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Mount Compass Home Guard
The uniformed man standing proudly defiant in this photograph is Arch Peters, the ex WWI volunteer in charge of
Mount Compass’ own Home Guard.
According to his online war records, Arch was 54 years of age in 1942 - the year he enlisted in the Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC). Some of his fellow volunteers who formed the Mt Compass Home Guard were farmers or farm
hands, while others were ex WWI soldiers now too old for the regular forces.
One of the tasks Arch was charged with was the maintenance of a Roll Book recording attendances at the Home
Guard’s training sessions. A digital copy of this historical document has now been added to the Archives collection,
enabling us to see exactly who gave up their Sundays to train at the oval in preparation for a possible invasion. The
men who formed the Home Guard in 1943 are listed on page 3 - perhaps a family member is recorded there? Not all
VDC volunteers joined the Home Guard, with some of them being employed full time in non-combat roles such as
Coast Watchers or as guards at important installations.
Check out this fascinating piece of our history on page 3.....
Photographs and articles in the Chronicle can be copied for non-commercial purposes provided the Mt Compass Archives is
acknowledged as the source.
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Editorial
For those of you who remember the popular British TV series “Dad’s Army”, this edition of the Chronicle will have a
recognisable theme. While many local residents served in the armed forces directly, a similar number who were employed in vital areas such as food production, signed up for the Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC). An important sector
of this was the “Home Guard”. This particular group of men gave up their one day off a week to train for whatever
the war may throw at them. They believed the threat of an invasion was very likely during this time.
The recent passing of Johnny Haywood marks an end to this era in our history. It would appear that he was the final
living member of the Mt Compass Home Guard and some of his memories from a 2017 interview can be found on
page 4.
When does the past become history? On page 8 of this edition, there are a number of Mt Compass photographs taken
in the 1980s. They show buildings which are either no longer there or have since been redeveloped. We could have
included more recent photos such as the IGA shop during the time it was located in the RSL hall or perhaps the
houses that have now been demolished for a new building at the Mt Compass school.
With this in mind, the Archives are keen to accept any interesting photographs you may have taken or are in possession of, for scanning into our digital collection. Team photos, club committee photos, historic or new housing or even
local events are all suitable for being lodged with us at any time. Collecting this sort of information today will be a lot
easier than trying to put it together in another generation’s time. Anyone who would like to assist can contact me via
the Archives email address.
A big thank you to Malcolm Langford and Linton & Dorothy Jacobs for their assistance with proof reading & verifying historical details.
Steve Kettle (mtcompassarchives@gmail.com)
An article from the “Southern Argus” 7th May 1941

News reports from the past ...

The above notice from “The Mail” Sept. 1944 refers to Range firing at
Willunga. The Mt Compass Home Guard were never mentioned.

The two pages below are from the Home Guard Roll Book for 1943
Do you recognise any of the names?

Page 3

The Mt Compass Home Guard
During World War II a number of entities emerged to help assist the war effort. One of these was the Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC) which was inaugurated in 1940 under the auspices of the Returned Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen’s Imperial League (RSSAILA – later to become the RSL). In 1941 it was handed over for control by the Army.
As the threat of invasion grew Home Guard units were formed around the country consisting of those men who were
unable to join the front-line forces. Many were working in vital occupations on the land while others were simply
too old to be on the front line. A group of just such men formed the Mount Compass Home Guard.
We are extremely lucky that the Home Guard Roll Book for Mt Compass was retained by its then local leader, Arch
Peters and was handed down to his daughter Ronda Arthur. This document has recently been scanned into the Archives digital collection thanks to Ronda. The small but historically valuable Roll Book lists the names of all those
who enlisted in the Home Guard for the years 1943 & 44 as well as recording the dates of their attendance at training. Copies from two of the pages can be found above.
Ronda recalled how these men were preparing for a possible Japanese invasion, with her father in charge. As a
young girl she did not take part in any of the activities but clearly remembers helping her mother take morning tea
down to the oval when Brigadiers were visiting the training there.
Much of the training was carried out at the Mt Compass oval with a focus on drills, marching, digging trenches &
weapons training. During an interview that John McKinlay gave in August of last year, he recalled how as a teenager during the war, he saw the zig-zag slit trenches that had been dug on the town oval for Home Guard training.
He told how at a given signal, the men would all rush along into these trenches during safety training.
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

Home Guard

John also told of the time he was running along these trenches after school one afternoon (when no body else was
around) and he found a training hand grenade. He described it as being made of cast-iron with a hollow centre and
shaped like a small rusty pineapple. He did keep this as a souvenir but it has since been lost somewhere over the ensuing years. The trenches themselves were situated about where the clubrooms now are. This area was undeveloped
land at the time, with Kevin Watkins describing it as “just scrub and bracken fern around the trenches”.
Johnny Haywood who passed away recently was possibly the last living member of this volunteer force but he did
pass on some of his memories during an interview late last year. He recalled how the Home Guard believed they
were preparing for an impending Japanese invasion. Training was held every Sunday on the town oval and sometimes continued for the whole day, finishing around 4 or 5.00pm.
Occasionally they would travel to a Willunga rifle range for shooting practice that included the use of machine guns.
John recalled with a smile how Don McKinlay eagerly volunteered to have a go with the machine gun and was
quite startled by the number of rounds it fired off when he had been expecting just the one shot.
Allan Watson and his father, local butcher Herb Watson were both members of the Home Guard and according to
John, Allan would beat a drum while the other volunteers marched around the oval. (Allan was also the drummer for
bands playing at fundraising dances in the hall).
As an aside, one of John’s enduring memories of Ray Bishop is of him wearing a very large army overcoat which
almost reached the ground. The Home Guard men were apparently allowed to select their own clothing from a pile
of uniforms and for some reason Ray went for this oversized coat.
Continued on page 5

Ray Bishop, aged 40 in 1943 (left) & Hugh Jacobs aged 45 in 1943 (right) proudly wearing their Home Guard uniforms.
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The document shown above is part of a letter listing rural reserved occupations that was sent to the Prime
Minister’s office in July 1942, from the Office of the Director General of Man Power.
With “farm-hands” of all ages being exempt from a military call-up, the Home Guard was their next best option to be involved. (It is noted also, that chicken-sexers must have been an occupation of some importance at
this time).
Source: National Archives
Continued from page 4

Home Guard

John also spoke about finding spent cartridges on their property from a Home Guard rifle range that had been set up
in his father, Eric McKinlay’s paddock. This was just above their dam with the target being a contraption made by
Ray Bishop (photo on page 4) who rigged up a paper target attached to a frame. This frame would lift up as an attached wire was pulled by someone a safe distance away. The target would remain raised long enough for the
shooter to focus in on the target and then would drop once the wire was released.
John’s sister Roma Kirk was a young girl at this time but she has a vivid recollection of her father (Eric McKinlay)
marching along the road, rifle on his shoulders, alongside the other uniformed Home Guard volunteers. The most
striking part of this recollection for Roma is of the heavy boots they wore.
Her father was always rather secretive about what the volunteers actually did which perhaps is a pointer to how seriously the threat was taken at this time.
The Volunteer Defence Corps wasn’t just limited to the Home Guard. Some local residents were full time members
of the VDC for various periods of the war. Albert Waye, William James & George McAllan were Coast Watchers
at Pt Willunga and Albert (Alb) Simons was a VDC guard at the prisoner of war/internment camp at Loveday in the
Riverland. These four men were signed up to the VDC but served in a different capacity to the Home Guard.
The Coast Watchers, according to Albert Waye’s daughter Audrey Griffith, were stationed at Port Willunga. They
were tasked with the job of recording all the shipping and air movements they saw. Audrey spoke about seeing a
green tin shed on the beach where these men were stationed for a week at a time. Audrey’s father was the cook for
this group (see photo next page), who were camped below the cliffs.
Continued on page 6
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Below left: A photograph of the Port Willunga Coast Watchers. On the far left is Albert Waye followed by Willam James &
George McAllan with two unknown men on the right. (Linton Jacobs recalled that it was the same George McAllan who had to
inspect Mt Compass homes to ensure their windows & doors were blacked out at night - as required by law,)
Below right: Alb Simons served as a guard at the Loveday POW/Internment camp just outside Barmera. His skills as a gardener
were utilised to help the prisoners produce food such as tomatoes for canning and vegetables for seed. Many of those interned
there were not seeking to fight & security was not a major concern according to Linton Jacobs who visited the camp as a boy.

Continued from page 5

Home Guard (cont)

Albert was later transferred to Port Lincoln where he carried out the same Coast Watch duties. The following website describes German U-boat activity around the Australian coastline, which may help to explain the need for units
such as these. (www.ozatwar.com/subsoz.htm)
As well as guarding the POWs held at Loveday, Alb Simons’ duties also involved teaching them how to grow vegetables, which were needed for the war effort. Linton Jacobs once visited this camp as a young boy while his Uncle
Alb was working there. He recalled seeing them all busy at work and has memories of the long galvanised huts they
lived in. An ‘Advertiser’ article from December 1945 explained that the camp was built on 440 acres and produced
many products ranging from vegetable seeds & tomatoes, through to opium poppies for the production of morphine.
This article was written using information from interviews recorded for the Archives as well as websites www.trove.nla.gov.au
www.awm.gov.au, www.diggerhistory.info and www.naa.gov.au plus Linton Jacobs’ book “Where The Compass Leads You”.

The document on the left has been
downloaded from the National Archives and gives a clear indication
of what the Home Guard were being trained for.
It is difficult nowadays to image
this time in our history when people
here were worried they could be
invaded or bombed at any time.
Kevin Watkins remembers his family putting blankets over their windows at night to black them out during the war. They also painted their
car headlights with black paint leaving only a narrow slit for the light
to shine through.
With the Japanese bombing Darwin
and German submarines possibly
cruising along our coastline, the
threat was viewed very seriously.
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This 1944 photograph of Mt Compass school students was taken during the 2nd World War
The school building behind them is still in use today (see photo below)
back row- Claire Leane, Mary Nitschke, Carlene Anderson, Zelma James, Roma McKinlay, Sylvia Bishop,
Gladys Schultz, Jean James, Doreen Peters, 2nd row- Ruth Pickup, Barbara McKinlay, Mary Dibben, Helen
Giles, Audrey Waye, Joan Hicks, Ida Peters, Nancy Hicks, 3rd row- Malcolm Giles, Grenfell Price, Colin Ekers,
Neil Whicker, Norman Jurgens, Bruce McAllan, Ivern Simons, Keith Jacobs, Len Ekers, 4th Row- Shirley James,
Thena Simons, Barbara Hailstone, Margaret James, Marie Hicks, Marjory Schutz, Jenifer Eime, Jenny Hutchins,
Faye Beaumont, 5th row: —— Peddler, Vern Heupauff, Robert McIntosh, Don Bishop, Hartley Wehrmann,
Colin McKinlay, Mervyn Knott, Reg Fendler, front- Ron Nitschke, Maurice Ekers, Ben Usher, Kevin Wehrmann,
Jerome Weise, David Simons, Terry Stone.
School students absent from the photo: Joan Mitchell, Ailleen Simons, Betty Jurgens, Maureen Beaumont.
The student names have been listed here thanks to the forethought of Carlene Farmer (nee Anderson) who recorded
most of them on the back of her original copy. Below (left) is a group of school children from possibly the 1960s
that have not yet been identified. If you are in this photo or can help us with their names, or even when it was taken,
please let us know. This was one of the many photographs collected when the “Chasing Rainbows in the Rain” history book was being written (Published in 1988).
Can you help with this photo?

The same school room in 2014
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These photographs taken in Mt Compass in 1986 & 1987
If you have any slides or photos at
home that reflect our history - no
matter how recent, please allow us to
copy them. Negatives can also be
copied and in many cases will give a
clearer result than fading photographs.
Top left (1) Mount Compass Fruit
Juice shop (previously the Bank of
Adelaide) - now a coffee shop. (2)
State Bank of SA (3) Golf Factory –
now has the Tavern on this site (4)
Bakehouse Gallery (the site of numerous businesses since).

4
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Gas Producers in Mt Compass during WW2
With a shortage of petrol during the 2 nd World War, a number of local people turned their thoughts to replacing petrol with charcoal gas to fuel cars and trucks.
Ivor (Kelly) Arthur was one of those who fitted these devices and it is believed that at least three local farmers Ray
Bishop, Herb Heuppauff & Alex Chaplin produced charcoal to power such producers.
We are lucky enough to have a blueprint (yes it is blue) of a gas producer shown below. This is one of the various
documents that were originally collected for the Rainbow history book and are now lodged in the Archives.
Ronda Arthur has provided the photograph on page 10 which shows a car fitted with one of Kelly Arthur’s gas
producers. The original photograph is a little blurred, but we are lucky to at least have this one. Another photo (next
page) shows gas converters fitted to the front of two of McDonald’s Willunga Carrying Service vehicles (later
Southern Transport). This was taken by Vern McIntosh while receiving a delivery of superphosphate at the Glen
Finnis property he managed.
In an interview for the Archives last year, past resident Lance Chaplin explained the process used by his father
(Alex Chaplin) to produce charcoal.
Alex had several large pits (double the size of a large lounge room) which were used to burn the trunks of Yundi’s
hardwood gums. A fire was started & once it took hold, two large steel sheets were dragged over the pit using
chains, to smother the flames. (These sheets were probably obtained from the Port Adelaide wharf where he
worked). The pit was then left like this for 2-3 days before being uncovered and the fire snuffed out. The burnt logs
inside were still recognisable but crumbled when touched. This charcoal was then bagged up to be sold. Lance compared this method with making wine as it required great care & skill to get the process right.
Continued page 10
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Above: Two of McDonald’s Willunga Carrying Service trucks,
fitted with gas producers. They are pictured here delivering
superphosphate to the Glen Finnis property. McDonalds later
became Southern Transport and at one time owned the land
where the liquor store is now situated.

Ronda Arthur has provided the photo (left) of a car fitted
with one of Kelly Arthur’s gas producers. The photograph may
be a little blurred, but we are lucky one was taken at the time.
Sam Curnow is on the right with an unknown man on the left.

Continued from previous page

Jan Duffield described recently how her father Herb Heuphauff would end the day looking like “a mobile bag of
charcoal” from the filthy job that was charcoal bagging. He had an area known as the “charcoal paddock” on their
property, which contained a burning pit. As land was cleared, the cup gum stumps and larger branches were placed
in his pit. Once fired, they were then allowed to burn & char for a week before being left to cool and finally they
were bagged for transportation to Adelaide (the picture below shows a well presented Herb).
Jan made special mention of her mother
Mona having to wash these filthy charcoal
covered clothes by hand with water carried
up from the creek.
However, it may not pay to jump in and try
to build your own gas producer just yet. In
Linton Jacobs’ book “Where the Compass
Leads You” he writes about the inconveni
-ence of these contraptions, that had to be lit
well before travelling and how they also had
low power. For those who had trouble
obtaining petrol during these times though,
this process did provide a viable alternative.

Herb Heupauff with a load of charcoal
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A copy of this 1914 postcard
shown left, was sent to the
Archives recently to see if
we can help identify the people photographed. A transcript of the message on the
back is shown below in the
hope that some of the names
listed could be members of
your family.
This same person also has a
postcard of the Tregonning
family with the note that
they were farmers at Mt
Compass in 1917. We have
not been able to find any
family of this name in the
Archives.
Do you know these families?

Dear Jessie
I’m staying out at MC with my sister for a while. I have my little nephew Harry with me & we are having a lovely
time. The sun rises & morning mists are glorious. There are great hills around us in all directions & the air is so
pure. We went to the local show yesterday & the family flowers & vegetables were lovely. I took this photo last
time I was out. The boy on the left is my brother in law – then comes my eldest sister (Edith) then the married one
(Kitty) is sitting on the trunk & the other is my brother (Harold?/Donald?). This is a very pretty spot. I’m glad you
liked the pressed flowers. It is autumn here now - so not many flowers about. I hope you are all well. My little
nephew wants to know if you are his auntie? He thinks all Jessies must be his aunties.
With much love from Jessie
20/3/14
Photograph dated 9/1/14 - “At Panacoola?”
Corrections policy
While great care is taken to ensure the accuracy of each edition of the Chronicle, errors may still occur. Until perfection is possible, the following policy will be in place:
All online editions of this newsletter will be the most up to date versions available following any required corrections. To
distinguish between differing updates of any edition, a number (in brackets) will be added to the file name of each
downloadable Chronicle that has corrections. This will allow those who have previously downloaded a newsletter to see
whether or not they have the latest available version.
If doubt is raised about a particular piece of information (name or year etc) this will either be noted – or the specific information will be removed until it can be confirmed at a later date.
Corrections to Chronicle No 2:
*On page 8 the photograph shows Kelvin Peters, not Howard Peters as originally stated.
*The name of Mrs Squires has been removed from the Queens article, as she was not the singer at these events. There was a
Mrs Jean Sires who did sing at numerous Mt Compass occasions, including fundraisers and more will be written about her in a
later edition. In the 1950’s, the Sires family owned a farm where the golf course development now stands.

The views & opinions reflected in this Journal do not represent the views of the Mt Compass War Memorial
Community Centre Inc.
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed here. If you wish to advise of any corrections required
or wish to add further information regarding any item, please contact me using the address below.
Most importantly: if you have any information, documents or photographs that that could be of interest to
the Archives please give me a call or send an email.
Steve Kettle (mtcompassarchives@gmail.com)

