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Mount Compass 1947 Country Cricket Carnival Tea

This proud group of cricketers represented Mt Clomp:
competition in 1947. This was held over a two week period in March of that year with 46 country teams compet-
ing on 23 city & suburban ovals. This Mt Compass team finished in a creditable 20th place with 4 wins, 1 draw
and 3 losses.

The members of this team were also some of the key citizens here in Mount Compass during the 1940s afd be-
yond.

In the back row, left to right are: Lou Bell, Stan Hales, Ray Stone, Murray Hibbard, G Braithwaite and W (Bill)
Hailstone. The front row consists of: Sam Curnow, Erk Anderson, Geoff Stone (Captain), Reg Verrall (vice|Capt)
and Cyril Anderson.

During this period, the community based Mount Compassiarative Store was establishing itself as the only
grocery store in Mt Compass. Four of the men who played in the above cricket team also formed the majoyity of
theCeopbs seven person Management Committee. E E [(Er |
mittee with R G (Ray) Stone being the first Secretary. G S (Geoff) Stone and Warren W (Jim) Ellis were al$o on
the Committee. Jim Ellis was absent from this formal photograph but did play in the competition (he signed the
reverse of this photo with the rest of topemtivédaysm) .

Photographs and articles in t6aroniclecan be copied for necommercial purposes provided the Mt Compass Archives are
acknowledged as the source.
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Editorial

Thank you for the positive feedback many readers have provided. It does show there is a definite interestjjn our
past from both the éol dd hands and also the morfle r

The history of Mount Compass since colonisation may be from more recent times than for many of our FIfjurieu
cousi ns, but this does not me a n iChronicled a noyc utshees Ifpens st
Australian movement known as 0 Co mmo nopeaiue Steré. Thisn | i t
store existed for almost 16 years during which time it helped change the face of Mount Compass as we kEfow it.

Originally operating from the area bounded by Tay Road and Peters Terrace,-tifier@tive owned a large pa

cel of land but later relocated to what is now the Main Road retail strip. Prior to this move they had started|to sell
some of their land, 5 acres of which the SA Housing Trust purchased. This block then went on to becomd]the first
O6suburband area of o uaoplandovasmgraduallypsold aDd/as this éditiom shows, hbecdni o
the central residential area of Mount Compass.

Of the first seven members of thisGop 6 s Management Committee four pf t
Mt Compass Carnival Cricket team. This close tie between Sports and development in Mt Compass is argarea the
Archives History Group is currently seeking help with. If you have any particular memories of involvemengjwith
any of the sports played in Mt Compass, we would like to hear from you. If possible we would appreciate fleople
writing down their recollections and thoughts on any sports they were involved with. Over time it is anticigited
that we can produce a publication detailing the history of each of our sportsthey started right up to curren

times. In the Archives we do have some written work and interviews relating to the earliest sporting days,3but any
| anecdotes or information on developments from the 1950s onwards would be of great help. The |nformat| n pro-
[t

vided would not necessarily need to be a work of perfeetjost your reflections of life within your club(s)

Finally, as former residents pass on a number have not been sufficiently recognised in this publication. If jjou do
happen to attend the funeral of someone previously connected to this district, please consider sending infg copy ¢
the eulogy. Alternatively write a few notes yourself to send in with hopefully, a copy of any Memorial Car
handed out. Any contribution is appreciated. Steve Kettle

AN INTRODUCTION TO MT COMPASS | NeWS reports from the paSt

(1948)
The average person passing through Mount Compass—CQ-0OP., CHAIRMAN'S
may not realise that this gardening and dairying dis- REPORT.
trict is striving to establish a community centre in The chairman of Mount Com-
keeping with the prevailing community spirit. Post pass Co-operative Store Ltd.,
war shortages are, as elsewhere, hampering varig said at the annual meeting, that
aspects of this desired progress; even so, much h the year’s trading had resulted
been achieved. in a satisfactory surplus of £48

_ ' which represented a return of
Fifteen months ago, the small business on the Ad 127% on members' funds in-

laide side of the township was made aoperative vested in the business. There are

one, being purchased by sale of shares, almost 1 287 members with a share capi-
per cent of which were taken by local residents. D tal of £3814/8/8, general reserve
ing the first year of trading, business increased be stands at £1,286 and total mem-

yond all expectations, the turnover passed the figyre | hLers' funds represent 61% of the
of £25,000. The shop space in spite of every posdible total asscis Interest on capital

increase, is a factor causing great concern to the man .o dec!

‘ : ared a reh:
agement committee and staff. The latter, having com{ members’ ;:lra‘_;;,‘:;d ;} ‘ic/l) ':'c
menced with a manager and one assistant, now com+ .« pound is to be l;l":d(‘ ;
prises ten persons. This business entails a weeklyf de —
livery to points widely spaced; from Cut Hill to Wil o5y an item from thevictor Harbor Timesdated16th
lunga Hill, Hope Forest, Nangkita, Yundi, several July 1954
miles on the Goolwa and Cleland Gully roads, alsq| ef;: This item was also printed in tvéctor Harbor Times
Myponga - on 5th March 1948.
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The Co-operative Years of Mt Compass

The Formative Years
In 1943 during World War 11, a group of concerned individuals met in Adelaide to discuss how to promote thje con-
cept of people working together to make the world a better place. From this meeting came the South Australian
movement known aSommon Causélhis was an educatieiriven movement that took aim at (as quoted in neys-
papers at that time) fAthe ol d f oes o f-paiisgmvwith pgaple e p €
coming together as a society where unemployment would be eliminated along with equal opportunities for &ll. As
guoted in the AChasing Rainbows in the Raino higto
ipeople having full knowl edge of s el f |
meaning of democracyo.

r
g

Well known local Charlie Verco of Lanacoona Stud was a member of thg
Adelaide Committee oc€ommon Causand became a key promoter here i
Mt Compass. In 1944 the Hall was hired out on four occasions to suppo
of theCommon Causeyho it is presumed, involved themselves in some
earnest talks and discussions. At this time it is also very likely that a nu
of residents were becoming warary as the Second World War stretched
into its sixth year. These were very dark and strange times. The casualt
of those serving from Mt Compass was growing, shortages and rationing
came the norm and by 1944 even O
working and living with local families. The Hall was booked again for furf
meetings by this group in both 1945 and 1946.

In 1944 something very interesting was also happening in Nuriootpa. At
public meeting held there, a motion to form Mriootpa War Memorial
Community Centre Inc was passed ori®April. In that same year resident
there also formed @o-operative to take over the operation of a local storg
This all followed a year of background work in that town by supporters o
sameCommon Causmovement that was holding meetings here in Mt Co
pass. These two Nuriootpa events were to prove very influential on future de-
velopments here. Speakers from that town travelled to Mt Compass talking at local meetings and hosting rgturn vis
its from some of our residents. At Nuriootpa, they quickly focused their thoughts on building a Community ¢entre
and Community Village, along with a kindergarten, baby health centre and a full size swimming pool. The Nu-
riootpa Ceoperative continues to successfully operate to this day in the Barossa Valley, boasting over 18,000 mem
bers with 300 employees and it is certainly worth a visit.

Charlie Vercac1960. This photo-
graph was kindly supplied by his
grandson Doug Schultz

It is by no means coincidental that we formed the
During the past twenty-five years, the movement has || similarly namedVt Compass War Memorial
developed rapidly, especially in London. The British move- || Community Centre Inc here in 1953 after seeing
ment now has over nine million members, does a retail trade || what could be achieved through that tremendous
of £360 millions, a wholesale and manufacturing trade of || community effort in Nuriootpa.
£160 millions. The C.W.S. runs about 160 factories making
every conceivable article for domestic use. The CW.S. || The early Mt CompasSommon Causmembers
Bank has a yearly turnover of over £1,000 million, and its || were also among the key people pushing the Com-
policy is directed by a board of twenty-eight individuals, all |[ mittee to call a public meeting which led to the fdr-
elected from the retail societies’ members. mation of our currenvit Compass War Memorial
Community Centre IndRay Stone remarked in a

During the depression period, when the Australian || |q0/ o rqed interview that he was one of the

tradingbankswerediﬁculfa?stoadvances,itwafstheFC.W.S. 6stirrersd who tried tlo g
Bank that advanced £3 millions to the Westralian Farmers || i, 1,0 original Hall Committee other than thos¢

on the security of their prospective wheat crops. whom he considered at the time, were being chasen

Through consumers’ co-operation the British people by the Hall Trustees. Continued on next page ...

are literally buying back their ancient heritage. Large |left This is one section of|] t he
estates, with historic mansions, are passing into the owner- f[mocr acy o, printed by the|l Edu
ship of co-operative societies, the homes being used for |Adelaide Ceoperative Society. This booklet was located

recreation or convalescence, and the land for agricultural |WiththeCeop6s Archived recorjds a
purposes been printed in the 1940s.
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Continued from previous page

Broadening the membership of committees | i Remdnh
Causemeetings, Ray explained.

The 1953 Community Centreds constituti odiveeaCGommoe I
Causemovement and the ideas espoused by the spreading Commuyope@ives. This is one small quote frof
that interesting and idealistic constitution:

i...promoting projects which are calculated to

-

i mp 1

the residents of the township and district...or benevolent projects as a Baby Health Centre, Kindergarten, Sports

Ground, Playground, Swimming Pool, Club Rooms (for children and/or adults), Gymnasium Rooms, Library
Social Halls, Picture Theatre, Literary and Deb

One of the first projects the Mt Compd&3smmon Case supporters decided upon was the formation in 1944, g
Institute Library This development they believed would be a proposal that everyone could supqoe. ¢f the

original records from this Library are now stored in our Town Archiviéd) They then organised working bees
maintain the town cemetery, for similarly altruistic reasons. At the time this group began to organise meetin
munist USSR had been fighting in World War 2 on the side of the allies and the political concept of individu
working for the betterment of society as a whole had not yet run up against the 1950s Cold War ideologies.
Stone was to |l ater comment, Athe Russians were

Cause people wanted to figet the support of both
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A Co-operative is Formed
Following the success of their first two endeavoursbmmon|
Causesupporters progressed to discussing the possibility of |
erating their own retail bu
ery was their first consideration, with Charlie Verco visiting tf
owner Mr E M (Snow) Beaumon
turnover and a possible sale price. They carefully looked int

A2 .":"'f:i.r"i»g“,'

L 7‘“.;5‘35“
R

this commercial possibility but after receiving professional a
vice, it became clear that this business was not the right fit f
their goals. An accountant on the NuriootpacCp e r at i
Board, Sam Denton, assisted the people here with advice a
professional referrals as did tBeA F i s h e ropesativé s|
Secretary, Lance Le Cornu (this particular@perative would
go on to become SAFCOL). Both these men visited Mt Co
pass to offer advice, with Mr Denton later going on to beco
Chairman of Horwoodagshaw Ltd while Mr Le Cornu was
part of the well known family furniture business. The end reg
of all this highlevel advice was that a Gaperative did eventu-
ate in Mt Compass but via a business that better suited thei
quirements.

In 1946, theMt Compass Cooperative Store Ltd bought out | In 1946, Erskine (Erk) Anderson (189962)
Jim Caddyods Gener al Store ( became the Inaugural Chairman of the Mt Ca
by Alex & Edna Dowell). This store sold the only groceries pass Ceoperative Store. He lived in the Mt
available at that time in Mt Compass, along with petrol and Compass district from 1939 to 1951.

N n a

other rural essentials such as chaff. TheokCGp6 s new Commi t -

tee of Management sold £1 ($2) shares in minimum blocks of 5, to raise the capital they required. The inau
membersoftheGop 6s Commi ttee of Management wer e E E
Jacobs, Geoff Stone, Gil Smith, J C (Chris) Blakely and W W (Jim) Ellis.

gural
A\nde

A Manager was employed to oversee the running of the Store while also carrying out the role of Secretary for the

Committee. The capital raised through shares was never really sufficient according to Ray Stone, with finaf
arranged through the State Bank. Ray remarked later that it was due to the State Bank holding the pew Sa
accounts along with a number of the United Dair
Mt Compass$ the first of which was located in the sleept on the front veranda of the@op 6 s hous e

Continued on next page......
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2. ZIrading A comparison
: ’ of the Coeo p 6]s
(a) %et out hereunder is Comparative Trading Statement showing:- trading figures
Perliod Sales Cost of Gross . on as shown in
Goods _told Prolit &ost their 1954
Yeare ended = Auditor|d6s |
318t March, 19 £25,574 21,768 3,806 17.5% t. |
1949 30,926 28,401 2,525 8.9  |B oo re.
1950 23,185 19,397 3.288 19.5% )
1951 21,680 18,001 3,679 20, 4% ceived from
1952 23,035 19,678 3,357 17.1% Agency com-
1953 19,796 16,729 B.OGZ 18, 3% missions etc.
1954 19,449 16,173 327 20.3
Continued from previous page
The first manager appointed to run the @oStore was Reg Kroemer from Strathalbyn. He was selected from|about
a dozen applicants and apparently brought with him a number of useful contacts and knowledge. The distripution
rights for Shell petroleum products was obtained andthe o St or eds bui |l di ngs welre

the first two years with staffing increasing to around 12 people and the business growing. However, when Nir Kroe-

mer was forced to take three months off due to illness, the Store struggled and never quite replicated its su

initial years. This manager did return to work but his health failed again and Ray Stone marked this down &

the primary reasons for the Storebs ultimate f a
tively short periods and were keen to move

to Obetterd positio
from 1949 presents a sorry state of affairs,
with the Store reporting the substantial losg
£609 ($1,218) for that financial year. Owing
to Mr Kroemer s abs
were both fAunsati sf

with there being-nfa

members who had accounts with the store

which created a tax problem. The-Co

conducted with the members of this-Gp (of
which there were 292 by this time).

TheCoopds Landhol

The Coeop Store had purchased from Jim
Caddy, all of Section 318 as well as land
across the Victor Harbor road (Section 408

This provided them with access to water fr
the creek and included two previously sub
divided blocks (Sections 405 & 4064 total
of 44 acres. Section 408 was soldto S G

The land on the western side of Victor Har

Road remained, which was later to prove
quite significant in the future development

this town. TWherethdant
passLeadsygu Book 1 (pog
| quite clearly how this land was later sold tqg

TP,

ARTHUR ROAD

The above map shows the area of land (highlighted) owned by the Nolf#¢ Community Centre and went on to be-
Compass Cap Store. The area bounded by Peters Terrace and Arthiwome pivotal in the growth of Mt Compass

Road is Section 318. Sections 405 & 406 border Peters Terracg. .
Continued on next page...
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Continued from previous page The Store

Audrey Griffith (nee Waye) spoke to the Archives in 2017 about her memories of toig Store. She recalled
working there for two years and described how the Store was laid out. As customers entered through the fr
the drapery section was on the right hand side with groceries on the left. The fruit & vegetable section was
centre. Audrey spent much of her time in an office that was tucked away in the corner, although she did als
with sales. A flight of steps |l ed down to the s

p . R Y
This ¢1950s view from Mt Moon showstheGop St or eds site on the cor ng¢
Co-op house can be seen on the right with the large grain storage shed in the centre. All the sheds had to
i shed and removed (at a | oss of A178) f ol lopskapitsgl
is unfortunately, hidden behind the pine tree in the front (right).

bnt doo
n the
o help
nopo

All sales were carefully recorded in each indiwvi
stored in pigeon holes near the door for easy access by customers. Any potential end of year rebates were
purchases being recorded in these account books.

When this Store first opened, Audrey Griffith had the distinct recollection that they employed three returned
meni Keith Dix, Doug Johns & Ken Clifford. Carlene Farmer (nee Anderson) could also clearly recall the ng
these three returned men in an interview she gave in 2017. (Her father Erk Anderson, was the first Chairma
Cao-op- amongst his many community involvements.) The strength of these two memories is a reasonable i
of how much importance was placed at the time in offering work to men who had returned from the war.

Times are Changing

AftertheCeop Store had been operating for a whil e, B
which meant the Goperative now had competition from within the town. Linton Jacobs recalled recently that
deliveries had started to come into Mt Compass from Victor Harbor at this time which forced Snow Beaumo
fight back by expanding into groceries.

The Beaumontds business was sold as a Gener al St
to Aub Fryer. By all reports The Fryars were astute businesspeople which proved to be the final straw fopth
forcing them in 1962, to sell their now lessaking business to Aub and Maureen Fryar. The Fryars then comb

their two storesintotheCop 6 s r et ai | premi ses (the current Li
Continued on next page...
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Continued from previous page

The End Is Near

The new Ceop building had been opened only two years earlier (1960) in a last ditch attempt to increase sdles by

relocating into the townbés main retail area. The

f u

previously owned by Southern Transport, a company operated by the McDonald family who, until they closgd re-
cently, were based in Willunga. A land swap was arranged with the McDonalds who in return, took over a block on

theCeopbs ol d site.

TheCeoperati veds members took part in working beels
Pine trees cleared from the vacant site were then milled at Moana for use during construction. Any -aipthe Clo

members who helped with this project received a credit to their shareholding account to the value of 80 cerjts for
each hour of labour they provided. The records show that a 30 foot x 30 foot x 10 foot shed frame had been pur-

chased to form this storebés new building.

In the Archives there are also records showing the purchase of over 100 bags of cement for use in this builgi

which is an indicator of just how labour intensive construction work would have been in those days.
Continued on next page...

MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS !!

May 1951.

LL

Dear Member,

Further to the problem presented last month with regard to the reduction
of real value of capital by rising prices, we would draw your attention lo the effect of
risiug prices on profit and profit distribution.

At first glance it may appear a simple matier to conduct a business on a
rising market, buying at a low price level and selling at a higher. It is in fact quile simple
to make profits but the point which must be realised is thal most of the exlra money
braught into the business as profit is swallowed up in the replacement of stock.

In order to comply with (axation requirements as a co-operalive sociely it
will be necessary to distribute our profit (0 members in one ferm or anolher.

Under present conditions to distribute in cash the profit appearing on our
books would mean drastic reduction in steck. with consequent shortage of many lincs,
customer dissatisfaction, and ultimate loss of business.

Your cammittes of management will make recommendations as to haw the
distribution may be made, hut the actual decissions as 1o the distribution of prafit as re-

bate on purchases and intercst on capital are yours to be made at vour Annual Genera Above: G A (G") Smith one of the inau-
Meeting to be held towards the end of June. § ~
gural members ofthe Gop 6 s Ma 1
Within the next month you will each recieve a copy of the society’s balance ment CommitteeBelow: Ken Clifford - an
sheet. This will of necessity only be an outline and we urge you 2ll to attend vour )
annual meeting to obtain a full report of the society’s affairs and take your part in early employee at the Gap Store (he wag
minding your gwn busincss, a returned serviceman who also played

cricket for Mt Compass).

On behalf of the Committee of Management,
Left: A 1951 Caop flyer sent to memberp

MOUNT COMPASS CO-OPERATIVE STORE LIMITED,
R. G. STONE, Chairman.

NOTE THESE SPECIALS

Boys” School Knickers sizes 10, 12, & 13 10/- pair.
Boys' 37 grey golf socks sizes 74" to 10" from 6/8 pair.
Boys' Blue Shirts for School wear 8/9 each.
Boys' Pure Wool Golden Fleece Singlets size 24" 6/6 each. o -
> 44 % " ¥ = size 26" 6/11 each.
Boys’ Wool and Cotton Singlets size 30" 6/11 each
Ladies’ Pantettes silks and wonllens 4/11 pair,
Ladies’ Pantettes Rayon cotton and Wool 5/6 pair.
Ladies’ House Shoes sizes 3 and 4 15,3 pair.
Boxed Linen Finish Stationary 4/11
Plastic Tablecloths 911
Dish Cloths 11
Face Washers 1/3
Bed Socks to clear 3/11 pair.
Cushion Covers 4/11
Mens O. S. grey flannels (seconds) 711

Men's O. S. Woollen Pyjamas 33/9.

ng,

age
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Continued from previous page

Among those listed as having helped in the slab pouring & shed erection work were: M J Turner, H W Huey
C C Eldridge, R G Stone, A R Duncan, | K Arthur, L J Thomas, A E Lush, D H Tonkin, L A Stoeckel, Alb Jo
L F McHugh, C L Ekers, V Arthur, K H Peters, N Anderson, L Schulze & A C Blakely.

Despite becoming part of the Séfel Cooperative Stores group, sales still continued to decline following the
move. The large financial deficit in 19&PR was the final straiv the decision was made to sell the business. Rg
Stone spoke about Betty Jacobs the 6girl 6 who w

last Store Manager Alan Channon (who he praised) Betty really becameftietadmanager, with Ray once again

taking on the role of Secretary.

Moving On
The Post Office at this time was being run by Harry & Nora Humby, who were apparently also potential buy
along with the Fryars. De-

pauff,
hes,

Yy
n S W

ers

spite there being two possibj
purchasers of their store, th¢
price finally received was, tg

quote Ray Std
we thought i tf
The remaining Cap land
was sold to the Community
Centre as a final act of be-
nevolence. They would ver
likely have received a bette

a private buyer (one was
making offers), but instead [
they chose to support the
Community. It was suggestq s - s P e e e - '
by Ray Stone thatthis£400] Humby 6s St ore and Post -pliofograpresuppliedby
($800) land purchase by the their son, lan Humby

Community Centre turned
into a lucrative investment possibly one of up to $100,000 in value as the land prices increased and future §
sions occurred.

Eubdivi-

In the end, Capp members were to receive only 12 shillings in the pound (60 cents in the dollar) for their capital

investment. Itis clearthatthe @op 6 s capi tal was never really suff
credit to those involved that they managed to persevere with this retail business for 16 years through the cq
tion of a strong sense of purpose and community spirit.

i ci
mbina-

To simply view the Common Cause and-Querative Store supporters as being idealistic and naive would be Jo dis-

count the tough times in which these ideals were formed. Many were simply hard working people who wan
ter | ife for themselves and their community. It
sufficient size to ensure the success of such a bold undertaking.

The impact on Mt Compass however, has been significant from these deeds and dreams. Our township wg
velop thankstotheGCop St oreds | and sales and it can be ar

tre Constitution have their roots in the Common Cause ideals. At the very least, the good judgement that al
Community Centre to purchase much of the closingggnds | and, although risky
financial base that has carried through to today.

Ray Stone was one of the founding fathers of thepCand it is thanks to his storing away of many records fro

this period, that we now have these valuable documents (albeit incomplete) in our Archives. His 1984 reco
terview also proved invaluable to this article. Further information was obtained from 2017 interviews with C
Farmer & Audrey Griffiths as well as the SAILIS website (Land Titles).

Pages 131 & 132 dafhasing Rainbows in the Raiand pages 482, 100102 ofWhere the Compass Leads You
have further detailed information on the Mt Compassopdtore.
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Do you remember the days of fireworks? This is a flyer for fireworks available from Gordon Choon viadhé&S@we. He
was a brother to the famous Gladys Sym Choon and it would seem, a rather interesting character himself.
http://adelaidia.sa.gov.au/places/sghbonrshops




