to send out to jobs when these again offered.” 
 
Selecting the site: 
“Forsyth approached the Minister of Crown Lands - Hon. John Cowan - to ask for a grant of land from the        
Government on which to form a settlement for giving employment to single men. This was referred to Mr. W. L. 
Summers, Secretary of the Lands Department, who together with Mr. Julius, Conservator of Forests, and Mr Stone 
(Walter),  a local farmer, made inspection of a number of forestry blocks in the “Hundred of Kuitpo” and finally 
decided on the one on which the Colony is situated. 
In the end this was granted providing that money could be found to start the scheme.” 

        Selections from the book  “He Came from Ireland”   – published in 1952 

 

No 1 Camp, Kuitpo 
Colony. 

 
It was described as the 
nucleus of the Colony, 
with huts that each ac-
commodated two men. 
 
In the centre of the huts 
was a garden around a  
monument made of con-
crete and smooth peb-
bles, lit by an electric 
light. This was built 
voluntarily by the     
Colonists as a tribute to 
the Founder and named 
“Forsyth’s Gardens”.   

    Reverend Samuel Forsyth OBE 
                  (1881– 1960) 
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The money was eventually raised from many sources, allowing work to start: 
“On 21st June; 1930, six men started with axes in the heart of the scrub to clear the ground for the first huts at  
Kuitpo Colony.” 
 
“Many of the men who came were tradesmen and got right on to the job of hut construction. The first one to be 
erected was a dining-room built by the forestry men, on the public holiday week-end, with wood supplied by         
Mr. W. L Summers.” 
 
“This was at No. 1 Camp - the nucleus of the CoIony. The huts here each accommodated two men. They were built 
back to-back with a fireplace in the wall between, so that one chimney served the two huts, and wardrobe space 
could also be fitted in. Wood was very plentiful and in the winter weather the men would often like to build fires      
in their rooms…” 
 
Opening Day: 
The Mayor of Adelaide, Mr Lavington Bonython, performed the opening ceremony, and the Mayoress on that day 
coined the phrase “Forsyth’s foresight” which has often been quoted. This she put into a graceful speech of        
congratulation delivered from the back of the Kuitpo truck which formed a platform. 
 
This place was a wonderful challenge to the men. They were to carve a farm colony out of scrubland that would 
have probably broken the first settlers who tackled it; but for them it meant blazing a trail and working, not only   
for themselves, but to build up an institution to aid other men who needed a helping hand. 
 
The first Manager: 
Mr S R Gray was the first Manager of the Colony. He was a man in his late thirties, full of enthusiasm and anxious 
to help his fellow men. He had seen service in the 1914-18 war and was well known in sporting circles, having been 
an umpire for some years of the South Australian National Football League. He was a Christian man who felt that 
this job was really worth-while, and he entered into it whole-heartedly with a sense of vocation, and a willingness  
to encourage a spirit of friendship and comradeship that from the start made the Colony a real home.” 
 
The Men: 
“Forsyth was faced at the beginning of the venture with the fact that working clothes had to be provided for all     
the men, because most of those who came to him had only the clothes they stood up in. Often they were in a very   
sad plight, usually with no underwear or socks and many of them with only old sand-shoes or worn-out boots on 
their feet. They were issued with a set of working clothes comprising trousers and tunic, an overcoat, two changes  
of underwear and socks and a pair of stout boots, three good woollen blankets, a bush rug, towel and pillowcase.  
 
The men were well housed and well fed and each man received a weekly gratuity. At first this was 4/- in cash and    
l/- to a reserve account, so that when he left to go to a job he had some money to draw upon. As men took on respon-
sibility their gratuity increased. Charge-men naturally were considered in this matter, though none of the Colonists 
received the basic wage. 
 
As positions offered, the best men were sent out to them, and others taken in to fill their  places. Often applications 
came in for Colonists because others from the CoIony had made good in the district. There was always a long   
waiting list for admission. There were many cases that could not be refused whether there was room or not or 
whether there were funds or not. For instance, one desperate young Englishman was saved from suicide by the    
police and brought in to 
the Mission. 
 
He had to be given fresh 
hope and a chance in life. 
Others were lifted from 
evil environment and it 
was a very wise choice  
that placed the Colony 
ten miles from the nearest 
pub, a long distance to  

 This photograph taken 
from the book “He Came 

From Ireland” shows  
the original Kuitpo  

Colonists  

Continued on following page... 

Continued from previous page 



   Page 6 

 
walk for a drink. Alcohol is not allowed on the Colony.”                         
 

 Church approval: 
“As a matter of fact this lack of official Methodist sanction is one of the best 
things that ever happened to the Colony, as their acceptance would have set 
in a narrower groove what is really a national work and is helped by every 
section of the community, Catholic as well as Protestant. Kuitpo CoIony is 
run by a Board of Management of which Samuel Forsyth is Chairman. It is 
entirely undenominational in its operations, and is open to all ministers of 
religion to hold services. The Kuitpo office is situated in the Central      
Mission Building, Franklin Street, Adelaide.” 
 
Summarising: 
“The Colony has always been run on business lines and has earned as 
much money as possible. The fact that as jobs appeared the best men were 
always sent out to them has put the work on a different basis from an       
ordinary business proposition. The fact that Kuitpo Colony exists for the 
men, and not the men for the Colony, has never been lost sight of. 

 
During the twenty one years of its existence the 
Colony has cost £124,724. Money earned by     
production is £44,512 and money raised £79,713. 
Over 6,000 men have passed through in that      
period. 
 
The whole plant of the Colony can be considered   
a valuable national asset.” 
 
 

  “BRAINS AND INITIATIVE REVEALED”                               
B A Oliver, journalist 

“Kuitpo CoIony is more than an ideal it is an    
accomplishment. It is a monument to the           
forethought and enterprise of a band of workers 
who saw in the suggestion of the Rev S Forsyth      
a way to save young men from the insidious      
conditions brought about by the depression.” 
 
There are brains and initiative in that secluded 
spot a few miles beyond Willunga, where a former 
wilderness has given place to a home of instruction 
for eighty young men, and the nucleus of a model 
farm which will house many more as the scheme 
develops. “Ask Mr S R. Gray (Manager) or Mr J C 
Weatherall (Assistant Manager) what has been 
accomplished in a little more than 12 months. They 
point with pride to the wood and iron buildings - 
huts, dining-rooms, fowl-houses, pigsties, engine-
shed, laundry, dairy, incubator house and so on. 
There is nothing amateurish about their construction. They have been built by tradesmen, or former tradesmen, as 
many of the men were before they became unemployed. Look a little closer and you will find originality in design - 
the practical application of ideas for the comfort and benefit  of the occupants.” 
 
“Over a rise, six acres of land is being put under crop: in another part five acres has been cleared and reserved    
for tobacco cultivation, in yet another section is six acres for an apple orchard, half of which has been planted. 
 
Men are happily engaged in all directions making the areas productive as possible and learning general farm     
operations.  
-From the “Mail” by B. A. OLIVER. (This article is included in the book) 
 
Note: Kuitpo is reported (in this book) as the name Aboriginal people gave to a reed growing in Blackfellows 
Creek that was used for basket making. 
 

The land leased for Kuitpo Colony was all scrubland that had to be 
cleared by hand. This hard physical work was considered beneficial 
in preparing these men for work that would eventually become avail-
able. The cleared timber was used in the pottery kilns (above left) 
and for firewood. 

Continued from previous page 



 

Below are a few slides taken by the late Max Williams when he visited Kuitpo Colony in the 1950s. Accord-
ing to Rev. Ben Usher, this Colony was the largest manufacturer of flower pots in the southern hemisphere. 

Ben Usher’s father was at one time, the Minister at this Colony and we hope to have further information 
from him in a future Chronicle.     
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Continued from September’s Chronicle... 

                                                  Tennis in the New Century 
The 21st century has seen tennis continue as a major sport in Mount Compass although the number of participants 
has fluctuated in both the Senior and Junior levels. The year 2000 for example, saw 30 Senior players and 20 Juniors 
in the Club and the 2006-7 Season saw MCTC listed as the largest club in the GSTA. In that year they entered four 
Senior teams with 44 players and had grown to 8 Junior teams with 32 players. That growth had continued into the 
2012-13 season with a combined membership of 120 players, with Five Senior teams that year (two of which won 
their Grand Finals) along with seven Junior teams. It should be noted that the number of Juniors in that year was   
the highest of any team in the Great Southern Tennis Association. 
 
Since then tennis here, as in much of the country, has struggled to reach the popularity of years gone by, with the 
Club primarily using their seven courts located alongside the clubrooms. Tennis Committees have consistently  
made the Juniors a key priority to help ensure the viability of this sport in Mt Compass. Graded balls for juniors 
were introduced, along with various coaching clinics and lightning tournaments.  
 
The last decade has provided more historic milestones for the Club. 
 
The 2016-17 season saw the Club again have one of the largest teams in the GSTA, entering 4 Senior teams and  
7 Junior teams. This successful season led into back-to-back Premierships for the Doubles team over the following  
two seasons (2017-18 & 2018-19). The 2017-18 season also saw Mt Compass Tennis Club awarded the GSTA’s 
prestigious Brian Leinert Shield as the most consistent club across both the Junior and Senior teams. 
  
In the most recent season (2019-20), where some finals were cut short by the Covid-19 virus, Mt Compass had    
entered 2 Senior teams and 3 Junior teams in the GSTA along with a Senior men’s team in Southern Districts     
Tennis, based in Willunga.  

                                                        
                                                         Shared Facilities  
Whenever the Tennis & Netball Clubs have shared courts in the past, they often combined to organise joint fund-
raising activities. In the earlier days, when still known as the Basketball Club, yearly donations were made to the 
Tennis Club for the use of their courts. Later, the maintenance costs of jointly used courts was shared between both 
Clubs, as occurred particularly in the 1980s & 1990s. Currently there is little overlap between the two club’s court 
facilities, which unfortunately increases the maintenance costs each club is exposed to regarding their own courts.  
  
The costs involved with the constant requirement to resurface and clean the courts has continued to be an impost    
on financial resources. Bunnings sausage sizzles, chocolate sales, quiz nights, raffles & assorted tournaments along 
with regular grant applications have become the way of life for Mount Compass Tennis players and their families.  
The most recent works carried out on the courts include a 2004 upgrade (following an extension to their loan from 

the Community Centre) and a permanent sun shelter erected between the two playing areas in 2014. Three courts 
were then resurfaced and the other four courts spray cleaned in the following year. The popular outside timber deck 
was extended in 2016.  

Tennis Clubrooms 
The Tennis Club did not own its own Clubrooms until 1970. Prior to this the traditional afternoon teas and all    
committee meetings were held in the Football Clubrooms for which the Tennis Club was required to pay a hire fee.  
 
Their first true Clubroom was a besser block construction (pictured below, in 1989), built alongside the courts by 
Max Williams with assistance from Ron 
Nitschke. The 1971 expenditure records 
show the  Tennis Club paid $444.50 to the 
Basketball Club under the heading “new 
club rooms”, as their shared cost of the con-
struction. This building was officially 
opened by Keith Blakely, the Club Patron, 
on the 20th December 1970 as the combined 
Clubroom for both Tennis and Netball. 
When the current Tennis Clubrooms were 
built in 1997, this original building was then 
used solely by the Netball Club. After     
undergoing alterations, it is still used by 
them to this day.                                
                               Continued following page... 

          Mount Compass Tennis History – Part 2 
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 Continued from previous page 

The existing Clubhouse was designed 
and built in 1997-98 once again by 
MCTC Life Member, Max Williams 
(pictured left), assisted by fellow Club 
member, John Barrett. At the time of 
completion, these Clubrooms were 
insured by the Tennis Club for 
$25,000 which was the approximate 
final cost of construction.  
 
The building was officially opened by 
Club Patron Cynthia Bowles, along 
with Councillor Glenda Connor, on 
29th March 1998. Glenda mentioned  
in her opening speech that she had 
been associated with the Tennis Club 
for 30 years and among her standout 
memories was the strong doubles 
combination that Cynthia and she had 
formed in their playing days. 
 

It is perhaps this strong bond between the Tennis Club members both on and off the courts that is one of the main 
reasons that this Club has continued to succeed through these 61 years.  
   
                                                             
 
Many of the Senior players gave back to their sport by assisting in the development of the Club’s Juniors. 
 
Mrs Brenda Seidel was a central figure in helping form a Junior Tennis competition in the GSTA. A school teacher 
and local dairy farmer, Brenda was versatile when it came to sports. She was a patron of both the Hockey and      
Netball Associations, coached netball teams for 10 years and played A-Grade tennis at Mt Compass. To cap it off she 
also gave her time to coach the Club’s early Junior teams for 4 years. 
 
In 1991 Brenda Seidel was justifiably 
awarded a Life Membership for 
“outstanding service to the club”, which 
included her work with the Juniors.  
 
Another major contributor to the tennis 
club Life Member Fay Williams, along 
with her daughter Anne, then became    
involved in coaching these Juniors. They 
took on this role for several years, followed 
by Cynthia Bowles in the late 1970s to the 
early 1980s (assisted by Beverley  
McKechnie). Cynthia played tennis for 
many years and later went on to be the 
Club’s Patron.  
 
Jenny Grundy is one more player who took 
on this responsible role, with assistance 
from Jeanette Barrett. Once the Grundy 
family left this district in 1984, Jeanette 
became the Co-ordinator with help from 
Mary-Anne Adamson and Marilyn Stone. 
Two Junior teams were being fielded in 
1981, increasing to three by 1987, with      
a combined total of 40 Juniors. 
 
The Juniors have taken out a number of Premierships over the years, including Division 3 in 1983. The winning team 
in that year consisted of: Cameron Grundy, Sam Adamson, Trevor Day, Greg Plane, Lachlan Grundy, Oliver 
Ferhmann, Rosslyn Day, David Adamson and Mary Basham. The 1993-94 Season was particularly successful for the 
Club’s Juniors with Premierships to the Division 2, Division 3A and Division 4 teams. 

                          Junior Tennis 

The Tennis Club’s Juniors c1970. 
Back– Debbie Wills, Jeff Merritt, Mrs Brenda Seidel (coach) Ian Knockolds, 
Jill Curnow.  
Front– Kathy Nitschke, Judith Whiteman, Michael Fisher, Anne Williams,    
Bobby Fischer, Brenton Knockolds. 

 

    Continued on following page... 
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Continued from previous page                                     
An interesting note is that in the 2017-18 season, the Junior Div 5 team contained three young McHughs (Tom, 
Henry & Joe) enabling this family to become one of the select group of families with three generations of Tennis 
players. Their grandmother, Heather McHugh, had been awarded her Life Membership in 1990 after being involved 
with the Club for many years, including time as the Junior Co-ordinator. Apart from a Williams grandson playing 
for MCTC in one winter competition, the Bowles family is the only other member of this exclusive three generation 
group.  
 
A major coup for the Club’s Juniors occurred during the early 1990s when Jill McKenzie arranged for Wimbledon 
Finalist and former Australian Davis Cup player, Ken McGregor, to coach individual juniors here. Ken, described   
as a ‘real gentleman’, had at the time retired to Victor Harbor. Apart from this coaching role, he also presented     

the trophies at several of the Tennis Club’s Presentation 
nights.  
 
In recent years, the late Lorraine Hornhardt (left) who was 
Junior Co-ordinator for 6 years, followed by Tania Bowles 
(right), who was awarded her Life Membership in 2019, 
have been two of the parents who contributed their time   
and efforts in developing Mount Compass’ Junior tennis 
players.  
 
One indication of the importance placed on attracting 
young players to this sport is the Club’s inclusive policy 
where all juniors who attend the practice night are given 
the opportunity to play in a Saturday match. 
 
One recent contributor to the Juniors was qualified Tennis 
SA coach, Virgil Goncalves. Between 2013 and 2018 this 

passionate tennis coach organised many Junior tournaments & clinics, as well as offering private coaching classes. 
It may be no coincidence that under his tenure, the Club’s Division 1 Juniors were back-to-back Premiers in 2017 
and 2018!     
 
Players in the 2017-2018 Premiership team were: Rory Bowles, Jacob Dugmore, Nathan Hicks & Will Viney.    
Kate Rennerts was the Junior Co-ordinator for that season (and for the previous one).  
 
This focus on developing Junior players is one of the ways in which the Club hopes to maintain Tennis as a major 
sport in Mount Compass.  

   Some of the Club’s Juniors who have excelled include: 
 
Anne Williams (now Merritt) was the 1973-74 under 17 GSTA champion. Later the 1985-86 GSTA Player of the 
Year and winner of the prestigious Division 1 Ladies Metropolitan Lawn Tennis Association Trophy in 1998. 
  
Geoffrey Bowles played in the winning under 17’s A-Grade GSTA team in the 1982 Country Carnival held at     
Memorial Drive. Geoff coached the Mt Compass Juniors and select Association players for 7 years during the 1990s 
and went on to become the Club President (1998-2003 and 2006-09). He was awarded a Life Membership in 2012. 
  
Michelle Barrett won the Country Singles Championship (under 18) at Memorial Drive and took out the Ron  
Tucker trophy for Sportsmanship in 1993. 
 
Travis Arthur played in 6 Mount Compass 
Premiership winning teams, two of which were 
on the same day when in 1995 he played in both 
the Junior and Senior finals. 
  
References: “Chasing Rainbows In The Rain”, 
Trove.com.au and MCCTC Archived Minutes and    
Reports. With assistance from Fay Williams, Cynthia 
Bowles, Heather McHugh, Tania Bowles, Wendy Ar-
thur & Vanessa Maloney.  

The 1994-95 season saw Mt Compass Division 1 
Juniors reach a major milestone - their first ever 
Premiership. The winning team that year (right) 
consisted of Travis Arthur (refer above), Megan 
Hodge, Emily Collett & Shane Orrock.  
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One of the community tasks that received very little attention, but was of huge importance to the smooth operation  
of our halls, is that of the Hall Cleaner or Caretaker. The unsung locals who have carried out this thankless task since 
the late 1800s have now become just one more part of our varied history. Hall cleaning is now in the hands of    
commercial companies, with the days of the local cleaner/caretaker well and truly past.   
  
The first building known as a hall in Mount Compass was the old Roadman’s Cottage, now long since demolished. 
Around 1898 this house was converted into a structure suitable for meetings and dances by removing a centre wall  
to combine two rooms. It was also the local school where the teacher was at times vocal in her disappointment at   
the state in which it was left following dances. This has probably been an ongoing point of concern for many hall 
users through the decades.  
 
This hall was managed by a group of Trustees and we are fortunate that their Minute books and notes from this    
period have survived and are stored in the town’s Archives. From these we can see that Mrs Waye (who lived next 
door) was the paid cleaner in 1900. She was still carrying out this task two years later, for the payment of £1-1 per 
annum until the following year, when a Mrs Smith had taken over the position.  
 
The toilets located nearby were described much later by Arch Peters as consisting of 4 or 5 posts in the ground with 
wire threaded through and ‘grass trees’ laced in between the wires. Prior to septic tank systems, there was simply     
a bucket, which required regular emptying. Mr Jim Waye performed this task for which he apparently was paid      
£3-2-0 during the 1902-03 financial year.  
 
The next Hall (now the Supper Room) was built in 1903 and managed as previously by 5 Trustees along with           
a Management Committee. They appointed various cleaners to look after this new community asset. The 1905    
payment for cleaning the hall and WC (‘Water Closet’, or sometimes recorded as the ‘outhouse’) was £1-4-6 paid 
half yearly.  
 
Financial problems by 1912 meant the Management Committee could no longer afford to pay for this cleaning to   
be carried out. The Minutes from that difficult year, show this problem was overcome when it was accepted that  
“the ladies of Mount Compass attend to the cleaning of the Hall” and “Mr Hutton undertakes to clean the water 
closet”. Thanks to this unpaid community work, no cleaning expenses were required for that year, a period in which 
the committee was losing money and unable to meet their loan repayments.   
  
By 1914 the financial situation had improved and a yearly cleaning cost of 15/- was able to be accommodated. This 
was paid as an accumulated two-year total of £1-10 to cover the two prior years of financial difficulty. 
Not all of the Minute Books have survived to this day, but from those we have, here is a sample of names and pay-
ments for this vital task: 

March 1922 J Waye was paid £1-10 for 6 months cleaning/caretaking. 
In 1925 the caretaker’s 6 monthly payment was £2-5-0 
In June 1925 J McKinlay was paid 16/- as caretaker (possibly only part of the year) 
By May 1926, the caretaker’s salary was £4-10 a year.    
1945-46 Minutes show that H Watson was paid £10 as caretaker & C Anderson was paid for “sanitary 
work.” 
1947 & 1948 Mr McAllan was recorded as the caretaker. 
1950 Herb Watson was back as the caretaker—although his wife & daughter may have contributed here. 
1951 Mr Dix agreed to be caretaker “once he has moved into new house” (the old post office). 
1951 (Dec) Mrs Beaumont was caretaker for 6 months for the payment of £5- 
1957 CC Minutes show that Mr Williams was listed as caretaker. 
 

Keeping the Hall clean has always raised peoples’    
hackles. In 1951 was one such time, with the Secretary 
of the Community Centre requested to place a note in 
the Hall, stating that if it was not left tidy, an extra 5/- 
charge would be imposed. The concept of hall users  
being responsible for the condition of the hall was one 
that remained through the years, with varying degrees  
of success.  

A Thankless Task 

Paul Bruse (right) volunteered to help oil the Supper 
Room floor in 2011. The magnificent timber floors of 
both halls often go un-noticed by many people.       
However Paul, who regularly attended the monthly 
dances held here, was keen to help maintain this asset.  

Continued next page... 



Continued from previous page 

With dancing such an important social event, the honorary position of Floor Steward for the new 1958 Hall was 
considered a key role, with Mr Channon the first person appointed to this task. The Committee were very protective 
of the hall floor at this time, and decided to ban food and drink from being taken into the hall. The timber floor was 
highly regarded for dancing and a great source of local pride.  
 
Lloyd Fisher then accepted this responsibility through the period 1960-64. This position was still of importance in 

1976 when it was then undertaken by Kevin Griggs, who recalls that he took on this position from Ike Arthur.   

With this new Memorial Hall came new caretakers. Arch and Hettie Peters accepted this position in 1958 (for the 
following 10 years), which also included being custodian of the hall keys -for which they received £15- a quarter. 
The Peters’ home was conveniently located for this task, being on Peters Terrace alongside the current Hardware 
Store. Ronda Arthur (nee Peters) can still picture her mother regularly walking back to their house with a mop and 
bucket after cleaning the new hall’s toilets. The new hall was clearly a source of pride for many people with the  
responsibility of caring for its maintenance, seen as a civic duty. 
 
Yet another responsibility of the caretaker was the collecting of hall hire fees, which helps explain why in 1965 the 
Community Centre saw fit to double the caretaker’s payment to £30 a quarter. 
 
More recent caretakers have included:      

1968-1970 Bob Fisher  
1970-1971 Mrs Betty Merritt (interior) & Bob Fisher 
(exterior) 
1971-1972 Robyn Eve ($140 per annum) 
1973 Mrs Raelene Fisher 
1973 Mrs Mona Haywood appointed caretaker. 
 
In the November 1981 Entre Nous, the Caretaker/Cleaner 
duties were listed as shown here on the right. 
 
Colleen Griggs was the hall cleaner/caretaker for an 
amazing 25 years from 1989 until finally handing the job  
over to Jackie Bartle. The hall bookings at that time were 
undertaken by Mona Haywood but this task was then 
handed on to Colleen and added to her list of duties.  
 
As befitting a small country town, the Hall keys were  
collected from a hook under the Griggs’ open carport - 
yes, it was an honour system! In all her time as the hall 
caretaker, Colleen could not recall this system ever being abused. On odd occasions the keys may have been       
returned a day or two late, but it appears that the keys were never removed for any untoward purposes. That speaks 

volumes for the community of that time.  
 
With the Mt Compass Hall being renowned for its    
excellent dancing floor, it required more than just 
sweeping to keep it in condition. Colleen’s special 
floor recipe was a mix of kerosene, eucalyptus sawdust 
(not pine) and grated candle wax that was combined 
and swept onto the floor to maintain that all important    
ballroom standard. 
 
With the 2016 renovations completed, a new large foy-
er and modern extended toilets meant that the cleaning 
needed to now be handed over to a commercial clean-
ing company. This signalled the end of the reliance on 
community minded locals for the cleaning of our halls. 
Times they have a-changed.     
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Kevin & Colleen Griggs gave many years of service to the 
community through their maintenance of the Hall. 
As the cleaner for about 25 years, Colleen along with Kevin, 
(a previous Floor Steward) managed to maintain Mount 
Compass’ reputation as having one of the best dancing floors 
on the Fleurieu Peninsula.   

 



This competition is now open for photographs from all entrants. 
Amateur or professional – we need your photos 

 
All entries received will be added to our Archives as a permanent record of life in Mt Compass 

 during these interesting times. 
 

There are two themes that your photographs can be entered under: 
 
 

Mt Compass @ Work    or     Mt Compass @ Play 
 

Thanks to the New Moon Newsletter each entry gives you the chance to win one of two $150 prizes! 
 

Details can be found at: https://mtcompassarchives.org/photocomp/ 
Entries can be lodged at: photos@mtcompassarchives.org 

or 
contact Steve on 85568444 or email mtcompassarchives@gmail.com for more information 

 
Photos can be taken with your phone or camera – just start clicking now. 

Competition closes 1st March 2021 

     New Moon- Mt Compass Archives Photography Competition  
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 The MCTC Seniors to date, have numerous Premierships. The years and those involved are as follows: 
 
1966 (B-1 Grade): Ron Nitschke, R Butler, Trevor Connor, Ken Grundy, A Higgins, J Mayfield, B Seidel, J Higgins, 

R Allen, L Duffield. 
1966 (B-2 Grade) 
1966 (C Grade): Verne Arthur, L Fisher, V Hanrahan, J Yeoman, P Jackson  
1967 (C Grade, Maroon) 
1968 (C Grade, Maroon) 
1974 (C Grade) Verlie Rowett, Judith Wills, Kathy Nitschke, Debby Wills, Barry Wills, Ken Grundy, Dean Innes  

and Eric Thomas. 
1980 (Div 6 -Winter) SAHCTL (Hard Court Tennis League) Womens 
1988 (Div 3 Maroon) Max Williams, Dean Innes, Jill McKenzie, Sandra Nash, Heather McHugh, Adrian Burton. 
Sandra Nash received an award from the Association in 1988 for not losing a single game during that entire season.  
1988 (Div 2 Mens -Winter) SWP: Mark Williams, John Barrett, Doug McLaren, Jeff Merritt  
1990 (Div 3): Daryl Boots, John Weber, Max Williams, Tamara Jerram, Jill Gay, Dean Innes, Mandy Hall, Deidre 

Holt,  
1990 (Div 2 -Winter) STA Mens: Mark Williams, Damien Obst, Max Williams, Brenton Wilson, David Barrett 
1991 (Div 5): K Brokenshire, H Tuckwell, Kym McHugh, Katie McHugh, J Blakely, R Howard, Willie Innes, Joan 
Rowley – (final played against Mount Compass Heights)   
1991 (Div 1 -Winter) STA Womens: Glenda Connor, Fay Williams, Marilyn Stone, Jeanette Barrett  
1993 (Div 1 -Winter) STA Mens: Ron Hill, Mark Williams, Jeff Brittain, Nathan Luke, Dwayne Cox, Stewart        

Roberts  
1994 (Div 5): Travis Arthur, Emily Collett, Brendan Christian, Gary Lord, Kate McKechnie, Simone Evans, 

Maureen Orrock, Shane Orrock  
1994 (Div 1 -Winter) STA Ladies 
1995 (Div 1 -Winter) STA Ladies 
1996 (Div 2) STA Ladies (Maroon): Tania Williams, Marilyn Stone, Emily Collett, Meagen Hodge   
1996 (Div 6): Peter Holt, Stuart Rosie, Kym McHugh, Joe Blakely, Wendy Camac, Willie Innes, Joan Rowley, 

Anthea Clarke,  
1999 (Div 1 Men) STA:  Nathan Little, Paul Stratton, Stuart Stratton, Ashley Doyle, M Haller, I Stratton, P Rose 
1999 (Div 1 -Winter) STA: Max Williams, Linda Pugh, John Walker, Fay Williams  
2000 (Div 2 Mixed Doubles) STA: Ian Stratton, Fay Williams, Linda Pugh, Max Williams, Walter Sobkociak  
2000 (Div B Mixed Doubles): John Walker, Shane Orrock, Irene Hodge, Carlene Bryant 
2001 A Grade Mixed Doubles: Tania Bowles, Marilyn Stone, John Walker, Craig Lark, Sean Bratchell 
2002 (Div 2) STA Ladies -undefeated all season 
2005 (Div 4) Ben McHugh, Payton Roocke, Bradley Arthur, Heath McKenzie, Bianca Hornhardt, Carlene Bryant, 

Leighton Collins, Michelle Collins, Katie Clarke, Maureen Orrock 
2007 (Div 3) Maroon: Leighton Collins, Nick Brokenshire, Ben McHugh, Bradley Arthur, Craig Merritt, Michelle 
Collins, Carlene Bryant, Katie Clarke, Kiara Mudge, Amy Brokenshire,  
2010 (Div 1) Paul Dugmore, Heidi Greaves, Geoff Bowles, Jodie White, Emma Zimmerman, Tania Bowles, Marcus 

Burdett, Jon Whellams.  
(This was the Club’s first GSTA Division 1 grand final win in the 51 years since first joining that Association          

in 1959). 
2011 (Div 3 Gold): Pauline Giles, Carlene Bryant, Harrison Collins, Liz Milford, Michelle Collins, Leighton      

Collins, Brandon Ashfield, Matthew Grist, Nick Jong  
2012 (B Doubles Res): Kym Hosking, Kate Irvine, Vanessa Maloney, Ben Stark  
2013 (Div 1): Paul Dugmore, Craig Mathew, Geoff Bowles, Matthew Viney, Matthew Clayton, Morgan Brand, 

Jodie White, Tania Bowles, Emma Zimmermann,   
2013 (Div 3) Gold: Leighton Collins, Harrison Collins, William Zimmermann, Todd Milford, Michelle Collins,    

Carlene Bryant, Pauline Giles, Taylah Gregory, – defeating Mt Compass Maroon in the final 
2016 (Div 1) Maroon: Paul Dugmore, Adam Fonfe, Jodie White, Tania Bowles, Geoff Bowles, Jordan Boots 
2018 Open Doubles (Maroon): Jon Whellams, Michael Zimmerman, Kate Irvine, Sian Maloney, Matt East, Vanessa 

Maloney.  
2019 Open Doubles: Jon Whellams, Justin Moore, Michael Zimmermann, Kate Irvine, Sian Maloney, Vanessa 

Maloney 
                                (The Doubles team were back to back Premiers in 2018 & 2019) 

                           

                                   If you have any additions or corrections to this list please let us know 
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            Tennis Premierships: (all are GSTA unless marked STA) 
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The views & opinions reflected in this Journal do not represent the views of the Mt Compass War Memorial  

Community Centre Inc. 
 

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed here. If you wish to advise of any corrections required 
or wish to add further information regarding any item, please contact me using the address below. 

 
Most importantly: if you have any information, documents or photographs that that could be of interest to 

the Archives please give me a call or send an email.                                                      
                                                       Steve Kettle (mtcompassarchives@gmail.com)   

Mt Compass Community Tennis Club teams 
1. 2010 Div 1 Premiers: back- Paul Dugmore,   

Heidi Greaves, Jodie White, Tania Bowles, front
- Geoff Bowles, Emma Zimmermann, Marcus 
Burdett. 

2. 2013 A-Grade Premiers: Back- Craig Mathew, 
Matthew Viney, Matthew Clayton, Jon 
Whellams, Jodie White, Paul Dugmore, front – 
Geoff & Tania Bowles, Emma Zimmermann, 
Morgan Brand. 

3. 2005 Div 4 Premiers: back- Katie Clarke (m 
McHugh), Maureen Orrock, Michelle Collins, 
Carlene Bryant, front– Heath McKenzie, Brad-
ley Arthur. Leighton Collins, Ben McHugh,  
Payton Roocke.   

4. 2012 B Doubles: Vanessa Maloney (current 
Club President), Ben Stark, Kate Irvine,       
Kym Hosking. 

5. 2016 Div 1 Premiers: Paul Dugmore, Jordan 
Boots, Jodie White, Tania Bowles, Adam Fonfe, 
Geoff Bowles      
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