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This century old photograph is one of two similar postcards Councillor Richard Peters sent to his son Arch, who was 
serving overseas in World War I. They provide us with a few interesting insights into this section of road and the new 
bridge constructed along what was Nangkita Road. (The second postcard is on page 15). This portion of the new road   
commences at what is now the intersection of Enterprise and Nangkita Roads. 
 
Richard Peters is the dignified gentleman sitting in the front dray, while his son Syd is leaning against the bridge  
railing. Sitting in the spring dray at the back is Tom Langley, who happened to be travelling home at the time this 
photograph was taken. (Tom is featured inside on page 13 in an article about the Langley family.) 
 
In those days, the journey between Mount Compass and Nangkita would apparently take 30 minutes, with Mr Peters 
describing how this road was still “rather rough around at the sand hill”. He was applying for further grant money  
in order to continue this road construction as far as the crossing down near the Coles property. That particular section 
includes the bridge on what we now know as Willowburn Drive, and was finally completed in 1925.  
 
Mr Peters mentioned that he would have liked the Hailstone boys and their bullock to have also been in the photo, 
but they had gone out hunting that afternoon - presumably they had played a major role in the road’s construction.  
He also mentioned that the fencing along this section was yet to be put in place. Apparently the ground was still too 
hard for them to remove the old fence posts that would then be re-used along this new road. 
 
It may be of interest to note that a little further along this new road is what was once the local rubbish dump. That 
site has since been covered over with nothing now remaining to indicate that it ever existed. 
  
The section of road shown here is no longer part of the current Nangkita Road, which now curves around what many  
today know as ‘Connor’s Corner’.  

        Nangkita Road at the time of the First World War   
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         News reports from the past  

 
Above: From the Southern     
Argus 6th September 1894. 
Queens Own Town was later    
renamed Finniss. 
 
Left: An article from the Victor 
Harbour Times - Friday 14th 
January 1955. An improved    
service but still complicated. 
 
Right: from the Southern Argus 
16th August 1923. Work was  
contracted out even then. 

 
 
The common theme of Nangkita flows through articles in this 17th edition of the Chronicle. This is not really 
surprising given that it was developed years before the Mount Compass township and possesses a unique history 
that is deserving of some attention...  
 
You may be aware that our current Telecom/Telstra copper line along Nangkita Road is on its last legs and is  
reportedly not going to be maintained within a few years. This edition has the first instalment of Nangkita’s Post 
& Telephone Exchange history, detailing how the original telephone line was first introduced to that area. That 
was at a time when landline phones were still a remarkable new method of communicating but were heavily   
reliant on a community-minded local, sitting in a small room of their house and manually connecting your call. 
 
While reading about the early days of tele-communications, you may notice echoes of our more recent NBN 
rollout, or perhaps the faltering expansion of mobile phone coverage? State newspapers during that time would 
report on the total number of new telephone subscribers each month, with 352 more added across South Australia 
in January of 1924 - the month in which the new exchange at Nangkita was established.   
 
The bureaucracy did seem to focus on the cost of any changes rather than whether services would be improved 
(sound familiar?). However, on the positive side, the department held onto their reams of paperwork and corre-
spondence, and it is thanks to these documents now stored with the National Archives of Australia (NAA) that 
we can catch a glimpse of life in early Nangkita.  
 
Also this month, one of the Nangkita Village’s first settler families, the Langleys, feature in an article on page  
13 while in a similar vein, a selection taken from the late Lance Thomas’ handwritten life memories can be 
found on page 3.  
 
It is unfortunate, but our lack of knowledge about those who walked this land long before any early Nangkita    
residents arrived, is understandable. This area was viewed as a waste-land for many years and indigenous             
Aboriginals were few and far between when the first settlers did finally start calling this place home. On page    
7 is a summary of the few snippets of information directly related to this district, that we currently possess. Any 
further contributions will be gratefully received.  
 
Sadly, Margaret Kay, the person who instigated the Tim Stokes Op-shop, passed away on 21st December 2021.  
                                       Vale Margaret,                   
                                                                                   Steve Kettle 
     
 
     
 
 

Editorial 
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In the late 1990s, Lance Thomas decided to write down his life’s memories, a copy of which is now stored in our 

digital Archives, thanks to his daughter Marlene. 
 
Born in 1914, Lance lived in suburban Adelaide during a time when it was still semi-rural, with some residents   
still operating their own dairies. 
 
His father, Herbert Thomas, owned a wood yard on a three acre property at the corner of Sturt and Morphett Roads, 
where horse drawn wagons and bullock teams delivered their loads of long timber from Blackwood and Clarendon. 
These were then cut into short lengths using a circular saw powered by an old kerosene engine. Herbert would    
deliver this cut wood by horse and dray around the Brighton area as a fuel for cooking and heating.    
 
After breaking his arm while operating the circular saw, Herbert decided to start a small dairy, which provided 
Lance with a good introduction to this industry. Their 20 to 25 cows grazed on open, common land on the west side 
of Morphett Road, which they named the ‘sports paddock’. His father also owned a forty acre paddock towards  
Seacombe Road which was used to graze the cows in the afternoons, following their mid-day milking. 
 
Lance married (Ada) Joyce Vale in 1939 after which, they rented rooms in a house on Morphett Road while he 
worked as a builder’s labourer, followed by more farm work during harvests.   
 
By December 1943, after working in a variety of occupations and tiring of 
his job at Port Adelaide’s Bradford Insulation factory, Lance heard that    
Ray Stone was looking for a worker on his Nangkita dairy. With a house 
supplied, this job was an inviting opportunity for Lance and his young    
family. Farming was listed as one of the essential industries, which suited 
Lance who was medically unable to enlist during the War (likely due to 
problems with his feet, which continued throughout his life).   
 
With Joyce and their two young girls (Marlene & Elaine), Lance travelled 
here in their old Singer car and a truck borrowed from Booth’s Transport, 
with Lance later going back to bring a horse and dray. This horse (photo, 

right) had not been shod, with Lance noting how it’s feet suffered on the    
two day journey, especially during the final three miles of the stony Nangkita 
Road which caused the main hoof problems.  
 
             The following is a selection of Lance’s recollections: 
  
“Ray Stone had about 160 acres of good land and milked 35 to 40 cows. 
The milking shed was made of just wood and iron, and the iron didn’t 
reach the floor on the side, which made it airy and clean but was very cold 
when the south wind was blowing. He had a ‘Petter’ early diesel engine    
to drive the milking machine, with two sets of cups. 
 
Ray was an ex-schoolteacher who inherited the place from his father 
(George Stone). Jean, his wife, was Joyce’s second cousin. We took turns 
about in the milking. If I milked in the morning, Ray milked in the after-
noon. I think I was paid about £3.00 a week. Following a morning milking, I would come home for breakfast 
and then work till lunch time, having the afternoon off. If I worked in the afternoon and did the evening milking, 
I had the morning off.   
 
The cows didn’t seem to mind being milked - they mostly stood patiently while waiting their turn. 
 
In the early days cows were held by the neck in a bail and the milker sat on a stool and milked by hand. They 
milked two teats at a time, first the front, then the back two. To finish off, all the teats were stripped out to get   
all the milk. When machines came in, they had four cups, so all the teats were milked together. A glass bowl in 
the line showed when the cow had finished milking. The cows were on a flat floor, so the milker had to lean 
down to put the cups on.  
 
Sheds were extended so that six or eight cows were milked at the same time. The dairyman had to move along 
from cow to cow.  
 
Then came the Herringbone dairy, with cows each side of a pit, and it made milking much easier, as the cows 
were side by side, with six, eight or more per side. Some dairymen made concrete steps for the cows to get up. 
They soon learnt to step up, so the milker had the teats at eye level, with no bending  down.  
 

Lance Thomas - Recollections of life in Nangkita 

Lance with his new daughter Marlene 
and their horse Prince in 1941 

 Continued on next page... 
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In the more common later sheds, the cows are on one level and the milker stands in a pit. The cows are not 
bailed, a chain behind them stops the cow from backing up. The farmer has enough cups to milk all the cows   
in the shed at the one time – with six a side he does twelve cows, eight a side does sixteen at once. They are then 
let out through the opposite end from where they came in and then another lot are let in. The farmer soon gets 
through a herd of milkers. (photos of herringbone dairies on back page.)  
 
A more modern method is the ‘Rotolactor’, which is a revolving platform. Cows can be trained to step onto this 
platform (30 – 50 cows at a time, whatever). The cups are put on and, as they revolve they are milked. In about 
six minutes they are around the other side and the cups drop off automatically. The machine stops for a few 
seconds, the cow backs off and walks away. 
 
There is a dairy at Tooperang (owned by the Lee & Jill McKenzie at the time Lance wrote this) where 600 cows 
are milked in about two hours using this method. The milk is refrigerated in vats to 38 degrees  Fahrenheit and 
a tanker picks up the milk daily.   
 
The milk in earlier times (up to late 1960s) was stored in 10 gallon 
milk cans. It was partially cooled at the dairy by running over       
a cooler, where cool water ran through (one is on display at Prospect 

Hill Museum, similar to the one pictured right). Ray’s dairy was about 
100 yards up the track from the milk stands, and he had a two 
wheeled hand cart to take the cans down to the stand. It had motor 
bike wheels and was easy to pull, but luckily the track was a little 
downhill, with four or six cans on the cart. 
 
The truck came along to pick the milk up at about 7.30am so we 

had to make a fairly early start to get the cows in from the pad-
dock and get the milking done. The carters never liked having     
to wait for the milk, which was understandable. 

I think the reason I took this job working for Ray, at a lot less 
money than I was used to, was the fact that I always wanted to get 
a place of my own. The Marion district was fast becoming subur-
bia, so that was out, and land in the south was reasonably cheap 
with a good rainfall. I thought if I could get a hundred acres or  
so and have a mixed farm, that would be the way to go.  
 
The area around Nangkita had seen much the same families for 
many years, sometimes generations. Our nearest neighbours were 
the Coles, across the flat, and Connors around the hill, with Din 
Connor owning the hill behind our block. He had about 100 acres 
and kept some sheep and dairy cows. Mr Coles milked a few cows 
by hand, grew some potatoes or onions and did some outside 
work. Mr & Mrs Coles had about 20 acres and had two sons and 
two daughters. The youngest son, Ralph, or Sam as he was 
known, was away at the war. 
 
We were about three miles from the General Store in Mt Compass, but there was a Post Office in Nangkita and 
a telephone exchange (see page 8). The phones were a party line but our house wasn’t connected. Once a week 
we drove into Mt Compass in the old Singer, over a gravel road, and bought our groceries. In those days the 
local butcher came around weekly, carving & chopping the meat from the back of his van. A local gardener 
from Mt Compass (Alan ‘Magic’ McKinlay and later Harry Simons) was our calling greengrocer.  

 
I arranged with Ray to lease about three acres to grow         
a patch of potatoes. It was possible to get a government 
contract from the potato board to supply a certain amount.   
Allowing ten ton to the acre, I think my contract was for 
thirty tons at £12/ton. In a small area of the lower part        
I also planted some peas. 
 
I had to get a contractor to machine plant the potatoes, 
which did very well on the new ground. Another contractor 
was used for the digging, with the contract being filled ok.  

An old milk cooler photographed by the late 
Max Williams. Milk was poured in at the top 
with a can on the ground collecting the 
cooled milk. 

Joyce Thomas with son Eric and their hay-carting Packard car  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Continued from previous page 
I think Ray was very good to us, he never complained if I took too much water and he allowed me time to do 
other things. I must have been working for Ray for about three years when an opportunity presented itself with 
some land almost opposite to where we were living. 
 
The flats across from Ray & Jean Stone’s place were jointly owned by Frank Wills and his sister Melvina, both 
single and retired, living in Strathalbyn. They had worked this place (dairying) for many years previously, and 
when we first went to Nangkita, the place was rented to an old chap, Bill Day. There were some cows on the 
property that went with the place, which was rather run down (refer photo below). The drains were overgrown 
with blackberries and the fences were very poor. The only fences were the boundary ones, with no internal  
fences at all.  

The property was 56 acres, made up of three sections (Nos. 43, 53 & 177) of about 18 acres each. Frank owned 
one, Miss Melvina Wills owned one and the other was owned between them. They had taken up the blocks when 
Nangkita was developed around 1896.  

When working at Ray’s, I admired this place and saw the potential as the flat was wider here than further down 
and it had two running creeks (drains dug in the 1890s), one near the road and one nearer the back fence. 
Sometimes during heavy rains in the winter, the flats would flood, as the drains could not carry all the water. 
This was not a problem for pastures, as in a day the water would mostly be gone. 
 
There was an old two-bedroom galvanised iron house on the property, with a small lean-to on the back for         
a kitchen. The inside was lined with matchboard. The lavatory was thirty yards out the back over the small drain 
that was used for collecting water for the house. There was a 1,000 gallon tank for collecting rain water from 
the house guttering.  
 
There was no running water at the house, no electricity, no 
telephone and the house and sheds were also in bad shape.  
 
Bill Day had found things a bit tough evidently and moved 
out. Ross Stone took on the place and used it for grazing 
and growing plus cutting pasture hay. The main pastures 
were paspalum, fog grass and rye grass with a small 
amount of clover.    
 
Ross had other land where he and Edna lived on the hill 
behind Ray’s and a large property (300-400 acres) down 
the road near ‘Mail Hill’. The rent for Wills’ place was 
£3.00  a week. Ross had the place for about two years and, 
when he lost a crop of spuds through a flood, he decided to give it up. 
 
We saw the Wills and got the place for £3.00 a week. We swapped houses with Ted & Rachael Hailstone, who 
were renting the Wills’ house from Ross Stone. We now had a house, 56 acres of good land and about ten cows 
to bring in some income. We bought 3 or 4 more cows from my father who was giving up dairying and retiring. 
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The Wills house about the time Lance & Joyce Thomas moved in.   

The old Wills/Thomas house on Nangkita Road in 2010 
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Our milking shed was a rough part of the main shed (see below). It had a concrete floor, but the rest of the shed 
floor was dirt. It had four bails but was open to the rest of the shed. I cut open 44 gallon drums for feeders in 
front of the bails and closed in that side.  

When I left from milking Ray’s cows, he got Alan Tonkin to help. We had very little income now, only the 
monthly cheques for the small amount of milk we sent away, and a few odd jobs I did around the district.  
In the meantime, Joyce was battling in an unlined wood & iron kitchen, with a wood stove, no laundry, no bath-
room and no running water. A ‘Fountain’ was on the stove for hot water and the fire was always going. There 
was a wood-burning copper for washing days, concrete washing tubs and a glass scrubbing board. It was very 
basic but Joyce didn’t complain. 
 
We managed to pay our £39 a quarter and we had a vegetable garden, some chooks and of course plenty of milk 
and cream.                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                          Lance Thomas         

          
 This item has been condensed with some minor editing for clarity, and thank you to Marlene Connor for extra information.    

The Thomas family’s long shed, which is still standing today. Their Packard car is parked in the garage section on the right, 
with the dairy located in the left half of this structure. When this dairy became outdated a new brick one was built across the 

road, which is now the home of Tony Belle.  

Left: a 1953 maize crop growing on 
the Thomas family’s Nangkita      
property. 
Below: Lance Thomas dressed as a 
bride for one of the Hall’s many   
fundraisers. 

Lance Thomas (1914 –2007) was the very definition of a community-minded   
person. At different times he was either the Secretary or President of the 
Community Centre’s Social Committee, which was tasked with helping to 
raise sufficient funds to initially build the new 1958 Hall, and then to pay off 
the outstanding debt. Lance was also Convenor for the Mt Compass-Nangkita 
Show Committee (a major task) and was a member of the local Co-op Store. 
Joyce Thomas (who passed away in 2013) strongly supported him and was  
involved in many community activities, including the Nangkita Church, the 
School and the never-ending catering required by the Community Centre. 
The couple raised four children, Marlene, Elaine, Eric and Heather.       
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What remains of our local Aboriginal History? It would appear the answer is very little. This article has been on   
the backburner for a year or two in the hope that more information would come along, but to no avail.  
 
As for aboriginal artifacts found in this area, the only ones we know of at present are the few stone tools pictured 
below. They are on display in the Hahndorf Academy Museum and form part of a small exhibition detailing the  
Peramangk people, who were based around the Mt Barker, Mt Crawford & Springton areas but are claimed to     
have travelled down as far as our district. 
 
The Chasing Rainbows in the Rain* history book details in Chapter 2, how three Aboriginal tribes are believed      
to have gathered in this area, where their borders reportedly met, although these boundaries are in dispute. The    
various groups are thought to have gathered or passed through here, exchanging goods and ideas as well as seeking 
out possible mates.    
 
Apart from the Peramangk, the other two groups listed in that chapter as having frequented this area are the Kaurna 
people (Cape Jervis to Port Wakefield) and the Warki (from near Lake Alexandrina). The Warki, a tribe from what 
is termed the Ngarrindjeri people also believe their 
land reached up to and included this district.  
 
As this area was not densely ‘settled’ until decades 
after the colony of South Australia had been found-
ed, very few Aboriginal interactions are recorded 
here. The little we do have include the following. 
 
# The Chasing Rainbows book (page 17) notes that 
in 1920, four Aborigines were seen in the vicinity 
of Blackfellows Creek by school children walking 
home. These children were told they “were making 
a last visit to their country.”  
 
# Ten Aboriginal shearers are recorded as work-
ing in the 1880s, for the Gardner brothers in their 
shearing shed (this was behind the Main Road 
shops and later became the old Post Office site). 
 
# George Waye, the Roadman first stationed here   
in 1874, reminisced in 1925, how the Aboriginals 
had always treated him with respect as they trav-
elled through to Noarlunga on their way to obtain 
red ochre for body paint. (Mr Waye’s job had been     
to maintain the 18 kilometres of road as far as     
the Middleton Bridge.)  
 
In that same article, he also commented about wit-
nessing the young bucks being made into ‘young 
men’ in what must have been an initiation rite. One 
of the ordeals they had to endure was to stand na-
ked in front of a roaring fire all day long, smeared 
with red ochre and clay, while the other men pulled 
all of the hair off their bodies (except for the top of 
their heads). These young men were also tattooed. 
 
Other snippets of information include the late Sam 
Coles reportedly finding evidence of corroborees 
(meetings) at the permanent spring on his family’s 
Nangkita property. Unfortunately the whereabouts of any of these findings or artifacts is now unknown.  
  
There are also tales of items such as spears and shields existing in the district decades ago, and stone tools unearthed 
while ploughing land, but if they were found, they have now also been lost in time.     
     
References: VH Times 12 June 1925, Chasing Rainbows in the Rain history book*, Wikipedia, https://citymag.indaily.com.au/
habits/plate-and-cup/experience-the-food-and-land-of-the-once-lost-warki-people-at-nature-festival/  and various interviews 
over the years.       

     Local Aboriginal History 

These small hand-tools are part of a display in the Hahndorf  
Academy Museum. The stone is reportedly of a similar material   
to pebbles found at both Aldinga Beach and at Cox’s Scrub so may 
have been chiselled at one of these sites.  
The South Australian Museum also has on display, a large stone 
pounding tool found at Myponga.  

*Limited copies of this book still available from the Archives for $10 



 
 
Thanks to a collection of old Postmaster-General (PMG) documents stored in the National Archives, along with 
many historic newspapers and Directories now available online, we can piece together Nangkita’s Post Office 

and Telephone history, which helps provide an insight into the early days of our district.     
 
The first Post Office at Nangkita was opened in June 1895, following the establishment of a Village Settlement 
there the previous year. 
 
This Settlement had been established under a government scheme aimed at providing both work and self-sufficiency 
to the unemployed during a major economic depression at that time. This Post Office had only been approved on  
the understanding that the Nangkita Village Settlement’s Board would operate it at no cost, on a 12 month trial. 
William Richard Stockley, who was first to take on the role of Postmaster, was one of the original seventy one 
Port Adelaide men, women & children who attempted to settle here under the Village scheme. 
 
Presumably the trial proved successful, as a Post Office did continue at Nangkita for many years, although the site 
for this office would change a number of times. In an 1898 survey, the Post Office building was recorded as being 
on Section 369 (which is the land now owned by Gary & Deb Davis) alongside the school reserve.  
 
The Village Settlement itself only lasted for about two years as a government operated scheme, after which the 
communal land was offered for either lease or sale to individual owners following its subdivision into five smaller 
blocks. (See pages 89-91 of ‘Chasing Rainbows In The Rain’ for more information). 
 

William Stockley, however, continued to run the Nangkita Post Office for a total of 11 years, being one of the few 
settlers who managed to establish a new life here having taken on one of the five new sections. William had also 
successfully been awarded the contract to carry the mail from Queen’s Own Town (later called Finniss) to Nangkita 
twice weekly for nine of those years.   
 
During his time at Nangkita, William Stockley is known to have held positions on the Board of Trustees for the  
Village as well as serving terms as both Treasurer and President for the Nangkita ‘Band of Hope’ and undertook   
the official role of ‘Registrar of Electors’ in 1904-6. He left the district in 1906 following a bout of ill health.  
 

William Dixon Thompson, another of the original set-
tlers, then took over the role of Postmaster. William had 
purchased the fifth and final block of the Village’s subdi-
vided land (which was also the property on which the  
widowed Bessie Stone would later live). Some years later, 
Daisy Arnold (nee Langley) who was born at Nangkita    
in 1902, would note that Mr Thompson also had a little 
store where rations were kept, which was probably the  
one started very early by the Village settlers. Mr Thomp-
son operated the Post Office until about 1913 when Mrs 
Lillian Stone took over the role as Postmistress, a posi-
tion she held almost continuously for 29 years. Lillian 
(nee Griggs) had been raised at Prospect Hill but moved to 
Nangkita in 1900 when she married George Stone (right).   
 
We are fortunate that in 1917, local residents petitioned 
the Postmaster-General after it was suggested their Post 
Office may be downgraded to a ‘Receiving Office’ status 
or even closed. Forty three residents signed this petition 
supporting the continued provision of postal services such 
as the sale of stamps and postal orders. This petition 
(which is now stored in the National Archives) noted that 
it would mean miles of travel and a day’s work lost to 
reach the next closest office.  
 
A rough sketch of where each village resident lived at the 
time was requested by the Postmaster-General’s (PMG) 
Department (refer page 16) which is also stored in the Na-
tional Archives. Submitted by Lillian, the sketch shows 
the Post Office now located on the opposite side of the 
road from the earlier Village Settlement office.  
 

Nangkita Post & Telegraph Office - Part 1 

Lillian & George Stone 1900 
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This is very likely to have been the cottage above, built on Section 288, close to the existing home where Lillian’s 
son Geoff would later live following his marriage to Bessie Peters in 1934. The cottage itself no longer exists.     
 
As Lillian’s contribution to help retain the existing level of services, she had  generously offered to continue with 
her full time duties but be paid at the reduced ‘Receiving Office’ rate of £10 per year.   
 
It was noted in the files that for the previous financial year (1915-16) the actual business revenue for Nangkita     
was just £15 per year ($30), and was serving 19 households, totalling 40 adults. One hundred and nine Postal Notes, 
a common method of sending money, were also sold in that year, with the sale of these now at risk. 
 
It was eventually decided that the Post Office could remain open - but was downgraded to ’Receiving’ status. This 
meant it was now no longer able to sell Postal Notes and duty stamps although Lillian could still sell postage stamps 
(at a 2.5% commission) but had to purchase these herself from the Goolwa Post Office.  
 
A century ago (in 1922) the number of settlers using the post office at Nangkita had risen to fifty two according to 
Mrs Stone. Not being one to let an opportunity pass, she promptly requested that the Post Office’s previous status 
should be restored and also mentioned that the residents had just applied for a telephone service.  
 
The initial request for this service had occurred earlier that year when local man, John Stone, had visited the depart-
ment’s office. He was requesting that the telephone line running from Finniss to Tooperang, should be extended to 
Nangkita. He did suggest that three or four residents would then connect to this new line. Mr Stone was handed the 
application form to instigate such a request formally.  
 
The following month two other local men, Alex Simons and Frank Wills both lodged their own requests for the   
installation of a telephone. 
 
For a period around 1920, Lillian seems to have moved away from Nangkita, with Maud M Kenny from Tooperang 
taking on the roll of Postmistress (as recorded in the Sands & McDougall directory for that year). In a 1922 letter 
from Lillian Stone to the department, she gave her address as “Hillview” and stated that she had not been residing at 
Nangkita for several years but would be moving back in about a week.   

A wonderful photograph (c1978) of the now demolished house on section 288 Nangkita Road, possibly built by  
William & Caroline Boothey who moved here in 1892. On the right hand side is the corrugated iron lean-to which is 
believed to have been used as Lillian Stone’s Post Office following George Stone’s purchase of this property in 1912     

Continued from previous page 

           Continued on following page... 
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Lillian and her husband George were preparing to build a new home on Nangkita Road (Section 1769) and offered 
to include an extra room for the Post Office and Telephone Exchange. It appears that until this house was completed, 
they would be temporarily living in the neighbouring house (Glenda Connor’s old home), which itself had only re-
cently been built across from what is now known as Willowburn Drive. 
 
In the days before gender equality, the local Inspector wrote to Lillian in 1922 stating that as a married woman,     
she was ineligible for the Postmistress position and Mr Stone would have to be the Postmaster. He could then give 
permission for Mrs Stone to assist with the work. Whatever Lillian & George’s reply was, it is not included with   
the preserved documents. 
 
In the following year (1923) the amount of mail had increased allowing the Post Office’s previous ‘Allowance’   
status to be restored. However, the term Postmistress or Postmaster are not used after this in the files - just terms 
such as ‘Office Keeper’. (Locals may have continued to call Lillian the ‘Postmistress’ regardless of the PMG’s    
official title.)  
 
To support the earlier request for a telephone service, a list of thirty four possible phone subscribers was submitted 
by Mrs Stone and, as an interesting side note, mention was made that on average, eight children were attending the 
school at Nangkita.  
 
In November of 1922, Lillian surveyed 34 residents in the Nangkita area about the possible phone service route and 
made this interesting report to the District Inspector: “most of the residents are in favour of (the) Tooperang route, 
as most of our business is this way. Grocer, Baker, Banker & Doctor all this route.”. Due to the lower cost (at £470) 
a decision was made to connect the phone line to Mount Compass rather than over the longer Tooperang route 
(costing £845), which would then have linked them to the Currency Creek - Strathalbyn line. The township of Mt 
Compass did not exist at this time, hence Lillian’s above comment regarding retail services. 
 
After a stumbling start, the contract for the new line was eventually let to a Mr Fitzgerald, who took about two 
months to complete it. This was one of the first private contracts (outsourcing) by the Postmaster- General’s Depart-
ment, trialled as a possible method to help reduce the growing backlog of new telephone-line works. The facilities 
were finally completed at Nangkita on 31st January 1924, with what turned out to be an unofficial, formal opening 
held on 29th February 1924.  
 
The 1920s was a period when we elected three representatives to the State Parliament for our electorate of Alexan-
dra, (now called Finniss). Two of these members, George R Laffer and Captain Herbert Hudd (later Sir Herbert) 
travelled to this magnificent new facility and made ‘appropriate and interesting’ speeches, but as no postal official 
was present, the opening was not deemed to be ‘official’. This occurred the following week when, on the 6th March, 
‘Senior Inspector Dix’ attended “on behalf of the postal authorities in the presence of an interested assembly of local 
residents” (photo on following page).  

Lillian and George Stone’s newly built home on Nangkita Road. The Post Office and Telephone Exchange were located in the 
purpose built room at the front of this house, adjacent to the new telephone pole. Peter & Judith Phillips now live here.   
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The Exchange provided telegraph (via telephone) 
and trunk line facilities. The payment Lillian 
Stone received for running this service was set at 
2d for each telegram sent, 3d for each telegram re-
ceived (and enveloped) and 40% of the revenue 
from network calls. Office hours would be        
9am -1.00pm & 2.00pm – 6.00pm daily. 
  
Fortunately, the Post Office revenue had in-
creased slightly to £18 by the 1921-22 financial 
year, allowing the Post Office to now sell Postal 
Orders again, although it was still designated as a 
receiving office. The mail was exchanged twice 
weekly at Finniss, with mail bags transported from 
Adelaide by train through Strathalbyn. (See map on 
following page.)  

 
In 1927 the phone system was further expanded 
with a new telephone line constructed between 
Nangkita and Tooperang. 
 
Mail Porterage: It was noted a few times in these 
documents, that Mrs Stone continued to request on 
behalf of the residents, that the Nangkita mail 
should be transported via the Mt Compass Post 
Office.  

 

Above: Lillian Stone’s submitted plan of the purpose built office attached to their new home. The ‘instrument’ men-
tioned here (D) is the telephone exchange system.  
Below: A group of locals at the 1924 opening of the Post Office & Telephone Exchange. A pile of rocks from the 
recent construction is in the foreground, with the brand new telephone pole on the left. The only people confirmed in 
the photograph are Mrs Coles & Mrs Langley, the two women in dark clothes sitting in the front (see picture page 
15). The man in the front central position is likely to be Senior Inspector Dix of the PMG Dept who formally opened 
the Office. . 
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It was thought that this would give a quicker service 
for both the receiving and posting of mail. She 
claimed that only half the local mail went through 
their office as it was more efficient for people to 
post it elsewhere. The mail delivery for Mt Compass 
was at that time also transported by rail from        
Adelaide but via the Willunga line (see right).  
 
The records show that in May of 1921, Mr Frank 
Hailstone was the mail carrier (porter) between 
Finniss and Nangkita, via Tooperang, supplying    
his own horse and cart for the task. For this he was 
paid £33 per year for the twice weekly trip with this    
increasing to £40 when the Post Office was relocat-
ed a further 1.5 miles away. This occurred when   
Mr J A Diener took over the Tooperang duties        
in June of that year.   
 
Frank Hailstone gave the required three months   
notice of his intention to resign in February 1923. 
Once again Mrs Stone requested that the mail to 
Nangkita be routed via Mt Compass, stating that   
Mr Hailstone was losing money on the Tooperang 
route. She also commented that the previous con-
tractor (F Wills) will not be putting in an application 
for the contract because it costs more to feed and 
shoe a horse, plus keep a cart in repair, than the  
contract allowed. 
 
Although he was not keen to take on the task, the 
previous contractor Mr F C Wills, a 36 year old  
gardener from Nangkita, did agree to carry the mail 
for one month as an interim measure. The bureau-
cratic wheels creaked slowly as various options  
were explored, all of which provide interesting    
insights into life at the time. 
 
Mr J Waye of Mt Compass who carried the mail from Willunga to Mt Compass in 1923, was approached about the 
possibility of stretching his route out as far as Nangkita. His illuminating reply was that “It is too far to carry it from 
Willunga to Nangkita in one day.” It may be that he was simply not interested in travelling the extra distance as        
a first response, because a week later he was now considering that it was a viable option as long as the times could 
be stretched to leave the Nangkita PO at 9.30am and returning by 5.30pm that same day. The proviso was that he 
would need an extra ½ hour each time to change horses at Mt Compass, with his tender being £3-15-0 per week.  
 
The seven mile Tooperang to Nangkita road was described as “fair” while the 4 four mile Nangkita to Mt Compass 
road was labelled as “not good, but being made” (refer story on front page). Those charged with counting the pennies 
decided that Mr Waye’s option was too high a price to pay and looked into retaining the existing route.  
 
Of historic interest is that an internal hand-written department memo remarked that: “Anticipated large development 
likely to take place near Tooperang in connection with Kingsland Irrigation Scheme. Proposed ------- of dam one 
mile from PO (Tooperang) and £100,000 contract likely to be given to (Mr) Timms ----. Expected over 100 men be 
employed shortly.” Although this scheme when viewed through our eyes may seem far-fetched (refer to Chronicle 
No 13) at the time it does appear to have been taken seriously and may have influenced the routing of mail to remain 
via the potentially thriving region of Tooperang. 
 
The Finniss-Tooperang porterage of mail was contracted to the 51 year old George D Solly in July 1923, to be car-
ried by horse and cart. Mrs E M Solly was the Postmistress at Tooperang at this time and, it was noted, also expected 
the Kingsland Irrigation Scheme to be soon be going ahead, predicting the need to then provide a daily mail service.  
 

Other locals who tendered for either of the two postal routes on offer included: F Kieswetter, E Weidenbach and 
Frederick Darwin. In the end, Mr Frederick Darwin of Finniss was offered the Finniss - Tooperang -Nangkita route 
subject to  a reasonable offer, which he duly supplied (£64 for a twice weekly run, equal to 5d per mile, - less than 
five cents). Mr Frank Wills had obligingly remained on the Tooperang-Nangkita delivery run until the new contract 
was in place. 

The sketch above is included in the PMG documents and shows the 
two train routes that now no longer exist. Both from Adelaide, one 
drops the mail at Finniss after passing through Mt Barker and 
Strathalbyn, the other reaches as far as Willunga. Mt Compass mail 
arrived by horse and cart from Willunga while Nangkita received 
their mail by cart from Finniss via Tooperang. (arrows added) 

  To be continued in the June Chronicle... 
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In 1855, a seven year old Charles Langley arrived in South Australia, having migrated with his parents, John and 
Ann Langley from England. At some later point the family moved to Terowie where Charles would meet his future 
wife, Mary Litster. 
 
They were married at Terowie in 1877, with their first child born there the following year. Charles worked as a   
bullock drover on the Port Augusta to Beltana line, with his family moving with him to various towns along the  
way. Their first nine children were born in the mid north (Beltana, Farina, Peterborough) prior to the Langleys   
moving to Nangkita in 1894. 
  
This family was one of the original 
twenty five families who moved 
here from Port Adelaide as part      
of the Village Settlement Scheme.   
Under this short-lived government 
plan, vacant land was provided with 
the provision that it would be 
cleared and made productive in  
order to sustain the families        
involved. The swampy land proved 
very difficult to clear and drain by 
hand, but a drain was eventually 
dug, with crops and fruit trees     
subsequently planted. 
 
A number of these schemes were 
tried, mostly around the Riverland, 
with the government hoping they 
would provide a new life for unem-
ployed families in those depression 
years. (Refer to pages 88 to 92 in 
the “Chasing Rainbows in the Rain” 
book for more detailed information). As with most of these grandiose schemes, despite the best of intentions, they 
did not work out, with most people moving on. 
 
The Langleys however, did remain, although most of their children left once they married. Some of their children 
maintained a connection to this district through their own children, who would marry locally. Tom and Daisy   
Langley, the only children of Mary & Charles to be born in Nangkita were still living at home when their parents 
(Mary in 1925 & Charles in 1926) passed away. 
 
The Langley home still stands today on Section 353 at Nangkita - in the 1950s it was owned by the Tonkin family 
and housed the Nangkita Post & Telephone Exchange.  
 
 

         The Langley Family of Nangkita 

Only family members linked to 
Nangkita have been highlighted 

Mary & Charles Langley lived out the remainder of their lives in Nangkita, 
after moving here in 1894. 

                      They are buried in the Currency Creek cemetery. 
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Although the Village Settlement had been set up as a community scheme, with everyone working for the common 
good, the idealism could not be sustained. Amongst those who did stay on for a while were the Langley and      
Stockley families. In what may have been the first of many disputes along here about the water that flows between 
neighbours, Mr Stockley took Charles Langley to court in 1902 for allowing flood waters to cause damage on his 
neighbour’s block. Stockley won and received court costs of £11.     
 
After Charles’ death, Tom took over managing the 18½ acre market garden & dairy property until 1941, when he 
enlisted in the army and the family moved to Adelaide.                                                             

                                                  A Few Individual Langleys 
 
Thomas (Tom) Henry Langley (1898-1983): The Langley’s tenth child Tom, was the first family member born 
here. He attended the Nangkita School, which was conveniently located alongside the family property. He played   
in the first Nangkita-Mt Compass football team established in 1924, as well as local tennis and cricket clubs during 
that decade.  
 
On the farm, Tom worked a market garden and a small dairy, milking about 10 to 12 cows. He met Lillah Ellery    
St. Barbe Sydenham (Ella) when she arrived at Nangkita in 1926 as the local school teacher and boarded with his 
parents. Tom & Ella were married in Adelaide the following year, which meant that Ella was compelled to give up 
her teaching position, being a married woman.  
 
Their three children, Bob, Mick and Colleen were all born while the couple 
lived at Nangkita, but when Tom signed up for the War, they decided to 
move to Adelaide. (As Tom was deaf in one ear and 43 years of age, he was 
rejected for an overseas posting but did enlist for an eighteen month period, 
which included serving with the Military Police). 
 
While still living at Nangkita, Ella would help Tom and the boys with the 
milking, which was all by hand before they managed to purchase a milking 
machine. This milk was collected once a day and taken to Ashbourne. Their 
daughter Colleen has written about how Tom would also take potatoes he 
had grown to Adelaide for sale. They grew sweet corn on the small farm 
which Tom would cut using a scythe, and feed this to the cows. He also 
used a Ford-T engine to cut chaff for the cow’s feed. 
 
Tom owned two Clydesdale horses, one of which (Doll) he used to pull his 
dray which can be seen in the photograph on the front page. He was one of 
the first in Nangkita to own a motor car – a brand new Oldsmobile. Later  
he purchased a Model-T Ford (see photo on right). 
 
Owning a car enabled Tom to enter the lowest bid for the contract to carry 
mail between Nangkita and Finniss in 1926. He held this contract until 
1931 when the route was changed to Nangkita via Mt Compass, which it 
was thought, would provide a better service to the residents.   

 
Tom became known as a handyman who was capable of fixing most things by 
improvising. He built several houses during his lifetime, including two on        
Cleland Gully Road, one for his niece Evelyn Squires who had married W P   
(aka Perce) Basham, and one built using local stone for Dick Squires.  
 
Following a 1947 hospital stay for their asthmatic son Mick, Tom & Ella tried   
to help improve his health by moving from Adelaide back to Tooperang. They 
stayed there for a couple of years, in which Tom worked for the local contractor 
Clarrie Hutchens, helping to clear scrub. Mick also started working for Clarrie   
as his health began to improve. They later moved to Coonalpyn, living in a tent 
while continuing to work for Clarrie. Tom eventually returned to Edwardstown  
following the earlier move back there by Ella and their daughter Colleen. 
 
Violet Priscilla Watson (aka Prill) (photo on left) was the daughter of Allison 
Langley and George Watson. She married Gilbert (Gil) Smith, a well known   
local contractor. In the 1930s their home was in the area known as the 
‘Lagoon’ (site of Berry Rd & the strawberry farm) where they lived with their 
three children.  

Tom Langley - proudly standing     
beside his Model T Ford car 

     Continued on following page... 
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Millisa Langley married Henry Squires in 1904, with their daughter Evelyn Squires (also written as ‘Everline’), 
marrying William Percival (Perce) Basham (his name has also been spelt ‘Persival’). Evelyn & Perce’s house on 
Cleland Gully Road was built by Millisa’s brother, Tom Langley, with this house later becoming  Bill & Dorothy 
Walker’s shop and tearooms at the Tooperang Trout Farm.  
                                                                                                                      

 
Three members of this family are listed on the Mt Compass-Nangkita Honour Roll. One from the First World War    

and two from the Second World War. 
*James Alexander Langley lost his life in the 1st World War, aged 24. He worked on the family farm at Nangkita 
prior to signing up in 1915. Jim served in France where he was promoted to Lance Corporal, but made the ultimate 
sacrifice during the Battle of Pozieres, in the Somme Region of northern France. He has no known grave.  
*Wilfred George Langley was living at Kuitpo Colony and working for PB Angas Parsons when he enlisted with 
the Australian Military Forces in 1941. He was discharged only months later due to working in a ‘restricted occupa-
tion’ (ie. farm worker). Undeterred, Wilf joined the Merchant Navy, working on ships docking at various ports from 
Western Australia up to Townsville in Queensland.   
*Charles Hynd married Eileen Langley in 1930, the daughter of George Langley and Annie Martha Wehrmann. 
Born in Scotland, he migrated here as a single man and was working as a fitter & turner at the time he enlisted in 
1940, aged 38. He saw service as a mechanic with the army, in both the Middle East and Asia as well as within  
Australia, before being discharged in 1945.       

References: Colleen McKenzie (nee Langley), Mick Langley, National Archive records for Nangkita Telegraph & Post Office, 
Mt Compass Archive photos,     

Above left: Tom Langley & Ella Sydenham in 1927 (Ella 
was the School teacher at Nangkita but could not continue 
as a married woman).  
 
Above: Mrs Coles and Mary Langley at the opening of  
Nangkita’s Post & Telegraph Exchange in 1924 (refer to 
page 11). 
 
Left: The accompanying postcard to the one on the front 
page. Tom Langley is on the left, with Syd & Councillor 
Richard Peters on the right. The bridge and drain are now 
overrun with phragmites reeds although it can still be 
crossed - this section is no longer part of Nangkita Road, 
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  Honour Roll 



 

In 1917 an Inspector from the Postmaster-General’s Department requested “a rough sketch plan showing the ap-
proximate position of each residence in relation to the Post-Office and also the mail route.”  The above map was 
supplied by Lillian Stone, showing the Post Office on the left hand side of Nangkita Road (heading towards Mount 
Compass) and the words ‘township Nangkita’ written in front of the four central houses. 
 
The line heading right from the Post Office is labelled ‘mail route to Finniss’ and does not appear to be following 
any road now in existence, but probably headed towards what is now Bonds Road. 
 
Starting from the left and moving across the page are the following names and their distance from the PO:           
Curnucks 2¼ miles, Hibbard 2¾ miles, Watson 2½ miles, Simons 1¾ miles, Coles 1¼ miles, F Wills ¾ mile,             
F Hailstone ½ mile, Chaplin ¼ mile, C Langley ¼ mile, School M Andrewartha, 2½ Darwin, John Stone’s 2½ miles, 
H Hailstone 1¾ miles, Henry Stone 4¼ miles, Walter Stone’s 4 miles,  
 
                 Accompanying the above sketch was the following list of 40 adults served at the Nangkita PO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This would be the majority of adult residents in 1917 Nangkita - a time when the country was still at war in Europe. 

Walter Stone 
Mrs W Stone 
Henry Stone 
Mrs H Stone 
John Stone 
Mrs J Stone 
Thomas Chaplin 
Mrs T Chaplin 
Frank Hailstone 
Mrs F Hailstone 
Harry Hailstone 

Frank Wills 
Melvina Wills 
Robert M Coles 
Mrs R M Coles 
Robert W Coles 
Mrs R W Coles 
Samuel Simons 
Mrs S Simons 
Alex Simons 
William T Curnuck 
S J Curnuck 

W J Curnuck 
Mrs Vera Curnuck 
Mrs Lucy Curnuck 
Mrs W Curnuck 
Mrs S Hibbard 
Mrs A R Watson 
Arthur Watson 
Charles Langley 
Mrs Mary Langley 
Thomas Langley 
Daisy Langley 

Harry Hailstone 
Mrs H Hailstone 
William Hailstone 
George Hailstone 
Mrs F Darwin 
George Stone 
M Andrewartha 

   1917 
Nangkita  
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The views & opinions reflected in this Journal do not represent the views of the Mt Compass War Memorial  
Community Centre Inc. 

 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed here. If you wish to advise of any corrections required 

or wish to add further information regarding any item, please contact me using the address below. 
 

Most importantly: if you have any information, documents or photographs that that could be of interest to 
the Archives please give me a call or send an email.                                                      

                                                       
                                                        Steve Kettle (mtcompassarchives@gmail.com)   

1. Warner’s existing dairy on Proctor Road. First 
opened in 1983 it is possibly the smallest dairy 
still operating on the Fleurieu. Janine Kean (nee 
Peters) is seen here preparing to start the milking 
session.  
 
2. Three generations of women rostered on for 
the afternoon’s milking - Janine Kean on the 
right, alongside her daughter Kristy and grand-
daughter Angel. They are about to start milking 
about 120 cows at Leith Warner’s dairy.  
 
3. The Connor family’s old herringbone dairy on 
Nangkita Road photographed in 1984.   
 
4. Kevin and Nancy Wehrmann in their since 
closed Pambulla Road herringbone dairy c2000. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Some examples of Herringbone dairies from 
around the district: 


