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Those Were the Days...
This photograph captures a period in time which, hopefully, most of us will not have to live through.
During the depression years of the 1930s leading up to World War 2, work was not all that easy to find, with many
taking whatever jobs they could. In 1938, after Clarrie and Lilian Polomka (nee Pollard) were married at the Mt
Compass Church of Christ, they lived in the tent shown above, trapping rabbits and foxes to sell the skins.
After leaving the Mt Compass school as an over-age student in 1930, Clarrie Polomka aged 14, had at a variety of
occupations such as grubbing stumps, clearing land with an axe, carting gravel for the new road between Nangkita
and Finniss, rolling scrub with a tractor, fencing paddocks and digging wells.
Bonnie, the first of Clarrie & Lily’s seven children also slept in the tent shown above, with the bottom drawer of
a chest of drawers serving as her cot. It is thanks to Bonnie (Crouch) that we now have a copy of this photograph
stored in our digital archives (taken in about 1938-39).

Her mother Lily was born in Tasmania, after which the family moved to South Australia and became one of the
original settler families at Enterprise Colony. The Church of Christ had established this Colony in the early 1930s
as a practical way to help some of Adelaide’s unemployed families obtain a living during the depression.
It was also in the early 1930s that the colony at Yundi was started with similar aims. Whether these schemes were
successful or not, times were hard and people were willing to give anything a go.
According to his 1994 Eulogy, Clarrie was an outdoor man and loved the open spaces. He worked hard for little
pay, including milking cows at Hope Forest in the early mornings and again at night, while also clearing land and
fencing during the day. His wife Lily would later say that “they were very long days”. The family would, in time,
settle in the south east at Lucindale. (Refer to page 13 for more on the Polomka family’s time in Mt Compass).
(For those people with an interest in cars, the one shown here is possibly the very popular, but low cost, Essex tourer.)
Photographs and articles in the Chronicle can be copied for non-commercial purposes provided the Mt Compass Archives are
acknowledged as the source.
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Editorial
For anyone who has ever played cricket, of which there are many in our district, this edition has something of
particular interest to you - the history of Mount Compass Cricket Club.
As with many country towns, the local sports clubs were often the primary source of recreation and social contact
for those who worked hard during the week. Mount Compass was no exception, with teams being formed well
before there was any real township here. This cricket history has been compiled from numerous sources and will
be an ongoing project, as is the history of all sports played here. The Cricket Club’s Juniors will have their own
story in our next Chronicle - any recollections you may have of playing for them will be gratefully received.
If you do have any historic items, photographs, documents or knowledge, of the formative days of any sports
in this district, please let me know. The Archives is seeking to build up an accessible resource on the history
of each sport played here, which will then be available to all via our website and possibly in book form. Anything
you can help to provide us with will be appreciated.
Speaking of providing things, there are two members of the Polomka family listed on our Mt Compass-Nangkita
Honour Roll, whose descendants have generously donated a unique item to our Archives. It is a small piece of
metal ‘souvenired’ from a Japanese plane that was shot down while attacking Darwin Harbour (refer back page).
We have also been given their father’s WW2 dog-tag. (On page 13 is a history of this family, covering the period
that they called Mt Compass home.)
Along with other small but interesting historic items we have stored in the Archives, the possibility of displaying
some of these in a purpose built cabinet in the Hall Foyer is being explored. There will be more information
about this as the plan develops, but in the mean time, if you have anything small laying around at home or in the
shed, that has a connection to this district’s history, do not throw it away - we may soon be able to display it for
all to see. Small tools (that can fit into a shoe box), cutlery, badges, programmes, tickets, jewellery or kitchen
ware etc - as long as it relates to Mount Compass, we would like to know what you have.

Finally, if anyone would like a personal visit to the Archives, please feel free to contact me. Otherwise, the
Archives History Group meets in the Hall Foyer at 5.00pm on the first Tuesday each month - and anyone is
welcome to attend. The meetings are both informal and interesting, with the next meeting booked for the 7th
September (Covid permitting).
Steve Kettle

News reports from the past

Two B-grade cricket
premiership reports from
the Victor Harbor Times.
Left is from the 15th April
1949 and covers the first
day’s play in the B Grade
Grand Final between Mount
Compass and Encounter
Bay.
Right is the 11th March
1960 report on the Mount
Compass vs Yankalilla
Grand Final. Current Mount
Compass residents Trevor
Connor and Verne Arthur
played in this winning side
61 years ago.
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The History of Cricket in the Mt Compass – Nangkita District
Part 2 - Mount Compass
In 1932 cricket began to be organised at Mount Compass under the guidance of such people as Karl Verco, Sam
Curnow (right) and the Anderson family. With no formal oval yet built, a clay pitch was scratched out on what was
Burt’s property, before it was sold to the Verco family in 1934 (and is now the
Brokenshire family’s dairy). This pitch was located near where Lanacoona Road is
today, with the original road being further south, running opposite the Bahloo Glen
Road intersection.
These early games were simply scratch matches against other local sides such as
teams from the Yundi Settlement, Nangkita Cricket Club and a Range Road team.
The first competition matches played by an organised Mt Compass Cricket Club
(MCCC) were in a new Southern Cricket Association (SCA) C Grade competition.
A special meeting had been called by this Association to meet with representatives
from McLaren Vale, Willunga, Nangkita and Mt Compass following their request
to form a new competition at this level. The request was agreed to, with the McLaren
Vale Colts making up their team’s side in this four-way competition.

Sam Curnow
MCCC Life Member

The Nangkita Cricket Club won the Premiership in the inaugural 1935-36 season. Mt
Compass lost their semi final match against Willunga in that year, with SCA Minutes showing the game was played
in Willunga but Mt Compass was required to provide the matting. The Mt Compass team did become Premiers the
following season (1936-37) after beating local rivals Nangkita in the Grand Final.
Sam Curnow was mentioned in the Association’s Yearly Reports as the best C Grade bowler for both seasons,
taking 35 wickets for 5.5 runs apiece in 1935-36 and 23 wickets for 173 runs (average of 8.6) the following season.
Karl Verco had the 3rd best C Grade batting average for that second season with 9 wickets for 268, giving him
an average of 29.7 runs per wicket.
According to an October 1976 Entre Nous article written by Sam Curnow (above) and Norm Anderson, that first
team consisted of: Roy Birt (Captain), Karl Verco, Horrie & Oscar Jacobs, Keith, Cyril & Norm Anderson,
S Curnow, Dennis (Bob) Jones, Alex Simons and Stan Roberts.
It is interesting to note that the Anderson family figured prominently in the Cricket Club’s early history with
brothers Norm, Cyril, Keith & Stan all playing, along with five Curnow brothers also to the fore, with all of them
managing to play together in at least one match during this pre-war period.
For the three seasons from 1937-38, both Mt Compass and Nangkita then played in this Southern Cricket
Association’s B Grade which was split into two regional divisions (Northern & Southern), with the matches now
becoming two day events. It was decided that the winners of the two divisions would play each other in a Grand
Final for the Premiership. In their first B-Grade competition in Southern, Mount Compass tied for top position with
McLaren Vale, both teams on 24 points. Unfortunately, as McLaren Vale had the superior bowling and batting
averages, they finished on top and went on to beat Reynella for the Premiership.
Sam Curnow continued to perform for Mt Compass, finishing second in the bowling
average that season, with 36/198 (5.5 runs/wicket average). Another notable performance from a Mt Compass player during this period, was when Brian Wesley-Smith
won the SCA Best Fielding trophy for season 1938-39 (votes were given by the
opposing captain in each match).
The nineteen players registered for Mt Compass in 1937-38 were: A C Killmier (the
local Pastor who registered but did not play), Karl Verco, Brian Wesley-Smith, H
Wesley-Smith, L Shepherd, H Mitchell, M Anderson, A (Bert?) Anderson, Norm,
Keith and Cyril Anderson (right), Alec Simons, Alb Simons, Sam Curnow, Frank
Simons (see page 12), D McKinlay, Arthur Bollen, R McKinlay and Stan Roberts.
(If anyone wishes to see the bowling and batting records from the 1930s for any family
members in this list, just ask, we have a scanned copy in our Archives, obtained from the
Noarlunga Library’s Archives.)

In 1940 with World War II underway, cricket was abandoned and did not re-start
until the 1945-46 season.
Continued on following page...

Cyril Anderson in 1948
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Continued from previous page

Once cricket did restart, those former Nangkita players who were still keen, joined in with Mount Compass to form
the one Club. That first post-war season saw all the teams play in the one grade, which was split into two regional
divisions (Northern & Southern again). The division Mt Compass competed in also included teams from Willunga,
Aldinga, Myponga, Range Road and McLaren Vale. Special qualification rules were introduced for those players
who had served during the war and wanted to play but were still being demobbed.
Mt Compass finished a creditable third that year, in which it was noted by the Association’s Secretary that the
playing standard was good but not at pre-war levels. Local cricket stalwart Geoff Stone, who had previously played
for Nangkita, now became the Mt Compass SCA representative and was voted onto that Association’s Executive
Committee for three consecutive years from 1946.
The years 1946 to 1949 saw Mt Compass Cricket Club enter both an A and B Grade team in the Southern Cricket
Association. For the 1946-47 season, both Grades were each split into Northern and Southern divisions, primarily
for “transport reasons”, which presumably was due to petrol rationing. The A Grade players were apparently not
endeared with this decision, with the result that the following year, all A Grade teams competed in the one division.
The larger B Grade competition continued as two regional divisions.
Issues over distances travelled became a topic for discussion during these times with some games played on neutral
grounds situated between the teams. Reynella, Morphett Vale and Myponga are recorded in the SCA Minutes as
wanting to travel only half the distance. In 1947 mention was also made of the Mt Compass games being played on
neutral grounds (as were Myponga’s matches). The state of our pitch may have contributed to this decision as much
as the distance - refer page 5).
In the final season that Mt Compass competed in the SCA competition (1948-49) the A Grade finished a creditable
fourth out of nine teams with the B Grade finishing a very distant last out of five teams.
By this time a second B Grade team had been formed at Mt Compass to be entered in the Great Southern Cricket
Association (GSCA). During the 1946-47 season, GSCA had introduced their first B Grade competition, into
which in 1948-49, MCCC entered this new B Grade side - making it three teams in two competitions that year.
The first season in GSCA surprisingly, was a Premiership one. Mount Compass won every match of the season in
this five team competition, most of them outright. They then faced Encounter Bay in a two day Grand Final. Sam
Curnow captained this side, which also included three of his brothers, Keith, Colin and Stan (who was to play
cricket for approx. 33 years). Others who played in that winning Grand Final team were: Ron Lane, N & J Holme,
A Russell, R Cooper, J Ellis and Reg Watson (below, right).
That Grand Final was an interesting tussle. Following a modest first innings total of 68 by Mt Compass, Encounter
Bay only managed 43 runs thanks to a 7 wicket haul at the cost of just 20 runs, by Ron Lane. The second day of
this match was set to be an epic battle. Unfortunately, the Mt Compass opening batsmen were both dismissed in the
first over but thanks to a quick 47 from that man Ron Lane again, a reasonable total of 93 runs was achieved.
Encounter Bay started their innings soundly, but once their openers were bowled out by Reg Watson and S B (Sam)
Curnow, Ron Lane then stepped in to take the next four wickets. Even though Encounter Bay managed to score 97,
Mt Compass had won the match outright.
GSCA’s Award for best bowling aggregate in the B Grade that year, went to Mount
Compass’ R Watson and the highest batting aggregate to S J (Stan) Curnow, but no
figures were printed in the newspapers. (Unfortunately the MCCC does not hold any
records from the 1930s to 1950s)

The 1949-50 season saw Mt Compass move their A-grade side from the Southern
Cricket Association into the Great Southern Cricket Association for the first time,
which brought the total in that top division to six teams. The Club’s struggling B Grade
side was also withdrawn from the SCA at the same time, with MCCC remaining with
the GSCA ever since.
Country Carnivals proved to be popular in South Australia from 1947 until the late
1950s, with Geoff Stone organising a local team that often played in this annual
Adelaide competition. The side was registered under the name of Mt Compass with
some additional players recruited to help make up the numbers. This Carnival was a
popular two-week event that drew rural teams from across the state, competing on
ovals throughout the metropolitan area. A 1949 Adelaide Chronicle report states that
54 country teams were entered that year and notes 27 metropolitan ovals were in use.
Continued on following page...

Reg Watson in 1948
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The players who made up the 1950 Mount Compass
Country Carnival team (right) were: Back row M Dolling, B Dowling, B Smart (vice captain),
C Smart, S Curnow, J Smart. Front - Cyril Anderson,
G Stevens, Geoff Stone (Captain & Organiser), Erk
Anderson (Club President), Ray Stone.
Continued from previous page

At the GSCA 1949-50 end of season Awards dinner,
there were a number of Mt Compass players mentioned.
In the A Grade competition, Reg Watson was awarded
the Best Bowling aggregate trophy for his haul of 26
wickets while H Abbott managed the second best Association bowling average of 7.3 runs per wicket. In the
B Grade competition, mention was made of the all
rounder Sam Curnow. He had achieved the Association’s 4th highest batting aggregate with his 360 runs, he was the
4th highest wicket-taker that season (with 38 wickets) and had a bowling average of 8.9. The Mt Compass bowling
attack that season must have been quite formidable, as Norm Anderson with a season average of 8.9 had achieved
the second best figures in the GSCA. The Club President for that year was Erk Anderson.
All the local cricket matches were still being played on Charlie Verco’s property. In a newspaper report covering
their November 1949 loss to Encounter Bay, comments were made on the impossibility of that game becoming
a high scoring one due to the poor condition of the oval. According to the author’s sarcastic comment, the oval,
“to put it mildly, is well-grassed ”. This is probably not surprising though, as this was still a working farm paddock,
complete with bracken fern and rabbits!
From 1937 until the late 1940’s work had been painstakingly carried out on the present town oval - a period of
some 12 years or so (refer photo of a working bee below). No record of exactly when the first formal cricket match
was played on the new oval has yet been located, but it seems likely to have been around 1952.

Having a surface that was suitable for cricket may have taken a little longer than was originally envisaged.
A report in the Victor Harbor Times from March 1948 does state that: “The new oval is not as well covered by turf
as was hoped, and it has been suggested that sowing with clover, or something similar, may be necessary to save
the surface during the coming wet season.”
In June of 1950, the Community Centre Committee gave the Football Club permission to train on the new oval
once a week, on a one-month trial. In September that year, the Cricket Club was given permission to lay a concrete
pitch on this new oval.
Even as late as January 1951, newspaper reports were only stating that grass had been planted on the oval and that
it “was responding well.”
Over the ensuing years, this oval has been further expanded as the Community Centre committee continued to purchase further neighbouring land, developing it into the major sporting complex it is today, covering some 9½ acres
(3.8 hectares).
The early 1950s saw some competitive A Grade cricket from MCCC, but no silverware. Players such as J Ellis who
took the most A Grade wickets in the GSCA for 1950-51, as well as scoring 408 runs, helped the team considerably.
Things were not looking good for cricket in general however. A 1955 report in the VH Times stated that on the
South Coast “cricket in recent years has deteriorated to an alarming degree.”
Continued on following page...
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Mt Compass then found themselves at the wrong end of the Premiership table in 1956
and again in 1957 possibly due to the loss of high calibre players such as J Ellis*.
They were subsequently unable to field teams for two consecutive seasons (1957-58
and 1958-59) but did eventually field a side in the newly formed B Grade competition
for the following 1959-60 season. This team managed to win the Premiership that year
– captained by a 16 year-old aspiring cricketer named Trevor Connor.
MCCC unfortunately entered a rocky period through much of the mid 1950s to 60s,
with the GSCA competition not faring much better. The Club managed to reform the
A Grade team in 1962-63 after it had been in hibernation for five years, while also
continuing to field their B team and, for the first time, a Colts side. This unfortunately
proved to be a short lived boost for the game, with the A Grade folding once more in
1964-65. Some local enthusiasts (such as Bill Nash, Graeme Connor, Ray Stone
& Ray Rothe) elected to play their beloved sport at Goolwa for a few years
In 1966-67, the local State Bank’s branch manager Ron France, (also the Mt Compass
Football Club coach), was instrumental in getting the A Grade up and running once
more. with support from the enduring Ray Stone.

It was a stumbling start once again though, with the Club unable to field any teams
in the 1968-69 GSCA season. Those who enjoyed their cricket fought on however,
to once again register an A Grade side the following year.

Above: Bill Nash in 1975
after winning the A Grade
Grand Final

A significant boost to the Club occurred in 1966 when the influential Robert (Bob)
Smith (right) joined from Port Elliot. He had recently purchased the 173 acre dairy
farm “Mantawel” situated along Goolwa Road and, with his prior sporting reputation
known to the Club, he was successfully approached.
Bob was to have a major influence on cricket in Mount Compass throughout the 1970s
in his role as both the Club’s President and A Grade captain. He did much to instil
a self-belief in the players during his time. Bill Nash (top right), who achieved the
match winning figures of 6/26 off 19 overs in the 1975 Grand Final, generously placed
his performance that day, down to Bob’s ‘inspirational leadership’.
The 1970s did prove to be a turning point for the local game, with back to back Premierships as Mt Compass followed up their first ever A Grade Premiership in 1974,
with another in 1975. That first Premiership was achieved following a record breaking
score in the Grand Final of 303 for the loss of nine wickets. Bob Smith who was
dropped facing his first ball, went on to score 159 of those runs himself!

During this period, Bob was also the Association President and Captain of the GSCA
Cricket team, before permanently moving to Queensland in 1979.
A significant achievement for the Club, and the game in general, occurred in 1980-81
with the Mt Compass Cricket Club instrumental in GSCA introducing a C Grade
competition. One of the primary reasons for
its establishment was to provide an opportunity for Colts (Under 16s) to play at a
Senior level while also allowing some of
the older cricketers to continue playing at
a more social pace (see report on right).

Above: A jovial Bob Smith
following the A Grade’s
1974 Premiership

The Senior teams, however, went through
a testing time in the mid 1980’s with a
distinct lack of on-field success. Emphasis
was placed on keeping all teams playing,
especially the A Grade. Three skilled players with both the bat and ball who stood out
during this period were David Burgess
(Burger), Mark Kittel (Pecker) and
Andrew Duffield (Duff).
*Two newspaper reports list him as ‘Joe’ but
a W W (Jim) Ellis is known to have played in
the Country Carnival for Mt Compass in 1939
and 1949. They are likely to be the same person.
Continued on following page...

Above: A section of Ray Stone’s report on the Club’s first C Grade
team (from the 1980-81 Year Book)
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The 1987-88 season was a demoralising low point, with all three senior sides finishing in bottom place and the
Colts only managing 5th spot. Player turnout was haphazard - something needed to be done.
Recruiting was carried out in the off season – such as the talented Russell Temple from Victor Harbor who also
brought others along. Amazingly, the A Grade then won a premiership that very season (1988-89), beating the
experienced Encounter Bay in the Grand Final. After scoring a respectable 193 in that game, they managed to win
by 30 runs thanks in no small way to a 5/45 from David Burgess and 4/41 from Andrew Duffield. It had been
a long 14-year spell since their previous A-Grade Premiership.

1989 to 2012 - The Golden
Years
Following this 1989 Grand Final
win, came a 22 year boom period
during which the Mount Compass
Cricket Club would win the majority
of their Senior premierships (13 )
plus 5 Junior Premierships.
During this time, Andrew Duffield
won the GSCA Cricketer of the Year
in 1990-91 & 1992-93, while another
of Mt Compass’ greats, Mark Nash,
followed up with the same award in
1994-95 & 1995-96. This was clearly
a period with very talented players in
the team.

1989 A Grade Premiers: Back– C Patterson, B Connor, T Connor, R
Temple, P Muggleton, P Lewis, D Merritt, Front– M Kittel, A Cameron,
A Duffield, R Bradshaw, T King, D Burgess

Success followed in 1995-96 with
both the A’s and B’s winning their
Premierships and the C Grade (MC Gold) finishing second in their Grand Final. In a nail-biting final, the A’s beat
Yankalilla mainly through their stoic defence of a low 107 run innings, thanks to a match winning 7/46 from
Shane Holme and a 3/44 from Mark Nash. The B’s also fought hard for their win against Victor Harbor with Bill
Nash’s solid 47 not out and some determined bowling allowing them to also triumph. Both victories were reported
as being achieved after both the Mount Compass teams rallied from seemingly impossible positions.
Following the start of this new century, the highs and lows have continued. The financial side was a struggle for
a while, but player numbers did begin to increase, with 4 Senior and 3 Junior teams regularly being registered. The
highs mainly occurred in that first decade with the Premiership tally continuing to grow, but this tailed off during
the second decade of the 2000s.
(2004)
The 2002-3 season saw another Premiership for the A-Grade
following the introduction of three good players from McLaren Districts, including Shane Brown, the future Club President. New captain and elite batsman, Jason Ifould along with
bowler Matt Jolly also boosted the team. That year proved to
be just a warm-up for the Club’s following season with the
A Grade, B Grade and Under 16’s all winning Premierships.
A strong indicator of the benefits gained by introducing the
C Grade team came in 2004 when seventeen of the MCCC
A & B Grade players in those Grand Finals, came up through
the C Grade competition.
Another solid season for the Club occurred in 2006-07 with
the A Grade as minor Premiers while the B and C1 teams each
won their Grand Finals.
It continued two years later when the A’s and B’s both triumphed in another rewarding season. After finishing
runners up for two years, the A Grade captained by Alex ’Sandy’ Num, once again became Premiers. Playing
a strong Willunga side, they struggled at 4 for 44 early on before Sam Braidwood and Mark Nash managed to
make a stand, with the team eventually all out for a competitive 181. Sam Braidwood’s 4/51 and Jake McMillan’s
5/37 helped ensure the eventual victory.
That same season (2008-09) the Bs managed to reach their Grand Final by defeating the standout team for that
year, Port Elliot, after chasing down their total of 218, for the loss of just four wickets. Continued on following page...
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One of the standout players during this period - and possibly of any period in the Club’s
history would have to be Mark Nash (right). He was awarded MCCC’s highest playing
honour of “Cricketer of the Year” an amazing eight times and was also the Association’s
“Cricketer of the Year” twice (1994-95 & 1995-96). Reports at the time stated that Mark,
as an all-rounder was a superb left-arm opening bowler, who could field in any position. As a
batsman, he could play any shot, with his highest score being 132 against Encounter Bay.
In Mark’s travels, he has also won the Alice Springs Cricketer of the Year Award, played
sub-county cricket for Blyth in England and was named Cricketer of the Year for the
Tatiara Cricket Association in 2005 (when he played at Tintinara for a year).
Continued from previous page

When Grand Final day came along, Boyde Millar hit 116 runs, helping the team to
reach an impressive total of 368, which their McLaren opponents were never going
to reach - especially with the strong bowling attack of youngsters Ziggy Vitkunas
and Robert Martin to overcome.
2011-12 did prove to be another solid season, which saw the C Grade this time
attaining a Premiership and the A & B Grades almost doing the same - each finished
up as losing Grand Finalists. This was one step up from the previous year which also
saw three Senior sides make their Grand Finals, but that time all three fell at the final
hurdle. Not bad though, for a small-town club. Unfortunately, that 2012 Premiership
by the C Grade was to be the last one to be won by any MCCC side since.
The boom period was drawing to a close. For most seasons, the Club had managed to field at least one Junior
team, but 2011-12 was the season when no junior teams were registered, which did not bode well for future numbers. The following season an Under 16 team was registered, but only as a combined team from all Junior levels.
Over the ensuing years, the shortage of players began to spread through to the Senior levels. Long serving Club
president Shane Brown stood down in 2013 after eleven years at the helm. He had overseen many changes and
successes at MCCC, but it was now time for some of the younger players to step up. Over the next few years, the
youthful committee strove to rejuvenate the Club. Some older heads were still around however to help steer the
ship – Bob Martin remained as Club Secretary and is still there after 29 years in that role!
An Under 12 side was able to be formed again for the 2014-15 season, a year in which the B’s made it to the Grand
Final. This stabilising of the Club carried on into 2015-16 with three Junior teams now playing, although two of
these teams were combined with neighbouring clubs. The A Grade once again began recruiting new players to help
improve their competitiveness. Shane Brown (aka Chopper) also returned to the Presidency, adding more stability
to the Club, along with his well-honed leadership skills.

After 20 seasons of fielding four Senior teams, the 2013-14 season saw this drop to three teams, where it has
remained to this day. On-field success has remained sparse, however the Junior Colts (who were still managing
to reach Grand Finals) remained one of the bright spots.
The Mt Compass Cricket Club’s facilities are now amongst the best in the Association, including two magnificent
ovals. The most recent, Burgess Oval (opened in 1992) was developed by the Community Centre with strong
support from the Cricket Club (along with the now defunct Soccer Club).
This oval boasts a pop-up irrigation system (installed 2013) retractable practice nets, a bowling machine,
clubrooms with many facilities and, since 2019, a magnificent turf wicket. The C Grade side christened this new
pitch when they played their season opener here on 19 th November 2019.

Continued on following page...

The new turf wickets designed by Les Burdett - under construction at Burgess Oval in 2019
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The Burgess Oval turf pitch had been laid to the specifications of Adelaide Oval’s
world renowned curator, Les Burdett. This 3-pitch block was installed by a keen
band of volunteers who removed the old concrete pitch and laid 700 square metres
of fresh turf. A new shed was then erected to house the roller & mower required to
maintain the pitch and with the tremendous input of David Burgess, these pitches
have become the envy of all opposition teams who visit there.
In the Club’s yearbooks from the past 30+ years, two names have regularly received
a vote of thanks – the late Ken Ekers (right) and the current groundsman, David
Burgess. Both of these men donated much of their own time towards the maintenance of the two ovals, particularly in regard to the constant mowing required for
a respectable cricket oval. (David is the son of the late Ken Burgess, after whom
the top oval is named).
The Club has for many years been a major contributor at Association level. Robert
(Bob) Smith was the Association’s President, as was Trevor Connor. Robert
(Bob) Martin has in more recent years also filled the position as Association SecreKen Ekers (1927-2009)
tary - the same position he continues to serve at Mt Compass. Both Trev Connor and
Bob Martin have now had the honour Life Membership to the GSCA awarded to them.
For a cricket club from a small country town, Mt Compass has regularly put other clubs to shame. The number of
teams and players registered has on occasions, been the highest in the competition. The Club’s stated aim for many
years has been to provide a game of cricket to as many players as possible, despite the down side of this being fewer
premierships than may have been expected. The Club has often found itself playing in finals against opponents that
do not have higher grades (such as playing against a B Grade team from a club without an A Grade).
The Mt Compass Cricket Club’s success and popularity for much of its existence could perhaps be attributed to
a both visionary and dedicated leadership, along with its support for junior involvement. The drawbacks to being
an inclusive club could also be seen as the strength of this Club.
Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic prevented any Grand Finals from being played in the GSCA for the season
2019-20, the first time this has occurred since World War 2.
Following that interrupted season, the Club leaders had much to dwell on. After what was described in their Year
Book as “much soul searching”, the decision was made to lower the Club’s most senior side down from A Grade
to the B Grade for season 2020-21.
This was the first time in decades that Mt
Compass had not fielded an A Grade side.
They made this decision after reflecting on
their distinct lack of on-field success over
recent years, as well as the difficulty in finding A Grade players for what had become
an uncompetitive team.
In a positive light however, the Club still
managed to persuade sufficient players to turn
out in this Covid delayed season to again
enter three Senior teams in the GSCA (a B
Grade and two C Grade teams). Their B
Grade and one of the C Grades (Div2) managed to make it to the Preliminary Finals this
year, while the batting aggregates for the
Club’s top side reportedly showed a “marked
improvement” over recent years.
The most recent A Grade Premiership team (season 2008-2009)
The feeling around the ground is that the tide
is now turning, and this proud Club will soon
return to playing in the top level once more.

Back: Simon Binns, Jake McMillan, Aaron Dalitz, Sam Braidwood, Mark
Przibilla, Sean Connor, Asher Jacobs (12th man).
Front: Neil Dzamko, Shane Brown, Alex Num (Capt), Grant Nitschke,
Mark Nash,
Centre: Jordan Num (mascot)

References: Mount Compass Archive cricket documents, trove.nla.gov.au, MCCC records, SCA records,
Bob Martin, Bill Nash, Linton Jacobs, Entre Nous and New Moon cricket articles, “Chasing Rainbows in the
Rain” by Anne Riddle.

Mount Compass Cricket Club Achievements as at 2021
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1 SCA Club Premiership
24 GSCA Club Premierships (17 Senior + 7 Junior)
8 GSCA Cricketer of the Year awards.
2 Association Presidents
1 Association Secretary
2 GSCA Life Memberships Awarded
The Mount Compass players who have distinguished themselves by winning the coveted
Great Southern Cricket Association’s “Cricketer of the Year” award are:
R K Smith (1974 & 1975), T R Connor (1976), W P Nash* (1978), A Duffield (1991 & 1993) &
M Nash* (1995 & 1996) *Bill & Mark Nash are the only father/son combination to ever win this award.

Life Members - with selected Club highlights
The Club has honoured a number of past members with Life Membership, awarded for significant contributions to
the Club, in addition to their playing career.
Ray Stone, - Life-long cricket stalwart who played the game until almost 70 years of age.
Bob Smith, - Club President and A-Grade Premiership Captain.
Bill Nash, - Club President, Secretary & Treasurer - Took 6/39 off 19 overs to help MCCC A-Grade
to their 2nd Premiership in 1975.
Bill Jerram, - Re-established and coached the Colts for 12 years and Club Secretary for 6 years.
Des Roocke, - Club President & Secretary - batted entire 70 overs vs Goolwa in 1991 opening round for maiden
century and total of 169 not out. Staunch working bee contributor.
Trevor Connor – GSCA President, GSCA Cricketer of the Year. Played in four Club Premierships.
David Holme – Played senior cricket from his early teens & Premiership player. Made a century at the age of
14 playing in B-grade team. Significant working bee contributor.
Geoff Anderson – Club President & Cricketer of the Year.
David Burgess – Club President, Captain, Groundsman extraordinaire & Cricketer of the Year.
Sam Curnow – Awarded posthumously. Early Club President & cricketer – promotor of Junior cricket.
Bob Martin – 30+ years involvement with the Club including 18yrs as a player & 29yrs as Secretary
Neville Miller – Club Patron & C-grade captain. Significant donor of work and materials to the Club/grounds.
Paul Zimmermann – A & B Grade player. 10+ years opening batsman, Club coach & patron.
Shane Brown – A Grade captain (5 years) & Club President (17+ years).
1
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Andrew Duffield
David Burgess
Bob Martin
Shane “Chopper’ Brown
Trevor Connor

FRANCIS (Frank) SIMONS
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Frank was born in Edwardstown on 14th February 1899 to Albert Henry Simons & Elizabeth Emily Simons (nee
Gravestocks). The family moved to Mount Compass in 1916, to a property on Nangkita Road where they ran a small
dairy and market garden.
Frank enlisted with the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) on 19th September 1917 soon after turning 18 years of age.
The application was stamped “Not to embark before 19th Birthday” however his parents signed a letter consenting
to his early embarkation on condition that he join the 3 rd Light Horse Reinforcements. With his occupation recorded
as a farrier, his ability to work with horses may have influenced this decision. He also stated that he had previously
been a member of the ‘Senior Cadets’.
On 30th April 1918, Frank Simons (right) boarded the troop ship ‘HMAT Port
Darwin’ which headed for the port of Suez in the Middle East. While on this
ship he was hospitalised for 3 days with influenza.
His service medical records show that Frank was hospitalised on other occasions, first with fever and then malaria.
Although in and out of medical care, Frank served as a Driver following his
transfer to the 1st Field Squadron Australian Engineers in Egypt. He also travelled as part of the convoy to capture Damascus (Syria) where he suffered his
first attack of malaria. (It was this convoy that featured in the Lawrence of
Arabia movie).
From photographs found in a collection box stored by Frank, men from the
1st Field Squadron Australian Engineers are shown lined up alongside substantial horse drawn wagons, each with a driver holding the reins to a team of four
horses. This would appear to be the role undertaken by Frank. (It is not shown
here as we only have a poor quality copy of this photo at present)

Frank Simons (1899-1940)

He returned to Australia in July 1919 and was discharged in September that year.
Frank became involved with the Mt Compass community in various ways. He performed with the local Mutual
Improvement Society’s ‘Pierrots’ who held shows around the region helping to raise funds for a Hall piano. At
various times he also accepted the roll of Auditor for the Hall Committee and served on that committee in other
years. His physical condition must also have been reasonable in the 1920s as he was a player in the first Nangkita Mount Compass Football team of 1924 and played for the local Tennis Club.

The health problems Frank had faced while serving during World War 1 may have left him susceptible to TB
(tuberculosis), which he contracted after his return to civilian life. This was the disease that caused his premature
death at the age of 41 on 25th October 1940 in Keswick’s Repatriation Hospital. (This hospital was relocated to Daw
Park not long after his passing.)
Frank Simons is buried in the AIF Cemetery on West Terrace, Adelaide. He remained single throughout his life.
References: Simons Family History notes & other documents stored in MC Archives, “A Guide Behind The Lines” by Richard Kleinig,
trove.nla.gov.au, National Archives of Australia, “Chasing Rainbows in the Rain” by Ann Riddle, Ross Simons

Above left: the 1924 Pierrots, established to raise money for the Hall piano. Frank Simons is seated in the front, left. Above
right: The Simons family gathered for a formal photograph with Frank in his uniform, prior to being sent overseas.
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My Recollections of Vegetable Growing in Mount Compass

by Linton Jacobs

In the 1890’s there was a major depression in Australia. Many men were unemployed and had to somehow get food
for their families. Melford Jacobs and Sam Arthur, who had been employed in the Willunga Slate Quarry, took
advantage of eighty acres of scrubland in Mt Compass that could be perpetually leased for £2 a year ($4). They
proceeded to clear the swamp to grow vegetables.
First, drains had to be dug and, using a hoe and a grubber, they cleared the tea-tree and native grass and let it lie to be
burnt when dry, leaving several inches of ashes. They then planted potatoes in the ashes and obtained a good crop.
Potatoes and onions could be carted to Adelaide easily for sale by the Victor Harbor horse drawn wagon for £1 a ton.
The following year with the land cleared, they dug and hoed the peat soil and planted potatoes and onions. Onions
take 9 months to grow and mature in Mt Compass.
To help speed up this process the seed was densely sown during August, in Willunga, due to their milder climate.
Then in October the seedlings were dug up and brought to Mt Compass. Each onion seedling was planted in ground
already prepared for them. A hand dibber was used to make a hole, place the onion in it and then filled. This saved
the seedling from being in wet Mt Compass weather for its first 3 months. This job had to be done before Guy
Fawkes Day which was the 5th November, or the growing plants would not mature.
When they did mature, the onions were loosely placed in a well-ventilated shed and later sold, mostly in Adelaide.
In 1913 Melford and Sam started selling onions in neighbouring towns and also began growing many other varieties
of vegetables to meet their customer’s needs.
A truck was purchased in 1924 and so, after delivering vegetables, fruit was purchased in Adelaide and a whole
range of fruit and vegetables were then sold in Victor Harbor.
I started working on all of this at my grandfather Mel’s farm in 1940, which was during the second World War.
We grew peas in the 3 months of summer and swedes, turnips and carrots for the winter months to be marketed
in Adelaide. I took this produce to the Adelaide market on Wednesdays from 1943 up until 1954 and my Dad, Hugh
Jacobs, went on Fridays. Winter was often cold and wet, but we had to work out in it wearing water proof clothing.
From the beginning, in 1894, only the swamp part of our land was valued. For a few years recently, abundant crops
of strawberries were grown on some of the higher more fertile land by Mr Rod Lewis who purchased that land from
my brother, Keith Jacobs. This was known as the Agon Strawberry Farm. Paul East then purchased this property
from Mr Lewis.

The Sherry family have now owned the ‘Harvest the Fleurieu’ farm on the opposite side of Victor Harbor Road
for six years. The strawberries and other local produce including jams were sold at first from a caravan and now
continue to be sold from the large shed built by ‘Harvest the Fleurieu’ which has become a local tourist attraction.
Today the swamps are unused whereas the once useless sand in the surrounding hills is now valued for housing.

Taken in 1995, this photograph shows the strawberry farm prior to the Victor Harbor Road alterations. The small red
dot in the centre is the old red van that was used as the farm’s retail outlet. This photograph is one of the extensive
Compass Creek Care collection that were taken in this district during the 1990s and are now housed in the Archives .
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Who Were The Polomkas?
Anyone who has looked at the Honour Roll in the War Memorial Hall’s Foyer may be forgiven for asking this
question. There are now very few residents who can recall the people living here in the 1940s, which is the decade
that the Polomka family were to leave our district.
Two of this family’s sons are listed on our WW2 Honour Roll - Reginald Lawrence and Albert Henry Polomka.
They were just two of the nine children born to Thomas and Ivy Polomka who first moved here in about 1924. From
various family history books and the few snippets of information in our Archives regarding this family, we can draw
up an outline of their time here.

This tree highlights family members
with a relationship to Mount Compass
or who are mentioned in this article.

Thomas Albert Polomka (1891-1979), who was of Polish heritage, married Ivy Ruth Schultze (1892-1969) at
Jamestown in 1914. Their first six children were born there after which, in 1924, they made the big move to Mount
Compass where Ivy’s German born mother Emilie Dawson, lived at the time.
Bertha Amelia (Emilie) Dawson nee Wehrmann was in her third marriage, after previously being married to Frederick Schultze and having six children (he died in 1893 aged 35) and then marrying Herbert Conway, with whom she
had two children. In 1908, Emilie married William Dawson and in 1911 they moved from Jamestown to Mount
Compass (Section 231 Hd Goolwa) with Emilie’s two Conway children, Henry and Eileen, although school records
show that Eileen was to then transfer to Marryatville within months.
From accounts in the Polomka family history book, a small house had been built here by Emilie’s son Henry
Stephen Conway. (Henry was one of the six locals who lost their lives in World War 1 and is listed on our Honour
Roll.) The Polomka family rented this house before reportedly purchasing the whole property in about 1928.
From his children’s school records, we can see that Thomas’ occupation for the first 5 or 6 years was recorded as
a labourer. By 1930 this had changed to ‘grazier’ before becoming ‘farmer’ from 1934 onwards. We know from
newspaper reports that Thomas had entered into a form of partnership with Anthony Sackville Kidman over dealings with Sections 231, 238 and 245 in the Hundred of Goolwa. (These unconnected blocks are located between
Goolwa Road and Mt Jagged).
A dispute about whether this was a true partnership between the two men was taken to the courts in 1931 and
featured in newspapers at the time. Both men had a King’s Counsel (K.C.) representing them. For Thomas it was
his boss, Mr Edward Erskine Cleland, whose family had previously leased much of the land between Cleland Gully
and Goolwa Roads - hence the road and Gully’s name. In 1926, Mr E E Cleland bought much of the land along this
Cleland Gully Road, which he later sold to PB Angus Parsons in 1936.
One of the disputed partnership land Sections (No. 231) was the 414 acre property purchased by Thomas Polomka
in about 1928, with further sale documentation in 1930 being witnessed by Mr A S Kidman (a nephew of the cattle
baron, Sir Sidney Kidman). The property was subsequently transferred across to Mr Kidman in 1932 and became
the ‘Ravenswood’ farm.
Continued on Following page...
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Continued from previous page

Thomas Polomka and his family had moved into one of the
houses on the farm that he managed for Mr Cleland, an
absentee landlord who was to soon become a Justice of the
Supreme Court of South Australia. (There will be more
about this family in the next Chronicle). The house itself
(pictured right c1930s) was on Section 230 Cleland Gully
Road, where the Skewes and Bruce families had earlier
lived.
Apart from possibly rearing a few pigs, this was primarily
a sheep property of over 1,000 acres. One of Thomas’
occupations prior to moving here had been as a shearer,
who reportedly was capable of shearing 120 sheep by hand
per day, using blade shears.

The home on Section 230 Cleland Gully Road c1930s
which became the farm manager’s residence.
Others who have lived here include the Skewes, Bruce,
McIntosh and Hicks families.

In December 1937 Thomas purchased Section 214, north
of Mt Compass (along the Victor Harbor Road) with his
son Clarence, which may have been his way of assisting
his son who was to marry a local girl, Lilian Pollard the following year ( see front page).

From one of the Polomka daughters, Constance Mary (born 1929), we have the following description of the first
home on this land. “When our house was being built, we lived in a ‘tar house’ made from old 44 gallon drums,
of one long room partitioned by curtains.” It is highly likely that the drums Constance speaks of, were those left by
the roadside when the Victor Harbor Road was bitumised in 1926-28, and which were then utilised by many locals.
Thomas started contract clearing about this time, using his own machinery. The family is recorded as also share
farming with Hugh Jacobs, when, for about two years, they grew potatoes. It is recalled that they had to grub out
many of the tree roots by hand prior to planting their crop.
The Bank of Adelaide repossessed their land in 1942 with Thomas being declared bankrupt. The late Peter Leane
helped to put this family’s troubles into perspective when he later wrote:
“A house had been built and was made of sawn wood stood vertically for the walls. The Polomkas lived here. They
were at the time wood cutters. They had cleared the land at Mt Jagged (Ravenswood?) and worked terribly hard.
They got behind in payments and the man who lent the money just said pay up or I take the land. They had no hope
of paying. It seems other wealthy people got land this way in the depression. It was legal but not fair.”
The accuracy of this statement may be open for discussion, but the respect Peter Leane had for this hard-working
family is clear. The property, which had been purchased from Basil Proctor, included much of what would become
the Compass Heights land.
Thomas had a Polomka relative, Francis William (aka Frank) who lived in Mt Compass around the same time.
He may even have lived with Thomas at one point as well as leasing land here himself. Frank married Senta Priscilla
Williams of Kingswood in 1928, with his address recorded in newspapers as ‘Mount Compass’. The early 1930s
Sands & MacDougall Directories list this Frank W Polomka’s occupation as ‘labourer’, with his niece Constance
recalling that Uncle Frank was “working on the roads with a roller” when she was a girl.
Thomas & Ivy’s son Clarence with his new wife Lillian (refer front page), left the area some time later and lived
at Upper Sturt before returning in 1945 to live near the top of Willunga Hill. His daughter Veronica (aka Bonnie)
attended school here for one term, but then transferred
to Willunga Primary School. Clarrie (as he was
known) then worked for the well-known local contractor Gil Smith before moving to Lucindale in 1949.
In 1941, while World War 2 was still underway,
Thomas and his family moved down to Port McDonnell near Mt Gambier. He had earlier been introduced
to this area when, in late 1939, Thomas and two of his
sons, Clarrie and Stanley, had won a contract to
clear land at Eight Mile Creek. He unfortunately had
to hand in this contract when the wet, peaty soil covered in thick tea-tree caused too many machinery
breakdowns and with World War 2 underway, spare
parts were difficult to obtain.
Continued on following page..

Thomas and Ivy Polomka, photographed in the 1960s.
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This would have contributed to the bankruptcy and repossession by the bank of his Mt Compass property mentioned
earlier.
Thomas then worked in various jobs, including at a sawmill where he cut the tips off three fingers, he also managed
the Port MacDonnell Power Station and later ran the local Garage with his son Albert (Bert).
In 1946, at the age of 55, Thomas had a sea-change, becoming a professional fisherman and eventually owning his
own boat, the “Mayflower”. The following year, Thomas helped in the rescue of three men stranded at sea during
a gale, for which he received a bravery award.
The family continued to live in that area after retiring, with Ivy passing in 1969, aged 76 and Thomas in 1979 at the
age of 87. They are both buried at the Carinya Gardens Cemetery in Mt Gambier.
Note: Two of the Polomka children married Pollards, a local family from Enterprise Colony. In 1936 Kathleen
Mavis married Eric William Pollard (who is also on the WW2 Honour Roll) while Clarence Thomas married Lilian
Adelaide Pollard in 1938.
References: Family History books “Thomas Albert Polomka -Ancestors and Descendants” compiled by Maurice Leggett 1999
(Draft), “The Family Tree & History of Frederick H H Schultze & his wife Mary Schultze” by K J Hall 1992, trove.nla.gov.au,
https://www.clelandslawyers.com.au/about-us/history Mt Compass Archives -Peter Leane memories, State Records -Mt Compass School Registers. www.sailis.Issa.com.au, Bonnie Crouch (nee Polomka), Marilyn & Laurence Polomka..

Reginald Lawrence Polomka, (left) who is listed on
our WW2 Honour Roll, had two children, Marilyn
and Laurence. They have, together, recently donated
to the Archives a small piece of metal (see below shaped to a boomerang) that was salvaged from a
Japanese plane shot down during the first bombing
raid over Darwin. This had been retrieved by their
father while he was present during that raid. At the
same time, they also donated their father’s Army
dog-tag, shown below. We hope to have both these
items on display in the Hall at some stage.

The views & opinions reflected in this Journal do not represent the views of the Mt Compass War Memorial
Community Centre Inc.
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed here. If you wish to advise of any corrections required
or wish to add further information regarding any item, please contact me using the address below.
Most importantly: if you have any information, documents or photographs that that could be of interest to
the Archives please give me a call or send an email.
Steve Kettle (mtcompassarchives@gmail.com)

