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  ‘Wetlands at Dusk’ by Gordon Scott 

This is the winning entry in our inaugural Photographic Competition, run in conjunction with our good friends at 
the New Moon newsletter. The following description was supplied by Gordon Scott, the winning photographer:      
“An alternate view across the wetlands at dusk, looking toward the beating heart of the community, the new IGA.    
Both the wetlands and IGA are recent changes to the way the locals use their community.” 
 

The competition was organised to help our town Archives obtain quality local photographs that would be added to 
the 2019 digital collection. This we achieved with 31 top quality photos entered and with four of the entrants then 
kindly donating over 1,000 extra photographs to us. For that we thank them wholeheartedly.   
 
Some people may recall that the land where these wetlands are now situated was previously owned by the Arthur 
family. They farmed here from 1923 to 2006 and ran a dairy for many of those years. Local residents could buy 
their fresh milk from them for 6d (5c) a pint. Those in the know travelling back to Adelaide from holidaying on   
the South Coast would also fill up their flagon bottles with this farm’s fresh, full cream milk.  
 
Following S G Arthur’s death in October 2006 the family farm had to be placed on the market. The wetlands 
shown above were developed thanks to the Arthur family’s offer to provide such a wetlands reserve as part of  
the overall boundary realignments that accompanied this sale. Following a period of negotiations involving     
the State Government and Alexandrina Council during 2007 and 2008 the site of this wetland reserve was      
settled with construction work commencing in 2012.  Sam Court, the adjacent road is named in memory of   
Samuel George Arthur (1910-2006). 
 
The above ‘Compass Central’ shopping complex sits partially over the location of the old Church of Christ which 
was demolished in 2014, just two years short of its centenary. This shopping centre was officially opened in 2016. 
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This edition has articles covering some of the clubs, buildings and residents that you may have been involved 
with yourselves. Although still within the lifetime of a few residents, the information recorded here was not   
always easy to recall by those around at the time. As always, any additional information or corrections you can 
send in will be gratefully received and stored.  
 
The football clubrooms built in 1957 were apparently the best in the Association at this time. The tale of this 
now demolished and largely ignored building is one of the historic topics here. The Guides, Brownies, Scouts 
& Cubs of Mt Compass came and went with regularity during in their assorted times here. Dating back as far as 
1939 it is only in recent times that they finally closed down once more. The photos included here with the first 
instalment of a two-part article could bring back some childhood memories?  
 
Thanks to four generous photographers who took part in our first ever Photographic Competition, our collection 
has grown considerably. We thank Beth Nixon, Samantha Warner-Price, Emily Smith and Gordon Scott for 
their generous combined donations of over 1,000 bonus Mount Compass photographs. For future family histori-
ans, especially those interested in football or netball, this collection will be of great interest. Many views of 
Mount Compass and our new wetlands were also included with these. 
 
In the past few weeks some of our generous residents have been clearing out their cupboards and have donated 
Mount Compass photographs and documents for storage in the Archives. These include hard to find photos of 
the early Compass Cups and of local tennis during the 1970s & 1980s. Football & cricket documents along with 
assorted school newsletters have also recently been added to our collection. A few more of the missing ‘Yundi 
News’ newsletters we have been searching for have been received too. As always, if anyone would like to visit 
these Archives to see what we do have stored away please feel free to contact us to arrange a visit.   
 
Thanks to Josh Townley, one of the more computer literate members of our Archives History Group, we now 
have the 1946 book ‘History & Development of Mt Compass’ available online in kindle format. Finally, the 
Archive History Group has just released a new brochure covering the Retail History of Mt Compass. It is 
available (free) from selected local shops and the Archives website (mtcompassarchives.org). 
                                             
                                                                               Steve Kettle 

 News reports from the 

past  

An article in the Victor Harbor Times  
  11th August 1967 
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The 1950s were a time of great change for the Mount Compass Football Club. They had only just commenced 
playing on the renovated town oval in 1949 and success was in the air. The A-grade won Premierships in both 
1954 and 1959 and a B-grade team was fielded for the first time in 1957-58. Adding the B-grade team was      
remarked upon as being a “most progressive step,” by the football correspondent for the Victor Harbor Times.  
 
With such success, the Club needed their own home base. As a consequence, the first Clubrooms solely owned  
by the Mt Compass Football Club were built on the Town Oval in 1957. Prior to this the timber framed structure 
known as the Show Society’s “Tea Rooms” alongside the Hall were the only Changerooms available to the Club. 
This building was hardly fit for purpose with a dirt floor, no toilets and vertical timber cladding boasting many 
‘see through’ gaps.  
 
The 1957 Clubrooms, while still under construction, were favourably reported in the Victor Harbor Times as fol-
lows: Mt Compass “will have very attractive dressing and afternoon tea rooms available for players & support-
ers by next football season.” This was seen as a major step forward for both the Football Club and the town. 
 
The timeline between planning and action was much shorter in those days. Football Club Secretary Howard   
Williams made his presentation to the Community Centre earlier in that year about the Club’s desire to build such 
a facility.  A meeting at the oval to discuss both the site and design followed, with building starting soon after. 

According to the builder (Howard’s son Max) the plans were simply drawn on a piece of asbestos sheeting!    
Max remarked that they “didn’t worry about plans in those days”. (check out a council letter on page 4 -ed.) 

The Community Centre handed over all their concrete blocks that had been accumulated for the Memorial Hall 

construction. These gravel & cement bricks had been hand made by local volunteers using timber molds owned 
by Ben Peters. They became surplus to requirements when the Community Centre decided to use the commer-
cially made “Gorbat” Blocks instead. Colin Ekers, who helped make some of these bricks explained that Ben had 

molds to make 24 or 30 bricks at a time, sized 9”x18”x4” (230mm x 460mm x 100mm). Colin had used the same  
bricks to build his home at Mt Jagged.                                                                                                                                      

                 The Mount Compass Football Clubrooms 1957 to 1983 

                  Continued on following page... 

Two of the builders who worked on these Clubrooms were Max 
Williams (1934-2014) & Herb Heuppauff (1912-2001). Max 
(left) took part in the original volunteer construction and carried 
out the 1976 extensions to both ends. Some of his other work 
around Mt Compass include the old Dairy Vale factory, the cur-
rent Tennis Clubrooms, Mt Compass garage, the bus shelter and 
numerous local homes. Herb (right) worked on the Clubrooms 
and carried out the shower/toilet extensions in 1968 with the 
help of volunteers. He was also involved with building the    
Lutheran Church and many farm dairies.  
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Despite only being built relatively recently, little is remembered of the official opening ceremony. The Victor  
Harbor Times fortunately did record in their 13th December 1957 publication that the Victor Harbor Citizen’s 
Band supplied the musical programme for the Clubroom opening “last Friday”.  
 
In various articles & writings this building has been listed as the “dressing rooms”, “changerooms” or 
“clubrooms”. Regardless of what they were called, builder and footballer, Max Williams stated in 2014 that at the 
time this building was opened it was considered “the best in the Association”. He compared it favourably to the 
poor change facilities then in use at clubs such as Goolwa, Pt Elliot, Back Valley and Encounter Bay. 
 
These Rooms could be considered basic by today’s standards, with improvements continuing to be made through-
out their existence. Initially the building consisted of a small kitchen and divided change area for the two teams.   
It boasted two showers (one per team) connected to a rainwater tank - the limited hot water would often be drained 
by the B-Grade team which encouraged the A-Grade players to travel home for their wash up. 
 
With only one man required to umpire the games, people at the time did not see any need for a separate umpire’s 
room. He had instead to make do with a corner of the home team’s changeroom. Perhaps this was a good reason  
to favour the home team? An outside door-less toilet was located behind the rooms.  
 
This new building also brought a new social venue to the town with Neil & Carma Arthur recalling the ‘fish     
dinners’ (fish & chips evenings) that were held in the changerooms once the partition had been opened creating 
one large room. The fish for these evenings were caught at Aldinga or Sellicks Beach earlier in the week by    
dragging nets through the water catching fish such as mullet. These were then cooked at the Clubrooms by Bill 
Nash senior & Bob Fisher, two of football’s stalwarts.  
 
It was reported in the Entre Nous of July 1976 that the Clubrooms were built by 

voluntary labour at a cost of £650 ($1,300). Mr Howard Williams (the Club Secre-
tary) had to lend £80 interest free for a year so that the building could be finished. 
Indeed, money must have been tight as, with the project nearing completion, the 

Community Centre minutes from February 1958 show they had to guarantee the 
payment for the electrical wiring of this building.  

Ron Nitschke recalls that sometime after the building was completed, water was 
pumped to it across from his family’s dam on Arthur Road to supply both the 
school and oval. 
 
The ladies Auxiliary working in the kitchen could now sell their food and drinks 
through a servery hatch. This was a luxury for these volunteers. Prior to this the 
canteen consisted of a milk truck shelter that was lifted off the truck for volunteers 
to work beneath. An old copper was used for the tea & coffees. This new kitchen 
may have boasted a combustion stove but the room was quite small according to 
Neil Arthur. Three women in particular were mentioned by Max Williams as being 

involved in those days, Nan Anderson, Nell  
Tonkin and his mother Von Williams (right).   
He commented in 2014 that they would cook for 
days before the games, making pies & pasties 
that were sold to help raise funds.  
 

Ever wonder why sometimes   
it is difficult to find certain 
information at the council  
office? The letter (below right) 
was  sent on 21st September 
1954 from the Port Elliot & 
District Council to the Commu-
nity Centre. This letter also 
covered other items (such as 
community toilets) but this 3rd 
point is not something a council 
is likely to send out in today’s 
world. No plan is required   
for the new kitchen about to   
be added to the hall. This 
makes the comment from Max 
Williams about the 1957 Footy 
Clubroom plans only being 
drawn on a piece of asbestos 
sheeting sound quite             
believable... 

          Continued on following page...                                                         
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The Bakery owners (up until 1953) Snow & Doreen Beaumont had also provided their facilities and ingredients at 
cost, to bake these fundraising pies & pasties.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Only soft drinks were sold in those days according to Ron Nitschke in a 2019 interview where he mentioned having 
to take all the drinks home for storing following each game day. Players would have to bring along their own alcohol 
if they wanted a drink after the game. It is interesting to note that in 1977, when the Pioneer Pavilion bar was 
opened, Mt Compass Football Club claimed to be the first club in the Association (GSFL) to have licenced premises.   
 
Building improvements: An Entre Nous article from July 1968 reported that the “new shower block has pro-
gressed” with just the windows and plumbing to be finalised. Thanks were given to “Mr Heuppauff and his volun-
teer helpers”. Herb Heuppauff had been the successful tenderer for these shower block improvements for which the 
Ladies Auxiliary provided $200.   
  
Further extensions were made by Max Williams in 1976, with additions to both ends. One of these became the new 
visitor’s changeroom while the kitchen received a much needed extension at the opposite end. 
 
Bill Nash noted that the Changerooms had lights situated at both ends but these barely shone as far as the cricket 

pitch. They were used for night training once       
a week but were apparently “very dim”. (The   
light towers can be seen in the photo on page 3.) 

 
A small verandah ran along the front of the build-
ing but was too small to cover the concrete steps 

which lead down to the oval. Prior to these steps 
being built there was simply a grassed bank  
which, so the story goes, opposing players would 

sometimes be given a slight nudge to help them 
run down onto the oval.  

These Dressing Rooms were also used by other 

groups. Cynthia Bowles recalls that the Tennis 
Club hired the rooms for afternoon teas prior to 
their own clubrooms being built in 1970.             

This priceless photograph involves many of the movers & shakers around the football club in 1983. Taken during 
the demolition of the 1957 Clubrooms this is one of Trevor Anderson’s photo collection that he allowed us to scan 
into the Archives. Featured left to right are: Tom Ferguson, Stephen (Jack) Blakely, unknown, Councillor Dorothy 
Jacobs, Howard & Max Williams, unknown, Norm Anderson (Trevor’s dad) and Colin Ekers. The man doing all the 
actual work is Glen Stone in his bulldozer. Below: Jan Duffield was quick off the mark to snap this photo of the 
cleared site before work began on the new Community Sports & Social Clubrooms.  

      Continued on following page... 
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Glenda Connor spoke about how in 1962, her first two terms of teaching in Mt Com-
pass were spent in this building. Her new school room had not been finished in time - 

forcing her to conduct school lessons from these Clubrooms.  

The building was demolished in 1983 to make way for the current modern Community 
Sports & Social Clubrooms which opened in 1985. As with the original Clubrooms in 
1957 and the Pioneer Pavilion in 1977, this new complex was also regarded as the best 
facility in the Association at the time it was opened. The original Changerooms had 
already ceased to be a social venue however when the Football Club opened its bar 
facility in the renovated Pioneer Pavilion. (Chronicle No 5 has an article on this.) 
 
During the transition season between clubrooms the Football Club was able to make 
use of changerooms located in the school grounds. The dramas involved in building 
the current Clubroom complex deserve their own tale in a future Chronicle. 
Thanks to many people for their various pieces of information and photographs pro-

vided for this article. The Archives’ Entre Nous collection and Trove website were 
also valuable resources.   

 

Helen (Nell) Tonkin of the 
Ladies Auxiliary 

One of the many historic photographs Ronda Arthur (nee Peters) has allowed us to copy into the Archives. 
This is believed to have been taken one year before the Nangkita Church was built - at a time when services 
were being alternated weekly between the Nangkita School and the Mt Compass Hall (now Supper Room).  
              
Back row LtoR: Effie Stone, Angus Stone, Wilfred Hawker, Murray Stone, Jack Pickup, Jim Coles (wearing hat), 
unknown, unknown, Bill Hailstone, Amy Stone, Arthur Stone, Joan Dowell, Fan Hailstone (lived where Connor’s 
dairy is now), Middle Row kneeling: Ray Bishop (of Bishop Cutting fame) with small boy, Johnny Haywood, 
Geoff & Bessie Stone, Mr & Mrs Watters (lived in house next to Blueberry farm), Front (girls row): unknown, 
unknown, Betty Jacobs (refer article on page 11), Ruth Dowell, Ronda Peters, Naomi Dowell, Sylvie Bishop,     
unknown, Marg Ekers (holding baby), Front boys: Keith Hales, Stan Haywood, unknown, Geoff Hales.   

             A Methodist Church picnic photograph taken at Port Elliot in c1934 

  The Football Club Honour Board for the 1950s 
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                             Guides, Brownies, Scouts and Cubs  
                     of Nangkita & Mount Compass - Part One  

Before her passing in 2015 Judith (Judy) Jacobs had started work on a detailed history of the Scouts and Guides. 
This was based on her memories and photographs that were collected over many years of involvement with the 

Guides and Brownies as well as her late husband Don’s own long involvement with Scouting. This project was later 
completed by her daughter Cherylyn Harrison and kindly lodged as a resource document in our Archives. Their 
comprehensive history became the building block for this article. Many others have now added various pieces of 

information and photographs to ensure that these times will be recorded for the future. 
 

Girl Guides: A 1987 Girl Guides Association letter we have a copy of in the Archives records both the Mt Com-
pass Guides and Brownies as starting in August 1939. For a reason unknown, they went into recess in 1946,        
although the ending of World War 2 may have played a part. Dorothy Jacobs recalls that she was one of these     
early Guides along with her sister Beth (Killmier in those days). One of her strongest memories is of the Girl  
Guides forming a Guard of Honour for Eda Jacobs when she married Stan Roberts at the Church of Christ.   
(There is a photograph of this Guard on page 65 of the “Chasing Rainbows in the Rain” history book.) 
 
The Guides re-formed in 1963 before closing down once more in 1974. The Guide Leaders included Mrs Herb  
Watson with her daughter Miss E (Betty) Watson and Mrs Judy Jacobs, who received her approval to become          
a Leader in 1964 (ie “Warranted”). Their Assistants were listed as Miss R Peters, Mrs Margaret Newell (Warranted 
1970) and Mrs C Easton (whose husband owned the garage at the top of Willunga Hill). 
 
In her recollections of the Guides, Judy Jacobs wrote that there was a very enthusiastic parent group involved at   
this time who transported the girls to many rallies and activities around the Southern Districts and Adelaide. One   
of these events included a large combined Girl Guide/Scout rally at Government House of which we have a photo-
graph included here (page 9). The Guides & Brownies paraded at Mt Compass Christmas Day Services as well as 
attending local Church Services once a month to perform colour parades.  
 
The re-formed 1963 Guides were under the leadership of Judy Jacobs who received her official camp licence in 
1965. She was known as “Cap” by the Guides possibly because she achieved the rank of captain during her time in 
the Guides. Mrs C E Easton was Assistant to Judy to start with, but upon leaving the district was replaced by Mrs 
Margaret Newell (from Goolwa Rd). At some time after 1970, the Guides were split, with the younger ones under 
Mrs Newell and the older ones allocated to Mrs Jacobs.  
 
For a number of years in the 1960s, Ida Langford performed the role of Secretary for the Parent’s Committee. In      
a 1967 article in the Entre Nous, Ida recorded that there were currently 10 Guides, 1 Cadet and 1 Recruit in their 
troop – all girls were over 10½ years of age. 
  
The Guides held their meetings in the same unoccupied house the Scouts used on Hugh Jacobs’ land near where 
Tank Road is now. Here they camped and held ‘cook-outs’. Among other local sites for camping were also D & J 
Jacobs’ property (Bahloo Glen Rd), Stone’s property at Nangkita and Blacker’s property at Mt Compass.  
Judy Jacobs wrote that “it was said at the time that if you wanted it to rain in Mt Compass, send the Guides on        
a camp.” Indeed, the official tester’s report on Judy’s performance in running a 3-day camp 
mentioned her “very bad luck with the weather”. This camp was one of the qualifying        
requirements for her Camp Licence, but over the 3 days of this 1964 camp they were          
unfortunate enough to endure two major storms.  
 
Another wet excursion was a Kangaroo Island camping trip where, after a 5 year drought the 
Guides (& Scouts) were woken up by the local police on their second night - due to flooding! 
They consequently abandoned their campsite and were sheltered in a local school.    
  
The Guides were rolling along well by 1969 with Judy Jacobs able to report that they now 
had 17 Guides enabling them to form a new patrol (Galah Patrol). Elected Patrol Leaders at the time were Glenda 
Peters, Suzanne Anderson and Bronwyn Mortimer (who had also earned her ‘Laundress’ & ‘Hostess’ badges).  
 
Judy wrote that in 1970 an attempt was made to form a Ranger Unit for the older girls. However due to the added 
uniform expense and with the girls reaching an age where they were beginning to find employment outside of Mt 
Compass, this Unit only lasted a few months and remained unregistered. 
 
Along with the other groups detailed here, the Guides had ceased to exist in Mt Compass by 1974. In 1971 the 
Scouting organization had started to accept girls which may be a contributing factor as to why, when the Scouts        
reformed in this district the Girl Guides did not.                                                                      Continued on page 9... 

A Guides camping 
badge 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Page 8 

A few of the assorted Guides & Brownies pho-
tographs we have copied into the Archives. If 
you can help name any of the girls or Leaders 
in these photos or the years in which they 
were taken, please let us know. 
 
1. A girl being taught how to start a campfire -   
at the old house on Hugh Jacobs’ property they 
used free of charge as a Guide & Scout Hall. 
 
2. Mt Compass Guides at the Church of England  
Site. 
 
3. Robin Palmer, Margaret Newell, unknown 
girl, Janette Newell & Rosalie Haywood.  
 
4. Guides & Brownies - Mrs Holly back right 
 
5. Mt Compass Brownies at an International Day 
held at Port Elliot (left to right) Kathy Nitschke, 
unknown, Pam Anderson, Bronwyn Langford, 
Kaylene Langford, Cherylyn Jacobs, Jenny 
Nitschke, Leonie Haywood. 
 
6. Judy Jacobs (aka Cap) feeding a kangaroo 
while on a Kangaroo Island camp with the 
Guides & Scouts. 
 

1 2 

4 

5 6 

1 

3 
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Brownies: Similar to the Girl Guides information recorded on page 7, they also formed in 1939 and went into   
recess in 1946 only to form again in 1965. This time the troop lasted for almost 10 years before closing once more. 
Girls were allowed to join the Brownie Pack from the age of 7 and would, on occasions, take part in activities 
alongside the Guides. Known leaders included Miss T Golding (Warranted 1940) Mrs J Black, Mrs C D Holly 
(1966) supported by Assistants Miss Betty Watson (1940), Miss H Giles (1940), Mrs Margaret Anderson (1967) 
and Mrs Margaret Newell (1970).  
 
During this 2nd renewal, the Brownies held their meetings in the back room of the Church of Christ. As the pack 
would meet on Saturday mornings, some attendance issues would arise during the netball season according to Judy.  
 
She advised that the top badge a Brownie could earn was known as the GoIden Hand, which would allow the 
Brownie special honours when transferring to Guides. To obtain this badge the girls were required to have skills   
in semaphore, knowledge of flags, Queen and country plus obtain cooking and camping badges (being able to set 
and light a campfire was one of the compulsory badges).  
 
Although the Brownie pack consisted mainly of local girls, for some years a small group did travel up from       
Willunga prior to their own group starting there.  
 
       In the next Chronicle, Part 2 will feature the Scouts & Cubs along with some of the antics they got up to…. 

The Guides and Scouts travelled around 
Kangaroo Island in Hugh Jacobs’ Dodge 
ute which had a canvas canopy over the 
back. They camped in various nationaI 
parks while over there. 
When they arrived on Kangaroo Island, it 
was noticed that the new registration stick-
er had not been placed on the ute. They all 
drove to the police station and reported this 
’crime’. A helpful policeman allowed them 
to use the ute as long as a call was made 
immediately to post the registration out. 
This policeman then watched them almost 
every day over the following weeks!  

A major gathering of Girl Guides & Brownies at Government House (with at least one lonely Scout involved) -from 
Judy Jacobs’ slide collection.  



                                               A few excerpts from Judy Jacobs’ collection of memories: 
 
“One camp held at Stone’s farm at Nangkita, Mona Haywood was a helper - her daughter Rosalie was camping.  
Of course it rained inches. Rain came through the sleeping tent, all was quiet except for the rain. Suddenly Mona sat 
up and said ′l thought camping was fun this is not funny -my bed is wet! This of course started the tent shaking with 
laughter.  
 
From then on Mona was called ‘Big Bear’ because the guides thought she looked like a big wet angry bear. Mona 
continued to support the guides for many years. She said she now knew how to light and keep a fire going in the 
rain.” (Mona was presented with an Award from the Guides in 1968 for her valuable assistance, especially at camps)   
                                                   +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++                                

“Another was a camp held on Blacker’s land. We had put up our tents on the paddock driveway because it was the 
driest point and rain looked imminent. The owners had forgotten we were camping there and came down in the dark 
to check on their sheep in the rain. Their surprise at a group of tents blocking access roads to the sheep was quickly 
overshadowed by their assistance in helping the guides dig trenches around the tents to stop everyone from getting 
soaking wet. A few laughs followed around a campfire coffee the next day.” 
                                                    +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 
“One Guide had to be hospitalised with fIu and her parents had to fly over (to KI) and take her home. At the first 
camp site the scouts took out 2kg of mince to thaw for dinner and then went walking. Later when they returned it 
was discovered that no one had covered it! The resulting fIy-bIown meat nearly caused some fainting by the girls. 
The Guides made a deaI with the Scouts, if they cooked would the boys collect the firewood? It seemed to work well  
for everyone and the food was edible!” 
 
                                                    ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Girl Guides we know of: 

Dorothy & Beth Killmier 
Marion Dibben 
Rosalie Haywood 
Sharon Langford 
Jan Newell 
Margaret Newell 
Glenda Peters 
Jenny Nitschke 
Sharon Holly 
Jill McKinlay 
Susan Anderson 
Shirley Scheid 
Bronwyn Mortimer 
Jill McKinlay 
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Judy Jacobs’ Camping Test Certificate 
                        1965 Mt Compass Guides at the beach 

Brownies we know of: 
Cherylyn Jacobs 
Bronwyn Langford 
Kaylene Langford 
Karen Anderson 
Pam Anderson 
Kathy Nitschke 
Jenny Nitschke 
Sheryn Nitschke 
Leonie Haywood 
Bronwyn Jacobs 
Wendy Easton 
Anne Williams 
Colleen Williams 

Photos and information provided by: Dorothy Jacobs, Cherylyn Harrison, John Newell, “Chasing Rainbows in the 
Rain”  history book & the Trove website as well as documents in the Mt Compass Archives.  
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In 2013 Lesley Tideman compiled a collection of conversations she held with Betty Jacobs into a publication 

called “The Memories of Betty Jacobs”. This is just a snippet of the information that can be found there. 
 

Born Elizabeth Rose Jacobs but better known as Betty, she was the youngest of 5 children born to Ernest and  
Ellie Jacobs. The family lived on a market garden property along Nangkita Road. 
 
When Betty started school at Mount Compass, classes were still being held in the Hall (now the Supper Room) 
with just one teacher. She left school at the age of 15 to work on the family farm and assist with the household 
chores. With World War 2 breaking out in the following year, the farm work grew in importance – particularly 
as two of her brothers signed up. All three brothers had worked on the farm with their father, intensively grow-
ing vegetables.  
 
One of Betty’s tasks was to take the workers morning & afternoon teas out into the various paddocks as well as 
helping prepare their three main meals. She recalled that blowing a whistle signalled it was time for the main 
mid-day meal and everyone would come in from the paddocks. Bringing in the cows and starting the milking 
were also among her duties. Once the war broke out however, women’s roles on the land changed to now       
include helping with harvesting such as picking peas or pulling the root vegetables. 
  
Their farm also grew tomatoes in summer which Betty had the job of grading. The ones suitable for the market 
were packed in half cases and the ripest tomatoes were packed for Rosella to be used in their tomato sauce.     
An integral part of her life was the Mt Compass Church of Christ where from the age of 16, she taught Sunday 
School. Betty also recalled that she taught Religious Instruction at the school for 14 years.   
  
The family farm was one kilometre along Nangkita Road where she recalled, her father had built two tennis 
courts adjacent to the Roberts property. These courts were located on the creek side of Nangkita Road, being 
placed on a section that had hard, firm soil. They were made available on Saturday afternoons for community 
social games. The courts were marked out on just the bare earth, with eight people able to play at a time.  
 
Being a member of the Jacobs family, Betty made a comment that throws an interesting light on why the Jacobs 
name pops up so often in Mt Compass’ history: “at one stage there were over 100 relatives living in the Mount 
Compass area.”   
 
When her parents married in 1910 their home (Section 329 - currently owned by W&A Lindner) was a simple 
four room building without laundry or bathroom. It seems that the number of rooms remained the same despite  
5 children living there until extensions were added in the 1930s. In late 1954, mains electricity arrived and they 
were able to install an electric stove. It was also about this time that their first ever sink was installed in the 
kitchen. All the laundry washing in their household was by hand with ironing being carried out using irons   
heated on their wood stove.  
 
She also recalled that until they owned a farm horse, all the scrub clearing, drain digging and vegetable growing 
was carried out with hand tools. It was not until after World War 2 that their first tractor was purchased. 
                                                                                                                                         Continued on following page... 

Betty Jacobs (far left) with the Church of Christ Sunday School children Right: Betty at the wedding of  
her old school friend Ronda Peters to Ivor K Arthur in 1950. 

  Betty Jacobs (1923-2019) - Her Memories  



Continued from previous page... 

The war years had a great impact on life in Mt Compass as well as within her own family, Betty recalled. She 
mentioned there were major changes due to many of the young men being away at war (her brother Oscar was 
one of those who left but sadly did not return). Betty mentioned how she was one of the “Knitting Circle” that 
formed in Mt Compass during World War 2, making socks & scarves for the soldiers as well as sending them 
food & comfort parcels. (The records held in the Archives show that Betty was a Secretary for this group).  
 

It is interesting to note one of the changes mentioned by Betty was that coffee drinking became more common-
place during these war years due to the shortage of tea.  
 
Betty later took on paid work at both the Co-op and General Store for many years before selflessly retiring early 
to take on the full-time carer role for her bed-ridden Mother.  
  
In 1975 Betty left Mt Com-
pass to live in the southern 
suburbs where she could re-
ceive more assistance with  
the care of her mother. 
 
A single woman throughout 
her life, Betty listed garden-
ing and sewing as great inter-
ests along with her strong 
Christian faith. A Life Care 
Village at Aldinga was Bet-
ty’s home for the final few 
years of her long life. She 
passed away 11th September 
2019 aged 96 years.   
 
Footnote: Betty’s uncle 
George Goodall (her mother 
Ellie’s brother) was a Boer 
War veteran. She remarked 
that his skill as a horseman 
saw him selected to be the 
model for the Boer War stat-
ue on North Terrace, for 
which he travelled to London 
for the sittings.  
 
The internet tells us a slightly 
different tale in that at the 

time the London based sculp-
tor Adrian Jones was looking 
for an Australian soldier to 

advise him on their uniform 
appearance and ‘attitude’.    

It seems that George 
Goodall, a Quartermaster 
Sergeant with the Australian 

Corps who happened to be in 
London at that time, was 
“volunteered”. It is suggested 

that he may have only posed 
for the head of the statue. 

Whatever the truth, next time 
you are on North Terrace 
take a look at the face of that 

Boer War soldier (right) and 
recall his Mount Compass 

connection.  
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3rd Place:  Arthur Road Sunset 
This photograph (above) is of the sun 

setting over Mount Compass golf 

course as seen from Arthur Road. The 

photograph overlooks a parcel of land 

designated as future residential          

development. 

Photographer: Shannon Baldock 

4th Place: Looking in (tree tunnels) 
(left) As you look & drive through the 
trees you will find yourself in the heart 
of the Mount Compass township. 
 
Photographer: Samantha Warner-
Price 
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2nd Place: One In 
All In: A photo of 
our incredible           
A-Grade team here in 
the heart of our 
Mount Compass 
Football Club - I had 
the pleasure of photo-
graphing sensational 
players and capturing 
some very special 
moments & memo-
ries the footballers 
can keep forever. 
Football plays a ma-
jor role in my life - 
Game Day is always 
special capturing 
memories for our 
boys to cherish for    
a very long time.  
Photographer: 
Emily Smith 

The inaugural Mt Compass Archives/

New Moon Photography Competition 

held recently produced many wonder-

ful photographs for our collection.   

The three shown here received special  

mention from the judges, with both 

Emily Smith and Samantha Warner-

Price also donating many others they 

have taken recently. (The winning  

photo is on the front cover.)                                      

This competition was so well received 

that we will be holding the 2nd one 

later this year. There will be two 

themes: ‘Mt Compass at Work’ and 

‘Mt Compass at Play’ so start snap-

ping now. The details will be           

announced in the New Moon and on 

our website very soon. 
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er first building. The new school room had not been finished in time forcing her to conduct school lessons inside 

these Clubrooms.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The views & opinions reflected in this Journal do not represent the views of the Mt Compass War Memorial  
Community Centre Inc. 

 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed here. If you wish to advise of any corrections required 

or wish to add further information regarding any item, please contact me using the address below. 
 

Most importantly: if you have any information, documents or photographs that that could be of interest to 
the Archives please give me a call or send an email.                                                      

                                                        
                                                         Steve Kettle (mtcompassarchives@gmail.com)   

Above: Girl Guides & 
Brownies c1968. This 
photo was taken in front 
of the now demolished 
Church of Christ. 
Front Row: Leonie 
Haywood, Jenny Nitsch-
ke, Kaylene Langford, 
Pam Anderson, Kathy 
Nitschke, Cherylyn Ja-
cobs. Others not named. 
 
Left: Scouts & Guides. 
Back Row boys -
Graham McKinlay, Ste-
phen Blakely, Steven 
Haywood, Malcolm 
Langford, Kevin 
McKinlay. 
Front Row left– Terry 
Jacobs, unk, unk, Mark 
Whyatt, unknown. 


